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ABOUT 1903 THERE WAS A FAMILY SY THE NAME OF Wl~LIAMS (OF WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN 

SOME BEFORE). MENTION OF THEM AGAIN 1$ NECESSARY BECAUSE OF THE LITTLE KNOWN, 

BUT IMPORTANT EPISODE WHICH OCCURRED WHILE MRS- WILLIAMS WITH HER CHILDREN, WERE 

ON THE TRAIN GOING TO THEIR SUMMER HOME IN THE CAROLINA MOUNTAINS. THE DATE MAY 

HAVE BEEN A YEAR OR TWO LATER. Mv SOURCE FOR THE STORY WAS ONE OF THE WILLIAMS SOYS 

WHO WAS ABOUT 6 YEARS OLD AT THE TIME. Hts MEMORY IS NOT QUITE CLEAR AS TO THE 

EJlACT TIME. 

ANYHOW, HERE IS THE STORY AS HE TOLD IT TO ME. NORTON WILLIAMS, ALONG WITH 

THE MOTHER AND THE OTHER CHILDREN WERE ON THE TRAIN GOING TO THE MOUNTAINS, WHEN 

A TALL GENTLEMEN WITH A MOUSTACHE WHO WAS SEATED ACROSS THE AISL·E OFfERED·THE 

CHILDREN SOME APPLES. THIS LED TO AN INTRODUCTION, AND IN THE CONVERSATION, DR. 

MILLER WHO WAS THE MAN WHO OFFERED THE CHILDREN THE APPLES, TOLD MRS. WILLIAMS 

THAT HE HAD BEEN TO FLORIDA SEARCHING F<IJI A SUITABLE PLACE TO ESTABLIS"H A,COLLEGE, 

AND WAS RETURNING HOME WITHOUT HAVING FOUND SUCH A PLACE. Now MR. WILLIAM 1S HUSBAND 

WAS AT THE TIME OPERATING A TURPENTINE STILL ON WHAT WAS KNOWN AS MARSH BRANCH, 

ABOUT A MILE EAST OF THE PRESENT SITE OF RUSKIN. WHETHER WILLIAMS OWNED THE LAND 
' 

IS NOT CLEAR. HE MAY HAVE BEEN WORKING THE TURPENTINE CROP ON A LEASE BASIS. "THE 

LAND WAS LATER BOUGHT BY THE DICKMAN AND MILLER FAMILIES, OWNED BY CAPTAIN DAVIS. 

HoWEVER, MRS. WILLIAM'S DESCRIPTION Or THE TRACT INTRIGUED DR. MILLER SO HE 

CAME BACK DOWN TO SEE ABOUT IT. As A RESULT OF' THIS CASUAL TRAIN ACQUAINTANCE, THE 

SEED WAS PLANTED WHICH ULTIMATELY LED TO THE PURCHASE OF THE P_ROPERTY AND TO THt; 

ESIABLISHMENT Or THE TOWN OF RUSKIN • 

. 
Now DR. MILLER HAD MARRIED ADELINE MILLER WHEN HE LIVED IN CHICAGO WHERE HE 

WAS AT ONE TIME A PROSECUTING ATTORNEY rOR THAT CJIY. HE WAS ALSO AN EDUCATOR ASD 

A MAN Or WIDE LEARNING. He WAS DESCRIBED AS BEING A SOMEWHAT IDEALISTIC MAN AND 

A GREAT HUMANITARIAN, tVERYONE WHO KNEW HIM REMEMBERS HIM AS A TALL 'KINDLY MAN 

WITH A MUSTACHE. HE WAS DEEPLY RELIGIOUS AND UNALTERABLY OPPOSED TO ALCOHOLl·C 
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MADE THEM DOUBLE 8ROTHfRS-lN-LAW. THE DJCKMANS WERE PRIMARll .. YFJl.RMERS IN MISSOURI 

BUT MR. DICKMAN HAD GONE TO THE CITY TO WORK BUT STILL RE7.~INED HIS FARM LANDS IN 

lowA. 

