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G aWBe 2, 1973--Ruskin inberview Qé)q‘r 73

Mac: Qune—of-the-things-we.were—interested. in-berms—of--organizatien of=the (::>
Jy@%1€g§"was"qhat was the importance of education in the fine arts, par-
ticularly drawing and painting,.gwas that a b;gwxaéug at the college or

was it geort=ef incidental? byt

W.D.: It was really a big thing because the feeling was that the students
were going to need to pass on some of the education which everyone re-
ceived that attracted theem to the co-operative movement you might say.
There was the 7 for example, given to oratory as well as my

graguation in 1918, Better check to see if this is right...

i*’iac : That's okay.
s
WeDs:t We had art classex and elocution classes of course, public speaking

in the various cliibs which we had within bhe college including debates and
evenings where 4ke muzic and other allied matters would be given not only
to the students but also to the residents of the commumity of Ruskin,
which had a ten%gncy to be the community in with the colgege,

Mac? Who did the teaching in painting and drawing?

WeDs: The painting and drawing was generally done by j?OC M. Adams,who was
gquite accomplished in draﬂing and the elocution was handled by Auror®

Leigh who had a degreeg in oratory from Boston College,and the music was
handled by Regie Edwawds and Geo¥ye M. Miller., This we had in connectio®
with the vollegel quartet,and this helped us out gd in our programs for

the particular community.

Mac: Did your mother do any teaching of art?

W.D,: No, she did not teach in the arts, although she did do an occasional
painting. Her forte was literature, m® and she handled the classes in
English 1lit. and the courses like Emerson and others of Juesesd- that
particular nature., The language end of it, which is also the fine arts I ‘ﬂ
would take it, was handled by Clara C, Miller, In Spanish, Harriet

Orcutt, who handled the German, the Iatin which at that time was quite
necessary fas handled by my father, George W\ ?fﬁgy Miller,

Mac: Was there ever a visitor to the college, changing the topic, by the
name of FEarl Miller, not necessarily a member of the family but maybe
somebody who lmgmée had come down from Ruskin, Tenn.?

W.D.YNot to my knowledge. He had meny visitors but among those
Ido nOt get any bells ringingo.Ol...ﬂ..'&lQ..QOOO"QQIOO.Q.'.Q..!..C.ltl.!

S
Mac: Thinking again about drawing and paintingg, . was there any particular "7
reason given why this was important or is it just held to be nice in itself

W.Ds: Well, this was a fine arts college, more thahm an industrial type of
of college. Therefore these were emphasisged because most of the students
were working gfor the A.B. degree.

Mac: Can you remember offhand any particulaAvisitors at the college who
might -ha¥e been parthcularly avtive in a nation-wide movement?

W.:The only one which I can defin}tely state that had any influence on the
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Christian Socialist which was published in Chdcago and he lectured

quite often and spent a great deal of time down here and brought his
family who also went to school down there. There were four of them.

He lectureé mostley on psychological matters . ~“%=#s-~-= Also another
one who spent a great deal of time down there was Kate Richards 0'Hare
who spent a large part of 2 or 3 winters as a guest at our home and she
was well known among socialistic circles and had done a grewt deal of
lecturing all over the country, but none that were stressed in particular
in the co~operative movement,

Mac: Does the name Vrooman do anything for you?

W: Yes, but I do not have all the information on it:; hg#e but he was very
active in the early day of the college in -l Trenton, Missouri.

Trenton was really the center of the co-operative movement in those

days and Vrooman ws- was a man of considerable influence and money in
connection with it and he had made a quite a stride toward trying to work
out a ee—ssessmmsy- co-operative mewsmes colony at Trenton PEFeses-

and when the vollege was moved to Chdtago., It was not really Chicago

but it wasOlenellen, I11l, About 1904 or 1902, he lost some of his interest
in the college and so far as I know did not contribute anything as a
teacher or from & money standpoint.

Mac4 Thinking again about the early days of the college itself down herg)
was the name or were the teachings of John Ruskin mentioned 4iot or
1g§§ was he just sort of there as a mg name for the town?

d
W: No, he was not there as a name for the town. He hag established a
Ruskin college in Oxford University.

