W.D. MILLER, IWTERVIEW WITH BRUCE THIEL. WARCH 26, 1974,

BT: The reascond why Fuskin was founded, the Purkoses of founding the colon.
WOM:  Well, I woild saw the town of REuskin was founded to carry on the idea of
A cooPerabtive dnd socialistic twke of develoPment that iz baszed alon® the same
lives as Jokn Fuskin khad laid out, but with certain modifications, due to the
fact that the cocberative movement, which was not Particularly a Buskin thins,
was incoPorated with the idealz of bods and 8irls beind able Lo secure an
edication throwsh work and not because of moned. FAnd this was 4 princiral that
e fatkher, Dr. Georde McR. Milleér, believed verd stron9ly in. He felt that
mast of the colledes were endowed at that time, before the time of land srant?
colleses, and that the endowmentz were feneralld 9iven by Peoble who wished Lo
hawve a certain Philosobhy of life instilled intd the dounder @eneration as
thes were 9etting their education. And this was kind of a offzet to that,
Father, for example, would not take a donation if it were 9iven Lo the
collese, or scholarehifs, becavse he felt that if he did, then ke would be
auicled, and would have to conform Lo the thinking of the Perzon that had
donated the monew. He felt also that, if a boy or a2 9irl had earned theie
board and their tuition throwsh work, that thed had done it on their own, and
not becavse their father and mother had Fad money enoush Lo 90 shead and seénd
them off to a school. this was some of the reazons that he was trying Lo cares
this idea on, which had been started with RBuzkin collede, when it first was
gtarted in Trenton., MO back about 14 wre Prior to the time of hig coming down
g T-Tal-

BT: How eéntral would sou 239 the collefe was to the Commongood SocietsT What
wag the relaticon between the collede and the Commonaood Societd?

WOM:  there wasz no relation whatever between the Commonfood Societs and the
collede. It would be Just the fame 4z zaving that there iz a colledse in TamPa,

aned an adminiztration of the city uncder the mavor and city council. (86
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WOM:  FAnd the Commonsood Society was simPly an orfanization that was founded
tio take the place of some methos of administrating the affairs of the touwn.
It had nobthing to do whatever with the collefe.
BT: would vou say that the Commondood Society was baszed ubon the ideals of
Jobn Fuskia?
WOM: I dea’t know enoudh about the ideazs of Jokm Rusgkin. It was ased more on
the idea of the town kall zet-upP in MHew England, where ewversone that owned a
Piece of land in a town had a chance Lo exPress themselves in oPen mestings.
ag to everdthing that habPened in that Particular town. FAnd this was a fown
hall meetind arrandement, much more than it waz a2 coobPerabive movement
whatever. The cooPerative Part of the town was built in by the restrictions
which were Put in the deeds of conwesance. Hnd there, for ecamkle, could nob
be any store that was nobt 4 cooPerative store, that sversbods could buy inbo,
therefore they had a zavw in it., ALl of the meetings: werée cooPerative meehings,
where everwbody had a zay in it that owned land.,  and if wou didn't stick to
what the restrictions were in the deeds 48 fiven to dou, wour land reverted o
the Commonaood and it started back all ower a%ain., thiz wag the only way thew
had of Punishing. they had no way of fining or taxin®. they had no Lhax
anthority or andthing else, It zimPly waz this, that for everd acre of land
that the holdin® comPany, which wag at first the Fuskin Homemaker’'s, it wasn’'t
a comPand, it waz Ruskin Homemakers, it wag called. It was kind of a trustee
arranserent, and they held all of the land that was bousht by the four
families, the three Dickmans and the Millers. And svery Lime that ten acres
were sold, a certain amount of land was zet azide for the commonsocd, and that
conld be used then for the building of roads, or making telefhone eduiPment
andd things of thiz kind., but there was no actual bridee between the
Commondood Society and the Collede Per se. the Colled9e was run by me father
a5 the Prezident and m9 mother as the vice-pPresident, and the rest of our

family were teacherz, and we had other faculty members that came in. but the
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Commonaood and the colledse iteelf were seParate institubions.
ET: Did the law that wag Passed by the Common@ond Societs outlawing liduar
and tobaceo sales, was that done for the sake of the Commongood Society, or in
relation to the collese?
WOM: It was not a law Paszsed by the Commornaood Socistw at all. Thes were
restrictions Placed in the deeds, and thiz wasg the only law that dou could
hawve, that governed these particular things, becauvse the land did nob belons
to the Commondod Society, therefore they couldn't Put any restrictions on it
It belonged to the Buskin Homemakers, whick werse the Millers and the Dickmans,
and they could Place whatéever restrictions they desired on this. they were Put
cn o in order Lo cared on the idea of a cooPerdtive colond., That was the reazon
For- PUBEing in the things that had to do with the kind of oferations wou could
hawve, that thes all had to be cooPerative, bubt the restrictions as to what wou
could do with liduor and cifarettez and things of that kKind were Personal. and
those had to be in the deeds. It waz a wvers difficult thing to 98t those
estrictions taken out of the deecdsz: after the collede quit, and after it was
discontinued, and after the Commondond Society was disbandsd,
BT: could vou exPlain the workings of the Commongood Store and how it wae
need by the Commondood Societs?
WDM: It was not used by the Commongood Societw, it wis uzed be gach
indivicual, and he did not have, az I understand it, I didn’t 20 back there at
that time, I have to look into these thin9s and make them zink inko md mind,
but if wou owned land,and wou automatically could buy wour @roceries and
things of that kind at the coobPerative store. Az far a5 T know, sou dicdn’t
have t£o Pubt any moned in ori9inally to do it. How it waz orifinally financed.
iz zomethind that I really don’t know, but gou could Pag for things at the
Commonaood Store and 9ive Commondood scrift for it, that sou had earned by
clearing of f land and things of that kind, FAnd 2 2o00d many PeoPle did that.