WHEN DR. MILLER RETURNED TO CHICAGO, HE HAD DECIDED TO RETURN TO RusKJN AND 

ATTEMPT TO RE-ESTABLISH A COLLEGE HERE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING EDUCATION 

FOR THOSE WHO WERE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE COSTLY FACILITIES IN THE NORTH. HIS IDEA 

WAS TO ENROLL STUDENTS IN ACADEMIC WORK FOR SIX MONTHS AND TO PROVIDE WORK ON THE 

COLLEGE FARMS FOR THE REMAINING SIX MONTHS, THgREBY ENABLING THEM TO EARN THEIR 

TUITION. 

IN 1906 HE CAM BllK TO RUSKIN WITH HIS FAMILY. THEY LANDED AT TAMPA AND 

CAME TO THE VICINITY Of SHELL POINT WHERE THEY LIEVED FOR A TlME IN WHAT WAS KNOWN 

AS THE OLD HoTEL. BELIEVE THEY LATER MOVED INTO A SMALLER PLACE WHERE THEY LIVED 

FOR SOMETIME. 

IN 1907 DR. MILLER SUCCEEDED IN BRlNGING A. P. DICKMAN DOWN TO LOOK OVER THE 

POSSIBl~ITIES FOR PURCHASING LAND IN THE AREA, SINCE HE HAD BECOME CONVINCED BY 

~IS TIME THAT THIS WAS INDEED THE PLACE TO ESTABLISH A ~CHOOL OF THE TYPE HE HAD 

LONG DRE'.AMED OF. 

MR. DICKMAN WAS IMPRESSED WITH THE AREA, AND NEGOTIATIONS WERE BEGUN FOR THE 

PURCHASE OF SOME 12,_000 ACRES OF' LAND FROM CAPT Al N DAV IS, WHICH NOW COMPRISES MOST 

OF THE' SECTIONS FROM THE Rl\ER ON THE SOUTH TO APOLLO BEACH ON THE NORTH. 

MR. DICKMAN TRADED THREE M SSOURI FARMS AS A DOWN PAYMENT ON THE LAND, WHICH 

WAS VALUED AT ABOUT $2.00 PER ACRE. 

WHEN THE DICKMANS PULLED UP STAKES IN MISSOURI, A.P., LOADED A FREIGHT CAR 

WITH A TEAM OF MULES, A WAGON, A COW AND TWO BERKSHIRE HOGS, PRESUMABLY A MALE 

AND A rEMALE, AND ENOUGH HOUSEHOLD GOODS TO SET UP HOUSEKEEPING. Also SOME FARM 

IMPLEMENTS, AND OTHER NECESSITIES. IN ORDER TO SHIP THE STOCK, MR. DICKMAN HAD TO 

TRAVEL JN THE BOX CAR WITH THE ANIMALS. HIS FAMILY CAME DOWN ON THE TRAIN. WHETHlff!i ,,.,;': 
~.: :-,.,·. 

HIS BROTHERS CAME DOWN AT THIS T"IME 18 NOT CLEAR• THE ONLY ONES I HAVE SEEN TOLD 
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A80UT AT THIS TIME WERE MRS. DICKMAN AND THE TWO CHILDRENr PAUL AND PAULINE, WHOM 

AS YOU MAY HAVE GUESSED WERE TWINS. THEY WERE 11 YEARS Of AGE AT THE TIME AND PAUL 

TOLD ME Of SOME OF THEIR FlRST IMPRESSIONS UPON ARRIVING IN THIS TOTALLY NEW, TO 

THEM, ENVIRONMENT. 

MR. DICKMAN WAS FIVE DAYS MAKING THE TRIP IN THE FRJEGHT CAR AND WHEN HE 

ARRIVED AT JACKSONVILLE, THE RAILROAD COMPANY DEMANDED THAT HE PAY A FULL FARE FOR 

HIMSELF ON DOWN TO W1MAUMA. HE REPLIED THAT IF HE PAID A FARE HE WOULD RIDE THE 

PASSENGER CAR AND THEY WOULD HAVE TO LOOK AFTER HIS STOCK. AFTER SOME BICKERING, 

THE COMPANY DECIDED THAT IT WOULD BE CHEAPER TO LET HIM RIDE THAN TO HAVE TO BE RE

SPONSIBLE FOR THE LIVESTOCK. 