M: Did mgdmm- people talk a lot about h%m here?

W: No, I wouldn’J y thQy talked alot about him,but the college was &
affiliated with §ﬂ§€College in England only as Néw College here might

be affiliated with New College in England. It simply was taking some

some of the precepts of John Ruskin and putting them into a social picture
and the largest one of those would have been the facf that the students
were able to work for both their board and room and this was one of the
things I understand John tauggt --that everyone should be able to get

a higher education ,even whether ey had the money e, This way it

was spreading the 1deaaof higher learning gor all of the students,
regardless of thetr particular capital.,

M: When one talked about sgcialism or talké&d about the mmportance of the
arts or things like this,¢sdid Ruskin ever get mentioned as an =
important personm or an portant fmgure.gg?

R

WY I would not say that he played any great part in influencing the
thinking of the students themselves . Now you may have had a much more
greater influence on the president of the college and in attempting to
work out some of the dreams N John Ruskin had in the matter but the
emphasis between the college's name and the town's name and Joha R/
was not made, an@y not given any importance.

M: One of the things that your father did,I understand,was to be one
of the printipdd fun isers in terms of outside,making appeme
appearances for the college outside the immediate community, Did he
lecture aPot or travel ﬂlot?
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W: He lectured quite extensively,and he was asked to do lecture work in
sociology at Columbia Universit§ which he did two aor three fifferent times.
There was not?®fundraising angle to the college, which was thewme- one

of the things that made it difficult for them to go on ahead because -digsiwsd
Al bt <t e ey, 1t had to be self-sustaining and it

was very difficult to Iind enough money from the self-sustaining end in the
college, even though the favulty ws&sn't too large and wasn't too highly
paid...ﬁﬁmply because father felt that if he got any money from any_one
that kad they would try to dictate what the functions anffi the work should
be,and it was his feeling more o less that someone had amassed a, fortune
would be thinking in terms of their own good other thanf the gool that the
college itself was trying to establish. Am I making that clear?

il
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W: So, as far as I know, there was never any checkgimade~ of any kind from
the co-operative movement or the socialistic movement or anything else,
The college was largely sustained by the sale 6f land in the town of
Ruskin, whéeh through the Ruskin homemakers which werew the Millers and
the Dickmans,a certain percentage of some of the sales went to the college
#%8- as being an attractve @smd part of the colony itself,

M: One of the things that Paul Dickman mentioned was, S@ar oé% @ the

reasons ae gave for the difficulty the community had in sustaining 1tsel%~dms
,falthough income from land sales went into the community and

college, there was not power of taxation,and so wt once th@ land - _

was sold , that was it. Dows that meem seem to you to be an accurate

assesment)of'was there some philosophichd reason why one should not tax?

W : No, t?fe was nd} philosophical reason. It was back in the days of what

th@y used to call the single tag,and that thinking was in some ways

allied to the co-operation mbvement. The single tax was U . that "l

there should be just one tax and not a multiplicity of taxes, but being

doen here in Rusk1n7we-haé-very-l&bbbe-seeia&ésbée we had very 1itth;

and being that most’ of the people belonged to the socialistic party, they Y&

had no political bearing whatever on the funds which the colony rif might

have, Aftex llwae could swing was a number of votes thabt-made-ib-very

éiffieunks which would not be necessarily or possibly under the democratic

party, so that this was one thing that made!%t %?ry difficult foff us to

get any of the county money to fix up our =®e ar@nﬂéé% %rovements in

the streets of the town. It all haf to be done by a certain percentage of

am land sales going into what was called the gcommon_good. In other words,

whey the ten gere tract was sold, a ggytain pércentage of that aesage

aqspage was e¢pther paid to the gcommon good which consisted of owners of

la¥d in Ruskin or there was acdrage allotted for the amount rather thah

the money given into the_gommon:good so that thquommongood could sell the

land to someone else and get the right money that way or people could

take it out in labor on their own and)in this way, earn a place for their

homestead. Is that clear?

M: Right.‘lid anyone think ahead to wonder what was going to happen once &
the initial amount of hand was sold? How wd!h( the community sustain itself
in the absgense of a tax base.?