They uzed the zcrir whoihk thed 9ot from the Common@ond Society for clearing
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streets and poads to bud their land, and also in some instances to bud bheir

i

groceries, hecause that wag about the only monegd that there was in Lown
circulating, for 2 while, during zome of the Periods of depression back in

those daws,

o

BT: How lond did the store 13zt az a cooPerative effort?

WOM: I beliewe that the cooberative end of the store midht have lasted 2 or 3

’.U

s after 1918, that would be me considered ofinion. T wazs 9one from here. |
1eft in 218 muself, and I didn’t det bBack wntil 41, s0 I'm nob certain aboutb
those dates. (2183 But it was like a lot of the cooPerative thinds that came
wk. Some Persons took advantagse of it and they would vrun ufP bills which they
Fdad ne way of Pading. Fnd 2omebody had o Put in movey in order to haw cdsh to
ke wholesale aroceries.bo bring down and s211 them at retail. Fod I believe
that that iz the waw that that chanded from a cooberative deal into an
individual kandlin®., How, this iz zomething that I realls don’t know. becaue
a2 1 a9, I left during the war and T didn’t 9t back, the 1zt M.

ET: Here there any other industries or Practices in the Commonsood Society

that were communsliztic or zocialisti

gs}

WDOM: Mo, there ueren’t ansthing in there that wasz communizbic op
comminalistic if wou want o puk it thatmigkt be 2 coived word. but there
Wweren't that cloze a combination betwgen the two, ASain, it would be a8 in and

citd, 4 question of having stores run ong waw and kaving an orfanization to

acdminizgter the ditiez of 2 town, iF dou will. FAnd that’s wkhat the Commononc
Gociety was, it was Purely a town hall arcandement, had nothing to do with a

person’'s morals o hiz sducation or anvthing elie.

BT: could 9ou 21l ug any more about ke collefe, what was tausht at the
collede, how the collede was Pun?

WoM:  Well, I can tell s kow it wag ron, I meéan, how it waz, sad, financed.
if wou would have it that waw, The colleSe wig 2iven 4 certain amount of land

everd time a3 ten acres waz 2old or five acres was 2old, or 2 town 1ot was
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aolel, A certain amount of land was set aside for the collefe. The collefe
mould 221l it to anwone and St moned Fwah that if the Person had mones Lo
put in, bBecivze it owned the land and it could sell the land. How that waz
about the only wealth that there waz £o it, becauvse Father was nobt 3 pich man

1

Mere wasn’t cazh there Lo run

£t

o

andd ke would not accert and endowments, and 20
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it. HAnd then the boss and the 2irls that Came

ared staved in the dormitories, of course were working for their board and

i3

poom. THat did not bBring in ane caszh. IFf there were staging ab their homes,
there was a tuition, a werd reazchable tuition, that was a pPart of, for

W tke beachereg and thing: of this kind and buwing

E;

Fandling the zalaries

i

suPPliez and keepind the Place running. but the students worked on the farms,

i

and if there was ary Procduce to be sold, it was sent UP to TamPa to be sold
and and moned that came in From that was added income. but mostly, the work
that waz done on the farms was vsed in the dinin® halls and thing:s of this
kind, to keeP the Price of Jjuzt zustaining the college mess hall.

BT: did the collefe seérve anay PurPosze in the community az a2 Qatkhéring place

73

for digcussions or ideas?

WDM:  Yesz, that waz ong of the factions of it. There was a4 Portion of the land
st azice 2z the Chataudus Srounds, which 12 now at the cornér of &74 and 41,
there waz about 4 acres zet aside there. And in building the first bemborars

Builodng, it was the fipzt temPorare building, it wazs called the Chatavdua

Pnilding, and there waz sPeakers and teachers and things of thiz kind which
ere in the mevement, that weild come down and evervbody waz weloome Lo Come

it there was o charoe az far as thém comin® in was concerned.  And it was
dquite, of course we had things in the school, which was ofen bo evershody too,
that thed could come in. Me kad our literard societiesz, and we had lectures b
emmivnant 2ocializtzs and cooberative movement PéoPle that came in, and the
Peofle in toun could 9o there and endovs themzelwes in the facilitiss ofthe