THE SEABOARD RAILROAD HAD BUILT A LINE TO THE BRADENTON AREA IN 1902, AND 

WIMAUMA, 8 MILES TO THE EAST Of RusKIN, WAS THE NEAREST RAIL STATION TO THE DICK

MAN HOLDINGS. IT WAS HERE THAT DR. MILLER MRS. DICKMAN AND THE CHlLDREN WHEN THEY 

ARRIVED IN FLQRIDA •. ·HE WAS DRIVING A HORSE HITCHED TO A SMALL BUCKBOARD AND HE 

AND MRS. DICKMAN WERE ABOUT A~L THAT COULD RIDE, SO PAUL AND PAULINE HAD TO WALK 

THE EIGHT MILES T~ THEIR NEW HOME. 

PAUL SAID THAT HE RECALLED THAT THERE WAS A MAN AT WIMAUMA WHO WANTED TO COME 

TO RusKIN AND DR. MILLER PERMITTED HIM TO RIDE ALONG IN THE RIG ALTHOUGH HE WAS 

PRETTY DRUNK. IT SEEMS THAT THE DR COULD NOT REFUSE AID TO AST PILGRIM WHO 

HAPPENED TO COUE ALONG. So THE TWO CHJLDREN WA~KED, THEIR SHOES, FOR THE FIRST 

TIME IN THEIR LIVES, BOGGING TO THE ANKLES IN THE DEEP SAND OF THE ROADWAY. THE 

ROAD W5S MERELY TWO RUTS AND A HORSE PATH IN THE MIDDLE, AND CORSSED SEVERAL CREEKS 

ON THE WAY WHICH WERE PRABABLY DRY AT THAT TIME OF THE YEAR. THE PALMETTO FANS 

WHICH HUNG OVEA THE ROAD RUTS STRUCK THEIR LEGS AND THE WHITE SAND RESEMBLED 

SNOW TO THE KIDS. THEY HAD TO MAKE rREQUENT STOPS TO REST THE HORSE AS THE DEEP 

SAND MADE THE BUCKBOARD WITH ITS CARGO PRETTY HEAVY. THEY FINALLY ARRIVED AT THEIR 

NEW HOME AND J SHOULD LIKE TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO RECORD THE CHtLDRENS rEELINGS AT 

THIS POINT, BUT PAUL NEVER GAVE THEM TO ME. 
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= IHEN THE DICKMAN AND MILLER FAM!LlES CAME TO THE AREA THEY HAD TO FIND A 

PLACE TO LIVE- HOUSES WERE NOT EXACTLY PLENTIFUL, AND THE BEST THEY COULD DO WAS 

A PLANKED FOREMAN'S HOUSE OUT ON MARSH BRANCH, INSIDE THE CONVICT STOCKADE. THERE 

WAS AN OLD BUILDING THERE WHICH ·HAD BEEN US£D FOR A STORE OR COMM!SARY, WHICH THEY 

PRESSED INTO SERVICE AS A SCHOOL. THIS WAS JN FEBRUARY 1908. PAUL AND PAULINE 

WERE 11 YEARS OLD. 