L™
W: It might sustain itself only in growing large enough to have some radSe
political sighificange so that the cougq%jwould help sustain the rooms..
To my certain vecollection, the colleg ﬁspent a dime on the original
romgs down hererand it was very @ifficult to get them to put in even
bridges over the rivers going up to Tampa,

. il . .
M: YOu mentioned the relfictance of #h- your father to acc€pt outside fundini
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Pfor the college community., How did the Miller family, which,l undero%{ljij
stand T more or less ran the college 5, feel about the financial reaz ;
redationship to the Dickman family which was more or less providing

the funding for the college and the coimunity initially., Am I describing
the case accurately?

W3 =@ No, you are not describing the case accurately. The Dickmans,

theee brothers of my mother, put in the money which they had secured

in Trenton and Sedalia, MO ; and they also furnished the necessa

equipment for farming, such as mules and wagons and things of this king.
But this was more or less their contrivution-~the money helped to pay for
the land and get the town suveyed and possible to sell. But so far as them
contributing to the college itself, I do not believe that they did,other
than simplythave their chidren if they were of a school age ofable to &
go to college¥let them come into the college that way. Did Paul seem to
think at there was any contribution made by the Dickmans to the college?

M: No, I hadn't meant to imply that, yet it seemed to me as if a lot of
capital to make the initial land acquisition had come from the
Sedalia, %ﬁ%f” transaction,

)

W: That's correct,

M: It seemed as if the college within that context of the community was
largeky a Miller family operation;and so there is a kind of a cultural
operation going on on the other hd, I wonder whether th"™at seemed to be
a split or whether th@p compl&mented each other.

W: It did not complement each othere at all, They were decidedly separate,
The Dickman?s of course had their interests in the land and A,P. Dick-
man Paul Dickman's father, was trustee for what was called the Ruskin

7 Homemakers, Ruskin Homemakers consisted Bf the Miller family and the

{ three Dickman's, A.P, Dickman,\_\mckman ,» and A,P, or Bert .
Dickman was the trustee for the Ruskin Homemakers., Then we had a _common

good secregtary which was Harrg*D.;@reh&q who also taught in the college.
She kept the frecords of the common good, who had bought the land and any
money that came in from that, -~ ‘opeytt

M: And so the s%lary for the people who taught at the college came from
student tuition?}

W: Not necessarily, a great many students did not have any money at all
to put into a tuition nor &% were they able to contribute anthing except
their labor against even a day-to~day expense of running the school and
feeding the students in the dorms. Idon't know myself how anyone could k&
have worked it,because certainly it wasn't at any time a money making
proposition in so far as I know, ¥No salary ever given to the Miller
family for the teaching,that is. I guess it was suppossed to be more or
less a labor of love to get this thing oveg'so as a gonsequence, when

ther died in 1919, which was just at the end of WWI, the college had

een discontinued for a year or two because so many of the students were
in the army. It just did not open up in 1919, At that time, even the
campus itself and the temporary building that was on it was under$mortagage
which was foreclosed and even the land of the college went out of the
control of the Miller group.

M: How about the club home itself, Was that legally part of the collége
or was that private holdingQ}or do you remember how that worked?

s Ye it. was a private family holding. _Somewhere along th li’ th
gusg ﬁé.ye_ been ond’ or WO 1n t%e sale %f land and at tha txhx?le, gﬁe i of



5 : CAafa vEBD 5;

house of L.L., Dickman and Sy A.P. Dickman and the Miller house was built’at
about the same time of 19123 1913, or 1914, The house hhat is ay *x
e¥der culb house was the president's residence, though I don't think bhat
the college had any hold whatever in that particular real-estate;but it
did produce a cultur spotjand at that time, when the temporary shipe#a&k)
building, which was were the first classes were held and where the boys'
dorm and the common dining room was, was burned down and as a conseguenge,
the only way the college could function was by turning the Miller home
open to the college, Bar students, s@ that it became more than just

a place of residence for the presidenet and his family,

It actually became the central place for all of the teaching that was

done and not where the weemsk work of keeping the college going was,

but from the standpoint of the classes being held?because it was the

only large building in connection with the college at that time.