Commondood Hall, CF180
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which were the only facilities where the Commoreood Society could meet, 20

that the tie waz close that way, because we dide’t have additional buildindz

foro the Commonsood and the Colle%e, so that the collese furnizhed nobt only the
cultural end of the life, bub alsos the environment which bYou liwved in was zet

we be the collédse, there was no Bible., as such, that Ruskin set down, wnor did
this colond abbtempt to. Just becavse 1t was called Fuskin, attempt to 90 word
for word as Buskin kad it in hig Plan over in Ensland., It was simPly that
Rusgkin was the first one to break the hold of what Yob would call the upPer
class of Endland, in gawing thabt Just because a wound man’s father hakPened to
be a weoman, or & artisan, that his son was to be that and couldn’t break out
of the clase consciousness that was in it, 1L Just simkly was the same sort
of a4 thing that they khad in the Endlish military, that no one bubt somecong who
was of the wPper claz:s could ever be a officer in the arme or the naws. Fnd
thiz was carried on almost wp to this daw. In fact, the malority of the Pilots
in the British Armg, even uP to the, I don't koow if it waz g0 in the 2nd b,
but I know it was 20 in the 13t MWW, were the only ones that could hawve an

of ficer's rank. Thew kad to be an officer and a 2entleman., This was something
that Ruskin did nobt beliewve in, and he knew that without education, there was
a Point where these artizanzs and deomen had to stob.  and the only hobPe that
they had of Soin® any hisher in the intellectual wav, would be Probably to 9t
there, to Join some one of ecclesissbical colleses and become Perhakz a Priesh
or 2 minister of some Kind, FAnd then, theough that, they could. but as faras
aoing akead and beind and 9ettind 2 liberal arts education. there was o Place
for them because they had what wsou call Private schoolz, and then Oxford and
the warious universitiezs there. FAnd this iz why he started P Ruskin collese
over in Oxford, England, HMow, there iz a tie, for examble, betwsen Hew
Collese and Mew Colleds, which waz founded mans mang hondreds of wears ago in
Evnaland, but neither one of them are taking, for instance., this Mew Collese is

mot saving, this iz the way they odid it in Eveland, therefore this iz the way



& the times hawve changed. This iz one of

h’!

welre Soind to do it ower here. becal
things, thew think there should be a closer tie than thers actualls was in A
crolond,.  becduse dou had to take into consideration, in purming A colond. sou
Facd mand Peceple in there who were nob Peokle of education. There were Peoble
whes it was coaviction: Perhaks, and beliewved in the cooPerative movement,
believed in the sorialistic movement, believed in the fact that there should
be wo child laber,  and that there should be unions and things of this ki,
ancd thed were way over on the left., FAnd that wazn't Probably true at all of
the Peokle that were associated with Ruskin in Endland were of the leftist
end, thowak I imasine mozt of them were. T wouldn't 239 that Lhew were.
becavse [ don't know. I thousht ['d Just five that to wou by the way, because
I know that eackh one of the bovs that I'we talked to have thouwsht there should
have been 4 closer tie. FAnvbody that ztarts 2 new idea, 2enerdlls weites a
treatize on it, and that trestise iz much fthe same a5 the Bible., It will 4o
back and 234, well, now, wou can’t do this, it saws thiz in the Bible., FAnd
there wasn't any Bible rurnin® this thing.

BT: What men’z ideas bezides Ruskin were empPhasized in the Collese,

WOM:  well: T wouldn’t say that there was ansthing excert that Karl Mare was
given the, lokts of wiews of Karl Marx were followed fairly closels 0f course

gome of the ideas which my father kad 2ctten, some of the ideas of individual

peakle who were teaching could be carried on, but there wasn't andbhing Lo
gad, well, thiz was not according to Jokn RBuskin, thiz iz according to Eudene

B. Debs, who ran for many Yesrs for President from the zocialist colonies. the
Sorcialist Party, I mean.

T: How were studentsz: recruited for the collese?

m

WO HOw did thes come in7 well, they simPle wrote in and made aPPlication arnd

'

were acreened 2s to their backoround and things of that kind before they came,

S

and then they miskht come in., and s34, well, now, I want Lo work foro me room

ancd board sad tuiticon, everything of thiz kind, and this is what they would
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o 1F thed were ebted. PBut I don't know too much about it becausze 1 was
rather a4 douns man at tha ime. I waz only 19 when I 9radoated, and I didn’t
ao back and put all of these bhinds in me mind, there wasz many thinds that

were werd nice and lovelw about bein®, havin® 4 collede of thiz kind, but
there alze things that weren’'t the fingst in the world for the children ofthe
president of the collese, becauze thed were suPPosed to  act in wavs which
wold reflect credit onto the thin® and wou were alwaws held ubk front of it
and beind held up for someboddy else 20 oo or 239, 9ou can’t oo that, because
we khave thiz obligation. It was no fun.  and, 20, many things which I can
laook back and find that thers were mand thing:s that I dide't like about it,

abont 3% many things a2 T odid like. There certainly wazn't ang feeling on Lhe

¥

part of the 2ound ones of us bto 90 ahead and cares the matter on after Father

B

died; bBecavsze it had to become our life, becavse thetre wazsn't enoush mones Lo