W 44 e [ ouSe
M: So the classes went on right Rhere ‘and what is nowuuma_ thabg‘c!ﬁ Aj

W: Yes, there were about four @v five rooms that could be used simul-
taneously, and the third floor had_a big room. In fact, there were
two rooms on the third floot, %= is noWthe living room 1is
where assemblies would be held in the general teaching of the larger
classesland the dining room was also used as a classroom, which is one
of the Qeasqns why the partition was put up between it, the main room
ané the dirdng room, so that there could be separatéon,

7

M: At its largest,about how many students were there.

}_,&‘
W: The laggest amount was about # 30Qﬁ down here at one time;which
inclihide@ the the resident students and glso the students from the comm-
unity of which there were quite a number,

M: Was there communal dining for the students then in the x clubhouse
building?

ckaiwziua
W: The communal dining was down in the earliest days in the

building, which burned down&but the students did eat with the family in
a great measure,

M:;BMJ gtudents get tegeblhers~ together and help # do the cooking?

W: No, most of that cooking was done by the Miller family, because there
wasn't money to hire and have it dbne,

F q

MA
M: Temsamg- That was a lot of cooking”..p‘

W: Yes, it was a lot of cooking =i A X :
It wouldn't be for 300 or 400 people because there werQ 1t that many
boarding students. Most of them at one time were coming from the community.

M: The student's day as I understand, was divided up into 4 hour segments
of work and @ studgy, etc. When did that day begin and at about what &

time?

—
W: The day began at @@ 7 in the morning. The first casses were held at
7,8nd they were about 40 minutes in lengthyand the first four hours,
which would be at 7-11, would be worked in scholastically and gthen the
break for lunch , and then the students wd ‘rked in the afternoon earning
their board and tultion sut in the college farm or in clearming up the
campus or doing someth/—ing up toun.

M: Were they paid in cash?
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W: No, there was no payment in cash., It was simply for the good of the T

college.f= It was how they allocated that,
| 8
M: Were there any sort of labor credits or ppeces pf paper?

W: I do kmew not know. I suppose there was simply a bookskeeping record
that was done by Abner Miller, who was our older brother and taught in
addition to handling the admf%istrative function so far as money went
~fnd also did a good deal of work in the Ruskin Beacon which was a wee ﬁly
paper., I think it was every two weeks. This was a small, almost
tabloid paper that promoted the sale of land that went up for people who
had the same type of thinking and attempted to keep them advised of what
was going on in the school,

M: The Ruskin B was for outside the community sme and also for

those insbde the ¥riangle? “
A ———— ; ; ‘i

: &
W:The‘g}iangle would have amounted to a collegesissl can't put Jay name to itu.

M: A newsletter for inside the college?

W: No, it was a gegular *p publication. More or less like a college
bulletin ?F:M?a‘nt the various courses which the college gave and

things that had fo do with the college as much the same as the papers that
g were put out by some of the other institutions of learning.
o ¥
M: When the ‘articles were written g;nut the Ruskin Beacon, who
generally did the writing? :

W: The writing was generally of a sociological nature and was done

by father. W It had salesé of land anglesywhich it mme used he®o-

both for land sales, which automatically brought something into the college
and into the community. And then that was done by Abner and my brother.

He had just sold an I.0.D. #ePpp meadow a&nd workéd in the shop. It was

not a large shopybut it was all hand-set and the flat-bed press was run

by the motor which didn't always work.,. & good deal of the circulation
work was done by myself-- that is, in the folding and mailing of the
papers. And I believe the thing was on a monthly basis, rather than a
weekly basis because we oouldn't habw- have gotten it out with the small
organization we had, There was some advertizing carried, which also helped
to meet the printing for the printer,who was a very competant man,