carrd it on othervize, see
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BET: MWhat industriesz did the Commongood Societ:
WM the Comondood Socisty never had any industries az asuch. The only thin®
that thew had was the cockerative store, and then bthere was a cooPerative
telerhone comPany that we had down here in an garly day, which waz hooked on
the TamPa sdetem. It wag not a part of bthe TamPa sdstem, it Just grafted
onbo it we kad o 90 throush there on lon® distance and call on owb.  the
colleags had a monthly PaPer, whick they Put out. Me had a weekls Paker we Put
ot the Ruskin Beacon. And then the industriés within the collede, we had a
Tavacdery which did 211 the collede lavndery for the bows and 92irls that were in
the dermitories. FAnd then we had a4 shoP where woodorkin® was done, and then
there wazs a shioP where the 2ikrls mostly were doind leather work., some of whick
was a2old, and those were the Princiral industries as far as the collede was
concerned,  FAz for as the Commonoond  was concerned, thed nothing whatever,
there wag a cooPerative store, it was not 4 Commorndood store, this is what I'm

P
truing to 9et ak, it was a2 zeParate, cooPerative deal.and thers wis nobt and
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ather cooferative things onfoing, becauze there wasn’'t enough africulture here

-.-

at thiz time to kave 4 cooPerative Packing houze. And iF s0. if we’d 4 had
it, we couldn’t et it up. bBecause thed had no railroads and no hard roads,
zee. S0 that it wazn’'t 2 Auestion of them having ane industrd. FAngthing that
gtarted UP that waw, it would have to be cooPerative.

BT: D ﬁaid that if ansthing started. that it would have fo be cooPerative?
WOM:  IF thew hadd and incusties, it wonld hawve had to be & cooPerative
incdugtry. There wazn’t andthing in the deeds, as I have any recollecticon,
pothing in there that would restrict wol, excert it culdn’t be, that wou
couldn’t have, coulda’'t start a farm of douir own, o raise cattle, or raisze
bhiods or sheep or angthing of thigd kKind., You conld do bhat fupe of thing, but
had there been a2 industry that wanted to come in and, let ug 244, Can
tomatoez, ar do zomething of that Bincd, T imag@ine it would, Just because
gwerdbodd was inclined to think in terms of cooPeration, that it would have
been a cooPerabtive thingd,  That wonld kave been the way the thing would have
been atarted, 1 doubt zeriously ukether andbods would have come down here in
a coobPerative colong, and €ay, well, now. T'm S9oind bo Pot b 26,8088 and build
a fiskh Matcherd or something of that kind, I don’t kaow that thes would have,

acl I dn’t know that thed ever tried and were turned down., (4780

BT: could You Poszibly exPlain how the site 9ot chozen?

A}

WOM:  Father came down bere treing to find 2 piece of land which was closs
enciabh bo oA laree ty that ke could be in contact with it to bud and do the
things that were necessary to do. and et where the land waz chealb enoudh that
PeaPle with veéra Lithtle moend could come dewn and buy and be zelf-sustaining,
PerhaPs on their oun Place. and Just Wk ke chose the Mest coast of Florida, 1
really den't know, but it, T hawve heard this story From a 7 by the name of
Oule Williamz, who £aid that ke and kisz mobher, ke was 2 @ound man at that
time, Juzgt a bow: hiz mother khad made a triP down inko this area. and father

wasg on the same train and 9ot o talking o Mes, Williamz and exPlained what



?)
he waz tivind to find out, ke waz treing to locdte zome land that would be
ﬁlﬁﬁ# te TampPa, and Preferably on water, Preéeferabld with sme buildings that
euld be used, becanze of not bein® able Lo Pub upf buildings. on account of not
Faving enough money to swing the whole thing, and she mentioned to him that
e hsband lad 4 piece of land down on the Litthle Manates Eiwver. and it had
an old hotel on it. There wasz onld about 35 or 48 acres unhil it eraded owver
into marzshland, it’'s down where the Skhell Point ig at the Present bime, There
Was dn immense Bi9 z2hell mound at that time, and there was an old hotel with
about 28 roomz, 15 or 20 rooms on bok of the shell mound., FAod it kad been
wzed as kind of a sPortamen’s hotel, where Peoble from TamPa Baw hotel could
come down and Put uP, and 9o fishing and hunting and everdthing of that kind.
Zo father came down o see it, and then he fournd that there wazn’t enoush land
for what he was trwing to 9t at, If ke waz 2o0in® bo form a colony, he had bo
Fave enoush land, where it could be tilled, and 4 Person could make a liwing
an, 2ad, the 18 ok 195 acrezs that thew would by, it some wad sustaining
themselves., And thiz land with the 1% or 20 acres in it, was nobt land that
could be wsged of that kind, becavzé much of it waz marsh land., and the hotel

sat on what was an old indian mouwnd, 2o it was hiak and devs bt all aroungd it

;1.