MY Was the printing done here rajffer thah in Tampa? ﬁﬁ;ar

W: ¥es, it was done here jand that was done in the collegefln the tem-
porary building. Part of that building was & house Hhet~the Ruskin Beacon
and then an adjoining building had the workshop for leather and the ?
wood-working, 1ike building $e¥ furniture and things of this kindr—and

then the rather communal laundry in which we did the coblege laundry and sm
some of the students' and'algo for the president's family. The original
girls worked in hhose barious mattfiers as well as clearing land and

raising vegetables and things of thifmes kind. One of the difficulties af
was that though there were some vegetables raised, there wasn't any ready
market for them because we had no way of getting thegm to Tampa and shippin7
them North, We had only the boat between Ruskin and Tanf}a,and there might
be an aese excess of some particular thing like eggs or vegegtables or
things of this kind that they had to be taken up to Tampa on a boat and the
then sold up there, more or less on an open market rather than the usual
way. There was no way of shipping theyn in volume, One of the isrESresshinre

interesting things that you might not have touched on was the scZE=ZEe—



v

o v
scrip¥ which the gommogagood society had, This was one of the ways of (-!
keeping up with people who buying the land ¥ and working out the land
by day+=labor on the roads and cfearing and theings like this, They were
issued what was called the common good scri.pﬁ,and it was so much for
so much money}and it acted as a medium of exchange and a person could
take it down %o the co-operative store ar at one time and put it
against his bill for food at the house and then that commoﬁ“good scrip#
could be taken by whoever was running the store and have it redeemed in
commongood land so that it became a method of exchange. There were bm
times when you could have shaken the whole town &##-~ community down
and you wouldn't have found 500,00 dollars in the whole town. There had
to be some medium of exchange . You could go over and work on your place
if you had no money to pay him,

M: Was that scrip# printed up here in the community?

W: YeS.
Mk I wonder if anybody still has any of that?

W: I don't think that there is any of left of any particular value,
as it was one way the early roads and streets were fput in,

M: Did the students ever get scriF‘ for doing the work?

W: No, there was none of the scripf used in that particular fashion,
Mostly, an exchange of labor for something to eat and wear was what was
ingolved,

MY Thinking back again about the print ship and the Ruskin Beacon, do
you happen to remember any colleges or communities that the Beacon
went out to that might have copies of this because it appears as if
there are not copies?

exTaht
W: No, I don't believe that any Bf them are ssbandint at the present.
The only way it might be possible to pick one up would be someone who
had saved soemthing over a period od years;but this was used also for the
sale of land and they would write about the availability and ekes2i
cheapnesseé of the land,and where it had come=do-Florida and shei
this type of thing. So that there was a certain amount of value from the
propaganda standpoint in the %ale of land, but again, it was very
difficult for a person who had in mind buying to come down and find
a place when he was determinbl\®P what land he wanted-am at what
price because the boat only raw about 3 or 4 days a week and in the
stormy season it might not go over once a week because the bay was too
rough to come back so that the keak=ar- people of that kind had to go
to Tampa and then come down the boat and be brought by mule wagon on up}
and in a great many instances, they had to stay up at our house because
there was no$ hotel available for them to stay in.
So a gfat-deal of the sale of land was done by letter otrher than
the particular person actually seeing the land and knowing where it was,

M: So there was a fair amount of visitors in and out of the main
buildings and an numbefr of visitors to the community -- so that there
were a number of visibors #%e and potential buyers that came?

W:Yes, theee was, but the dﬁfficulty of getting down from Tampa and the
fact that it would take you all week to get down and get back made it
very rough to try to make sales in any volume,

&
V\‘M[ There appears to be a fairiy ¥iw clear line efre- of responsibility




within the Miller family of who would teach what o# who would handle- (35
what, Was there a clear idea of regponsibility of what member of the
family might take over the college @§¥necessary?

o
W: N¢, there was no heir apparentlggqit. When yhere 1s no money, there
is no heir apparent to it. It was a parental thing and Abner, who was
married at that sk time and had 3 or 4 children, were working on a
very tight schedule so there was hardly enough money coming &n to
pay for his labor and things of beaks--tmbegs- of this kind., It was
more of a dream and a feeling that there was something being done
for the social movement rather »k than the co-opezm4ive movement,
The co-op movement was not stressed so much,except from the standpoint
of the restrictionsk which were placed in the deeds., i.e., 2 @ person
might buy a piece of land but if there were restrictions in the deeds
governing how he had to work on that particular landy then :'he-had
to heed them. The same went for the restrictlions on rdesfmai e
cigarettes and liquor, which were not sold in town.