Wwas marshorazs and mangroves. FAnd 2o then ke ot to looking to see whether
there was and other land available near thiz Particular Place, 20 that the
PBuildings migkht be vzed to start of f with, and Ekhen the land that he so0ld as

A ZeParate deal. Fnd 30 he located the 12000 acrez which conmected onbo it

g

It ztartzs 4 mile and 32 half down thiz way, whereas Shell Point iz about tuwo

14
b3

mites down to the m mouth of the Little Manates Rivér., FAnd thiz was owned by
a arour of men who were intersted in what thew called at that time Mawval
Storez, that iz, if there were Pine trees, they wolld turpentine them until
Ehed khad fotten all of the burPentine out of the Pine trees that thew could,
and then they mace Mawal GfpPes out of that, that would be wsour rozing bhat

thed uzed in the boatz and torPenting and things of thiz kind.,  and thre was
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an old 28411 on the Place: too, 4 fipbentine still. bubt sou couldn’t buy it

&

T

in whder 12000 acres, because it a1l keld in werd large holdings. And there

i

vere aome PeoPle liviag on it, but mostly they were squatbters who had come in
anc Juzt lived on the land len® enouakl o claime nob homesteadsd on it, but
the ran their cattle on it andd odid things of this kind., Tt was oPfen land,

Peckle could pun rafdle ackess it oF Bley counld do angthing thes wanted Lo on

i

5%

it, and 3 lot of thiz land was, thes ran cattle on it when it didn’t even
belond o them, muck as thew did ot west., thew ran their cabtle on it and
then tlhes kad their ronadibz, and they branded them Juzt 1ike thes did oub
west, 2o father couldn’t  2wing that egither, because it took mores than Just
o family to do it, B2 ke Gobt my mobther’s  thres brobhers, the Dickmans, and
thed zold out their land in Sedalia, MO, and withthe moneys thes saved upf from
theilr farmz. Putting it in. and with the extra mavkower that we had with the
other three families coming iv, we were able to oPen ub the Pirst sobdivision.
Thiz w2z a2 werd exPenszive thind, because 4ou bad to a0 back and susrwed bthe
whole thind and lay it of P in town lots: and farm bracts and evergthing of this
kind, and that took money to start of F with, I really don't z2ee how they did
it: but thew oid it and that waz it. and that’s how it habPened to be at this
Particular Place., FAnd then the fact that we could by boat 90 bo TamPa, mace it
o that we could be Far encoush 20 that we didn’t have the state and the citd,
the counte and state taxes, which dou would kave had, had it been closer to

3t deal of moned at the Lime to bug it

TamPa, HAnd the land did net ozt 4 gy

Bt

BT: bMere there any taxes in the Commonaood Societs?

WOM: Mo, thes did not have taxin® Power,.  that comes onld, it would have to

come throuak the state, and have some zort of an orfanization wukere the state
oro the county could 96 akead and do it.  Hows we had counts faxes, certainly

becavze we were in the county, 20 we had werd Few and werd low county taxes,

because we had no countd roads dewn in kere at that time to amount to

ardthing,
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BT: kit pPoviers did the Common@ood Society kold for itself?
WOM:  Well, thew simPly had the Power of making rules and redulations as Lo
by PeoPle should more or less Sovern themsslwes.and how the land which
belonged to the Commondood Society could be administered, Those were the
oengral Powers Lkhich it Wad, Por instance, in lavin® out the land here. there
waz 4 road laid betwsen a1l of the waterfront and Private land., For insgtance,
thiz waz one of the Firset houses built, large housges built down here. my uncls
built thiz, snd we don’t cun out o the water. we only own out to the poad
which liez between here arnd the water. and over of the other side iz Park
Tard, MAnd thisz was originally deeded to the Commonfood Society when that land
was laid off that wad. Mowe they could z2ay what waz to be doms with thisz
Commongoond Tand., they could 22110 it in anyg way Lhat thes wanted to,  They
culd decide how thed’d izsue Commonsood 2crif, or thed could z2ad which roads
were aning ins and whickh eroads weren’t B0ing in or whetker the diteh shoold
be Pt here. or the diteh zhould be Pot there, and whether we would have a
conferative telebhone comPany, For examPle, which we odid kave., T Presume they
were in on it thouak T woulcn't a9 that they were., Thed conled izsue sorip
aned uge it 28 momew if they decided Lo do that, those were the tuPezs of
poawers that thed had, (5980 fa duesticon dbhout the Prodect at at hand)
BT: How did the Commondood Societa, or kow did Buskin Colovny suryive during
110
WDM: bell, it suewived doriag MW T dust sipply becauze PeoPle had masbe o
Tittle moned coming in, or thed Perhars had their backdard f2arden: which thed
conled gat ine And it waz Pretty rougoed, becauze there wasn’t a areat deal of
movhed leivd around in kere. 1 know that when T was making S8 a2 month 32 a
member of the supwed crews 1 had more mones at the end of the month thao thers
was in arvbodsd elze in fown.,  That'z vzt how broke 32 far 42 cash was
concerned.  You don't necessarily have to have land moned to eat, it won’re

Faisgind it and doind different thinds and mavbhe swabping here and there, and
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the obher wayd do0 can Set ke, Bt it waz Just like ang bown bhat lived at
that time., it waz wkhere, bods, 2o many of them had o 9o off, and of course
Fhe war kad 4 9reat impact on every city and éwverd town, that 12t MWW, becauvze
there Wasnw't such 2 thing az somehody zadin®. IT'm not Soing to the war, I wou
were drafted, gou went, and there wag no Problem with anwbocs saging, well,
fonds T0m Gcing to etirt uf a2 movement and 2849 I don’t belisve in this and I'm
net 9oin®. Thew uszed to believe in Patirictizm back in those old davs.