M: Were there reasons given for that restriction?

W: No, but you can always put a restriction on anything you sel}.
These were not restribctions which were particularly of record though
they must have been in the courthouse in Tampa, though I dort know.
Another example-~if a person were even to offer a cigarette to a party
when he was iIn his own home and the party wanted to sqe@l on him, his
land then cculd be taken over by the commongood society, because there
was & reverted¥clause in it. Or if & person wanted to go ahead and have
a business, it had to be a co~operative business and it had to be loecated
on a co-operative place. The only store for food and clothing was a
co-operative store, Of course having no competition, it had a lock on
the people that were in here. They didn't have money to pay for their
food, #+ = and it became very hard dtn the man who was trying to run the
store. If they brought_commor good script, the man could not take it
up and buy wholesale on thatjyand those resttrictions, that were in the
original deeds,that no liquor could be sold or no cbgarettes either,were
formed in account of the fact that being a college town, and they were
out primarily to regulate t lives of the people who bought a livlyhooq,
they would not provide a tempation to the students in the community.

X :

¥ But it still applied>to the land, which meant that it applieé to the
adults as well as the students?

W: Correct, it did not apply =w#x to the students, because they did not
have a hand in buying the landv=-so that it did not &¥#2y interfere i
with getting a complete title to your land because_any time a reverte
clause is violated, you do gomething that reversed the gommord yood also.
But know of no man who was ever taken up in these revertgﬂrclauses.
Theyiwere still a legal thing which made it very difficult to sell
something if you were trying to p+sa~t- put another store in. Now it
was asked whether or not something had a revert clause in it, and
what wolild happen 1fxﬁﬁe put up something that was not a co-operative
store.

M: There must have been a lot of correspondance and drafts-kpf speeches
letters and papers outside,not including the minutes of the_gommon
good, Would those have gone to some of the older children in the familiy*®

W: Wo, nothing of that kind was toucheé~on because there weren't any.qr
children of the family that thought as strongly on the movement as
father did; as a cmefconsequence, when he died, the movement
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#* in the town died with him,and the person that had the mortgage in the Cz'

land of the college campus simply took overe the land because there {WJJ
was a mortgage on it. A~ Later, this land was purchased back by Paul
Dickman and 0.,D. and myself. That was the subdivision that is now

Campus Shores,

M: But thgg family papers and the early literature about the college,
the kind thing that would have been left presumdbly, youe mother
would have had a lot of those, did those go to your children?

W: No, as far as’' I know, none that went to any of the children. There

2 _was water over the damyand there was a living that people had to make,

The girls, Georgﬁk@a, married men who were also in the faculty. She

. married ILester Medeawd in her first marriageﬁand he taught agriculture

at the college and Auror® marriedR Ray G dwards, who was & very

eminent violinist and had a great deal of music that went on 8®» at the

college=and agter he died, she married a guy by the name of P

George'b-ba married Ben Heeafs Mﬁ“i’ c,?l.‘?. " v
ﬂdd',& Mi H,&“ ij{ﬁ,(;

M: Was Pauline's husband, ¥efmrd, a brother of Lester?

W: Yes. -

M: Was he associated with the college or the farming community?
Nethpgve A4 ?

W: He was in the family, which consisted 015“ei wel%)first of

all klester came down and was connected with the college and he also

farmed after his marriage to Georget¥a, then his father came down and

brought the rest &f the family. Théflived down here for some timeéand

the rest of them did no teaching and the younger bogs and girls went

to school, There was no bond othefg than the § marriage bond to the

Miller €amily and th#.fact that Lester taught on the faculty.

M: Was Ray Edwards, as far as you know, connected at all with the Edwarsgs
who was up at Ruskin, Tenn,?

W: Yes, he was the son.

M: Do you know what occupation th!’father had?

W: I don't know what occupation the father had af Ruskin but he was kind
of a dreamer as far as I know and he never stepped down to look

at a snake down herig. s

M: He did come down here though,

W: Yes, he cage down and lived here for a while,

M: Would he have been a printer, maybe?

No, he wasn't a printer,as far as I know, he had nop useful occupation.

‘He was one of the $2fyrs up in Ruskin though I didn't realize how much

of an incentivek he was up there but there was a general feeling that if
there was a community, tha% hinking in the line of co-operative
mdﬁements and socialistic movemehts that there ought to be somewhere
whersa man who had a dream in that gngle could just come in and find

a free bed and room which happened very often in our family.

M: So that the college and the community became gze-kind of dreamer
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4o el
hotel, Is i}y exaggerated somehow that there were a lot of people who
were interested in it in éheory but not in making it work? [G/

W: The community itselffnvere contributed money-wise. It might contribute
from the standpoint of letturing or something of this kind, Somebodg
capable of doing it came down and stayed here. But we had a number of the

~ —eminent socialialists: RichardSO'Hare for one and this carf from

Chicago came down and looked at our place with nothing exXcept being able t¢
eat and sleepjand it didn't make it any easier foo the family.

M: Wa@-How did the communhty at large feel about the people who were
coming into the college atbacted for idea11§tic reagons, Was there
a kind of growing uneasiness about all thise: Were they tolerated?

W: Well, the college itself was very well tolerated because they were kind
of tied in wigth the community, but they brought the question of the land
i Ae college people on the other side.,

b ogners being on one side and t
jt:jiﬂ??n was that they had very little in common as far as economics was

concerned, There was no funding people within the community much as
these is down at New College,

M: Were therwe dissident groups who came down, groups with comparatively
unusual beliefs who came down to the community or to &the college as for
example, people in the spirituvalist movement, pwpple in the free-love mover
ent, any groups like this?

W: No, these were p&ng of the spirituslists,but they all allied togkther.,
There were no religious groups either. e{e was no established church an)
where in the town for a number of years. I don't know if there was any
church like the Methodist or Baptist following that had their own
churchApntil 1918, 2

M: Did people do anything special on Sunday? Dug they faq gather at the
college building?

W: They gathered either at the college buildings after the temporary
building burned down., They gathered at the public school bulldlngpand the
was a religlous service,but non-denominational,eonducted by% father

and he would expound on religious matters or sociological matters

because he felt that gJesus came for a social message as well for
spiritual reasons. That was brought up a great deal in the services

which we would have, There was some new taoughgﬂ'and people who wer e
interested in unity.

Ms Wh&f particular did the new people thinE: or who were they?

\\E,

Ws \ere- were something outside of the wstablished church like
the Eplsc&palians o¥ wlaw the lMethodists or Baptists or things of this
kind, I don't know that I can put my finger on the difference between
an established church and the new _thoughtpbut it was somethling to do
with the Transcdient&lists' mévement 1n N%W England which had run
its course up there but the thinking was stillaround.

Iy ORQUTT
M3 Some of the articles Harriet Lremll wrote, she kept using the words

.pew ghouvht people but I wasn't quite surc.. + o

—

Ws I don't think that wou would get the new thought other than one might
get together and discuss such things as the Science of the mind or
Christian Science whiclh wasn't well established then but it was thinking
outside of the establlshed.ﬂhurches.
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M: Do you know if your father wrote doen his message in advance or did HEfy
ssus just talk off# the topi )

W: Well, he generally talkéd off the top because he was a very busy man.
He had the college aroundkés his neck, the financing upon him, the sale
of land. Borrowing money and pa¥ing it off, etec. So that it was mewve-e-
more or less a matter of keeping up with the spirit because it was head,
heart, and hands within the Ruskin movemant)and this would cmme under
£7e heart end of the thing. The head would’be the educationaly the
heart would e the spiritual, and the hands would be the living end of
the thing.
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M: Was there sort of a saying about education that went orfi with the head
hear?}and hands. Was there a particular set of slogan8? )

W:No, there wasn't any. We used to use in football or basketball wpells
and things of this kind tying it in with the college but thOSeeaijfhp%:g
matters were primary to any education, :

M: Was there a feeling that you really didn't know something wnless pou
could do it with pe¥k hands?

W: No, it wasn't that. A person should recognhize the labor was was
contributing as well as what the educational perdon was contributing and
the person who was mfre on the spiritual side was contributing. You

had to have thggéfgpings in order to make the complete g=E=® man.