BT: PBezicdez the store and the telePhons comPand . can doutink of anay other
cooPerative industries that bad taken Place in Ruskin?

WOM:  well, T ecould mention that zome of them had, there were sewveral 9roufs
af PecPle that cdme down and thed had, thed brouvdht their own @eoul down, 849,
thew might come from Okio, or thes mioht come from some other Place wbere 3z
rooPerative aronP kad Sothen tofsther uf there and had besn work ing
cooPeratives, and thes felt that they wanted o come down and bite on atb
Ruzkin., and whit thes could do would be to by, 239, 4 o 5 or & Len-ackrs
tracts and Put them tofether and make a subdivizicom of their own, FAnd that was
allowable, becavsze woi could take the Farmland andd break it of into 1 acre

tracts ancd 2 acre tracts or and of that kind, dnd then dou could have gour owmn

i

little center and wour own little cooberative seb-uf,.  there were about thres
of thoze aroubs that came ire  One of bthem waz on the land that aow has the
shoPPind center there in Fuskin, there's a small arcoup of lots around bhat
that waz a subdivizion where they made it 20 that PecPle could Just buy orne
Tt and Put their houze there and then doin in Farmin® witkh the rest of them,
arnd hawe a central well and everdthing of that kind, And thew had their life
within their own 1ittle 9rouP. and then that arouk clobbed bossether when it
came to thingz fthat had to do with the whole foun of Buskin, and that was one
of the reazons that the cooPerative movement broke b, becauze each ons of

those felt that they were bia enoudk o ron the ubole Bown, and bhew el

Just try bo take ower the Common9ood Societd.  And there were some kBind of
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ook meetings, A2 a4 Bed, 1 remember them wera well. FAnd some of them odid

i

i

feak dwad and uent and Bousht other lands at other Places and moved their
whinle arouk ot and =old oot wkat thes kad in kere. I don’t think that and
roaperative movements sz suck, dob wers train® oot only bo inbroduce 3
cooperative movement, but £0 =24, uoll can force everdbodd to be cooPerabive.
den’t beélieve, in dne Place, I den't belisve there's andthing that's ewer
ataod uP for dny lendht of time on 4 baziz of that kind, I8 couldn’t owver in
Ruzsia, for evamble., if it dide't have the might of the Communist Parts bebind
if, Thed coulda’t have dene the Communistic work thed kad there, but when thed
bad the whole of Fuseid and wére ironing out the maximz 45 1aid down by Mares
anel Ehen Lenin and Tratska, thew could do it becausze thew had the whole nation
it there, and thew had 411 of the moved dnd 211 of the Power and could make
all of the laws. Fod theyw conld kold it fofether bhat wad.

BT: Do ol remember a Me. Butterfisld?

WeM:  Yes, 1 remember Buttertield,

BT: What role did ke Blaa?

WoM: 1 den’t know.  Fs T pemembér, Mow, T don’t know that he is the one that
had the 1ittle hotel or whether he wasn’' . How, it seems Lo me bhe wasn’t.
MOW, hawve bou talked o someboody elde about 117

ET: Dan Graves menticoned that ke had at one Paint Pazsed out a wellow
brochure, 4 booklet arguing with the CommonSond Socistd.

DM Well, he was arve of the leftizts in there, [ remenber the name verd
well, but T can’t, ke had no childeed 32 1 remenber, and therefore T woulon’t
bawe kaown bim wers well. OF coupses T weonld kave Enown the sounser men of the
Graves., fow ke ie soungér than 1 am. and kiz Pather and mother came here. Hod
bhoand hiz gister, 1 think they went to the, didn’t S0 to the collese
preparatory sckool that we kad, at that time he would have been too wound Lo
hawe Gome to collese. He moved here because he liked the cooPerative movemant.

LE93
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DM But that’s one of the thinds that I o was exPlainin®g Lo 90w, bthere wazs a
fellow b the name of Hawk that attempied to take owver the Commonsocd Societd.
tom. and Butterfield may hawe been in anobther one of these QroulPs. or e mad

il

Fawve been in Hawk's grcoup, 1'm nobt certain of that., Several of thoze arouls

i

moven out and thouskt that thew could 28t some land and do the thing much
better themselwves. Hnd Hawk odid move, he died Just a few vears ado, and he
must have been a werw old man at that time.

BT: Mr. Grawves, Dan Graves also mentioned that the collede burned down, and
ke sns9ested thathe suzbPected for some reason. APS00.