M: Was your father a pretty godd public speaker?

S heteuv e
W: Yes, he was excellent and did some work for the Shasefr§ circuit, I
don't know if he was ever”Wi§§W§§% bigger Shecofxas,but he did believe
in thisjand the first college,thaf went up was called the S 9 Al
buildinZ, Of course, he intended to work in the[§§§§§§§§§g having theﬁz\,bré
Sggggﬁmas con®,down, which would be good for the Town an he college
1 f. Yet,as faras I know, there was ngver any Shecofra speaker
that came ddwn. /It may hfive been an indivital speaker that came down but it
was not a whole S@ecofra group.

M: About the way in which the family members split off from the college
organizatbon,..people got married and 1eft)I assume the college before your
father's death? 4

Le b
W: No, I wouldn't say they did,kcause th had to be some incomeg other thanp
from tlke-e college 8 to different people,” That's entirely true, but
they had givern gotten theilr land from the college land, a general rule,
and they had eaten from the college table and things of this kind,
They stayed until W.,W.I. when they had more to do with breaking things
up because,while none of #we the faculty were drafted, many 88 of the
students wWere. To keep from being drafted, they volunteered so that the
younger people who would have gone to school had the way not to come
along, and the people who would have come to school from the outside
had t%e warn NeE=gone-on courd, This simply made the group of students
go downhill from ® 1917 and 1918 and it was 1919 when father died.
I graduated #m from the last class in 1918 and comé the nemxt year was
when we were in the war pretty heavy and Abner stayed down here with his
family and Lester and George#ta were here together,and Edwards and
Auror@& were here,and elyids was here and nearly éﬂl the faculty were
here (" o rEl L ~Pet e TEanRe?
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M: 0.D.voff at war? / 5,2
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Ws Yesiéﬂé was never dn the faculty but nor was® I.. It was war that {ZLé)
broke ¥ up as much as anything,and the fact that hisjhealth had been

failing for a number of years, and he couldn't do his normal amount of
woPkjand so with no money and no students there wasn't any percentage

of them staying)but they didn't go before father's fleath,

M: Thg\subsequent to the war, when you get into the government development
beforgﬁ92?, in Blorida there was an increase in the land values of what
had been the campus property but that might have §;§;;; been taken

over by mortzages, right?

W: Right. The owner of the first mortgage foreclosed in the land so there
was no %ysical or financial assegts pertaining to the college at allg ¢
“so n ought over them, because the family itself simply said ) = /7
e ca o about now and think of ourselves assk sowgusy and not somebod
=glsea" X 4 £

M: Theré's a limitjafter al%}to self-gsacrifice,

W: Yes, sometimeséfthat limit is a long time in coming, but it gets there
after a while, A

M: Would you say in general that among the children there was a feaction
against the communal idealg/having worked so hard on it for so long?

W: No, @&ther than the fact than the ideal of founding the college was a
different matter than the ideal of funding the college. There were people
who came down who were attracted to the co-operative movement, and they had
thelr own ideag about it. There were soclalists who came down with ideas
on how to make socialism work,# not necessarily that they had any better @4
ideas ®kea than Eugene B‘Debbs,BS anyone else, It was a little like
religions schisms. FEach one thogught they were on the right track and as
a consenuence, a portion attrcting people in large bldcks probably knew
someone who was interested in a socialistic movement deal and had other
friends to bring in. There were a number of groups that came in and
bought 40 acres,which made a number of small subdivisions in town which
was not good for Ruskin city,and they simply dividelap and worked on a
communal deal all the way throughgbut they @y wanted to push their &%
communal ideals on other people ahd they only had one vote because they
only owned one piece of land apiece, @s=B®n- If a man had 20 votes, it
was because he belonged to that group. One way of thinking about
socialism or co-cperative movemmat was the block € votes held and say
this is the way it's going to bg handled wss=TSFeed =t

& and theh there was the original owner of the land whon shede around

by those who said that we are in a bigger majoriity than you are and must
be guided by what we do,

M: Okay, end of the AntervieWesseseesseseese
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