WOM: Mo, that, ke's talking about the building here. Ho, that building was
the Chatavdus building, that’'s where Lthe mestings were all held az I said, and
the bodz had theie dormitors on the second floor, and the class rooms and the
meebin® hall were all on the First floor, and things of that kind., Mo, that
waan't arson at all. There was one old man that used Lo come uP Lo Lhe
Common@ood Society theo and bhe waz waitin® arownd coubside and had a, he smoked
8 Pike and all of the buildings were &t uP on blocks in those dass because of
the drainase, thew couldn’t set down low on the 9round, this house iz built
that waw, too. FAod ke koocked oot his PiPe as he was 9o0in® in, and it was a
ey bime of dear, and it @0t loosze, and that's the best way that 1 cana
remember. The building burned down,  that was the aszembly building for the
Chataudua 2rouk. 1 don’t think that there wag ang arson in connechion with
that, and there wazsn't ang, it never went that far. that Peokle oid such a

thing a2z arson. They misht disadree, but it woulde’t 2o that far.
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WOM:  The town hall idea, which became the Commonzood Society, was started

a0 thew'd have a4 bazis for fettind work down in forming a Lown and

administern® the town: that was the wawa it started. How, ag it went out, the



main thing that it had was the cookerative store, and as [ sa¥, I'm not

certain how the coobPerative shtore died, except that it did during the Lime of

te 1st MWW and bec & too mand Peckle were charging too muck and cooPerabivels
e thing coulde’t run, 80 it had to be taken over by individuals and run as 4

ggular store would be run. Cause wou couledn’t egat Common®ood Sceif,  Then it
that oid not zay that the land belon®in® to the Commondgood Society could be
given awad. Mlst of the land that belonfed to the Commondood Society Finally
in the end of it, kad been zold o Peokle who i the Commondood Societw.  FAnd
then came down the fact that the only thing they owned then was ong small
subdivision whickh somebods bonght out.  Fnd then they owned what was the
poade, which belonsed to then, the strests belonded to them. because they had

3 bhem uP oand maintaining themn

i?}
=
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e ke desded to them because they were kee
anel doing that., =200 the first movement., a2z I underetand it, and 1 was away

kil 41 and some of these things: haprened before I @obt back, wis to deed the

i

adz to the countd. 20 that  the county would come down and mainbain it. AL
that time we had 2 railroad through here, and we had zome county roads down in
there., Well: if the countd was Goind to maintain them,thes were only B0ind Lo
maintain them if thew owned them, 2o the Commonsood Society deeded the roads,

the streets and all of the land as laid of f for. in sour Platts, ses. every

H

bime wou Platted, wou kad ta 9ive roads too, o ewervbods could 2t in, 1

mear, land kad to be dedicated, FAnd o thoe dedications from the Commonaood
i3

Seeiety paszéd owver to Hillshorousk Couvvtd,  Fnd then that left only the land

whick lad betueen, the Commongond Park land was the onlyd things that was left
there that belonted to the Commondood Society as such.  This was nobhing bub

marahland where won see tho beses over bhere. FAnd the Commordood Socigty

i
o

ot together and worked with Me, Dickman on it.  He bousht a dreedfe. FAnd thew
macre a deal Wwith kMim, wherebd if would 90 akead and make a navisable waterway
uP Fere, then ke could Rave all of the land, they would deed him a1l of the

land that ke made ke this dredaing oberation. 5o he bousht thiz dredde and he
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pent something like 25606 dollar: deed9ing it from 0P here at thiz basiin all

ill

the way on dowun to the river, so that 2 boat of 4 £t draft could come on up

kere. Fnd in exchan9e for that., he 9ot Probably land that when ke subdivided

it, might have been worth more than the S35006 at the f0ind rate at that time.

but this was not a cooPertaive thing., thiz was zomething that waz done on 2

basiz of, dou let me kave thiz land, and 1711 do this. and this will make Lhe
bt

g, whickh it kas. Fnd then aou 865111 had zome land left whickh was

s o

Lo be
right between the road out here which belongs Lo the countd now, decdicated and
kePt uf by the county., But on the other sicde of it iz Parkland runming up to
the water. HMHows that dees not hold over here., Those PeoPle have réParian

rights, see, thed can 90 411 the way o the water becauze Dickman bad been

w‘"’i

aiven that land for doin® thiz Particular work, and therefore he colld zell
waterfront Profrerty, IFf I were to 2ell this, T could not z2ell this as
waterfront Profertas, 1 kawve 2 1ot behind that doez 9o down Lo the water, 20
that iz waterfront ProPerts, bt alon® kere, T don’t. So, that’s who was Soind
o kesl ok bhe Park if we dizcontinued the Commondood Socists combPlebely. 2w
it was decided by the board of directors and all of thie Peofle that wanted to
caome in 2o the Commondood Socisty that comed land in here, wes actual membersz,
that we would deed the Parkland then to the counts. And I'm having difficulty
with the county on that risht nowe T have, wou zee that Pile of shell oub
there? 1 bousht the shell and Put it in, bub there wvere two Problems oubt there
that were @oin® down because Peokle run by here too fast in their motorboatz

and underwazh the bank. FAnd 1 tried to et the county Lo come in and do

"
ke
b o
~-

something about thiz., 1 zaid, it’sz 9our land, it’s nob ming, I can’t sel
bt I don’t want those trees Qoind down in the water and becomind a menace to
ravifation,and I°d like to keep them if it’s Poszible to doo I had them work
for several months on thizs Particular thing, the county commiszsioners said,
well, thiz izn't in ming, it'sz in Parks and something else, and thew said, no.

it dogzan’t belong to 0z, 20 1 have to 90 and zeé the maring and of the counby,

B
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ancd, Mo, thiz doezn’t belon® bo ws, we can’t do it thiz was, Finally sob back
cvelr to the county a9ain. Well, tke best I was able to do was to aebt them bo
piff-raff along the front there 2o that the water woulda't wash in underneath
that any further. FAnd then, to keep those trees from 20109 downs 1 bougkk
aome 2hell and Put in behind that eiff-raff, FAnd they have aot Pulled all of

those boate in that comé aronnd the inlet. There izn’t any continuous road

aoing all the wad around the inlet, thoudk was originally Platted that waw,

becanze this stopz right heres and then Picksul af9ain on the othéer side and

i

woEs on around 8 Portion of that, and then it beavels one and unless vou Bik
some marzhland, it rinz: Pretty all the wasdlend tkhe inlet as such. And wet all
wf the Place that was ocwned by Dickman was on the north z2ide of the inlet.

There are a coubPle of subdivigions even farther down that ke Put in on the

skl side alss C1E? )

3_1
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BT: Were and of the Ffiret agricultural effortzs at camming and Ppackasing

i

coaPerative or were thes Purely capitalizticT

WOM: Mo, the firet Packing housez that we had in here were cooberative, and
that waz becauvsze the federal 20vernment had come in and Put in mones for
eopPeratives in bthose davs, much as thew would boild housing, @on koow. Thiz
was not 2 large farmin® compunits wnbil about 1238 or ‘392 and in the ‘4875,
Pecansge Dickman sataved here, and I didae’t s2tay kere, nor did any of my Family
after me father died, edeert the zizter that married and came back down here,
Mo mother was here. Bub Pagal Dickman had aotten into the real sztate
buzsinezs during the first booms back in 217 and 18, and ke saw how the larnd
we cleveloPing, and ansbody that owned andg land that waz alond the water wounld
Fave himseld a bonanza iF ansthing started, if another boom started ub.  FAnd
20 ke bught all of the land that he could that was uf for tazes and thinds of
thiz kind, and ke accumglated quite a 1ot of land., bot times were poubk and

whady that waz Farming in kere was farmin®, Juzt like 4 zharecroPPer more

lezz at 8 or 18 acresz, and they would have 3 mole and hand mackhinery and
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atraf 4 naksack on wour back and thizs tybe of thing., Well, that meant that

of them were only able to get, saw, b0 Plant and cultivate, masbe up

@

gark on
to 18 acres of Sround, Well, we weren’t bid enousk to form 2 cooPerative of
ciar own at that time, and so these smaller Farmers went down to FPalmetbo and
thew zhirPed the tomatoes down there. They would fake them doun there, and thew
belonged to that cooberative down there. FAnd thed had zome 9ood tomato dears.
Az 2 consedusnce, that cooPerative fct shake down there,and Dickman wobed out
at voce, and the Farmers kad boudsht zome stock in the cooPerative: if the
conPerative macds moned, whds dol B0t shares of stock in it, wou dicdoe't aet
cazh,. FAnd the Sronk of fFarmerz 0P here then had a2 considerable amount of stock

in that Palmetto, Manatee Countd cocPerative, 2oz thed zaid, well, now, Yo

ok

Pave some extra mackinery down here and an exbra Packin® house, and we want bo
Bud that Packing house and machiners with our shares of stock, and 20 a
coaferative moverment was started wP here. and that waz the Fuskin YVegebahle

CooPerative, aod it ran for- about ten dears. But a9ain, You had some schisms,

az dend edo in most cooPeratives: 4 man, there haz bo be aome bid men bhat have

i

more ar less Bi9 ideaz, and Pukting in their shares of stock in it, and
putting in their efforts and their manafement dnd their iovolwement it it. MAnd

Lhen wou kave dour smaller Fellaz, and they bhand bosether and shake thiz big

1}

£

fella and get that much, uzg should kave more than this, and there’s this

coming uP. Dickman and mw brobther and T owned the Buzkin Veoetahl

fi 13

Pizteibntors aned oid the zelling for the cooperative. an then they resented
aome of use who were Farmind were fsbbing money For selling az well as any
shares we migkht have in the cooberative movement of the Packind house. So bLhat
was diszolwed, and the Ruskin Vedetable Cookerabtive went out of business in
about 1952 or 2. 18 was made the Roskin Yesetable CorPoration, where some of

the farmers took thizs over and then bouakt ont the rest of them., £0 that kad

bBesn the end of the cooPerative movement kere, (2590
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