THE COUNTY SCHOOL AUTHORITIES AGREED TO PAY THE TEACHER J25.00 A MONTH, PRO-

VIDED THERE WERE 12 CHILDREN IN ATTENDANCE ANl) GOING TO SCHOOL EACH DAY. IT WAS 

SAID THAT SEVERAL OF THE OLD TIMERS OBJECTED TO A SCHOOL AND KEPT WATCH ON THE 

PLACE TO MAKE SURE THAT THE RULE WAS CARRIED OUT. IF IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE 

AVERAGE WAS NOT ME:T, HIE SCHOOL BOARD WOULD REFUSE TO PAY THE TEACHER, AND THE SCHOOL 

WOULD HAVE TO CLOSE. Miss AURORA MILLER WAS THE TEACHER. ON THE ROLLS WERE PAUL 

AND PAULINE DICKMAN, 'WILLARD AND O.D. MILLER, SONNY AND SHUB BUZBEE, 'llLBURNS 

CH I IIREN, 

·SHUG LATER BECAME MosE HEWITT 1S WIFE. 5HU6 WAIGHT WHO LATER BECAME SoNNY 

DAVIS 1 WIFE, BUT I BELIEVE WAS A MANNING. THERE WERE A~SO TWO O~ ANDREW ANDREWS 1 

CHILDREN AND WILBURN SAFFOLD AND BEN MANNING. THIS IS ALL PAUL COULD RECALL. fOR 

SANITARY FACILITIES THERE WERE SEVERAL CONVENIENT PALMETTO BUNCHES AND SOME BIG OLD 

FAT LIGHTERED STUMPS NEARBY. WATER WAS FROM A COMMON DRINKING WELL, NO CUPS PRO-

VIDED. IN LIEU OF TOILET PAPER, TREE MOSS MADE A VERY ACCEPTABLE SUBSTITUTE. 

THERE WAS NO FOOTBALL OR OTHER PHYSICAL EDUCATION FACILITIES, JUST THE THREE 

11 flt1s WERE TAUGHT. PLAY CONSISTED OF A RAG BALL GAME AND OTHER SIMPLE GAMES. THERE 

WERE ABOUT 18 CHILDREN IN ALL. ABOUT FOUR OR FIVE OF THEM WERE "YANKEES" AS THE 

LOCAL PEOPLE CHOSE TO CALL THEM. THE ORIGINAL SETTLERS RESENTED THE YANKEES COMING 

INTO THE AREA •ND MADE LITTLE ATTEMPT TO HIDE THEIR FEELINGS ABOUT IT. THEY OS-

JECTED TO PAYING TAXES TO EDUCATE THEM, BUT WANTED THEIR OWN TO HAVE A SCHOOL. Yff! 

HAVE TO CONSlnER AND REMEMBER THAT THESE PEOPLE WHO WERE ALREADY HERE WHEN THE 

.. ._ • NORTHERNERS CAME WERE 
'~~, .. 

::\.~, ::' ·;~~~~ 
HARDLY A GENERATION REMOVED FROM THE RECENT CIVlL WAR AND :HI~ 

1-::-. . c/'.h~~t .'. >';,tY . :,:~, 
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WOUNDS OF THIS TRAGIC CONFLICT WERE SCARCELY HEALED. 

lHE DICKMAN FAMILY WERE, OF COURSE, THE FIRST TO COME AFTER THE MILLERS, 

ABOUT THREE YEARS. As WE HAVE MENTIONED BEFORE, THERE WAS A.P., PAUL 1 S FATHER, 

AND THERE WAS l.L. AND N.E., ANOTHER BROTHER. N.E. OR DON AS HE WAS SOMETIMES 

CALLED, HAD A TEAM or MULES, AND DID QUITE A SlT OF HAULING AND PLOWING FOR THE 

NEIGHBORS. PAUL SAID HE WAS THE KIND OF MAN WHO WOULD NEGLECT HIS OWN WORK TO GO 

TO THE AID OF A NEIQHBOR. Jr WOULD APPEAR THAT DoN DIED EARLY IN LIFE OR THAT 

HE LEFT THE COUNlRY. 0.D.MILLER l KNOW DIDN 1 T STAY AROUND LONG AFTER HE GREW UP. 

HE WENT TO ARIZONA AND BECAME QUITE A SUCCESSF"UL BUSINESS MAN. WILLARD CHOSE TO 

STAY HERE AND DID A LOT OF FARMING IN THE EARLY DAYS. HE LATER ENTERED THE REAL 

ESTATE BUSINESS AND SEEMS TO BE PRSPEROUS. 

WHEN THE DICKMANS ACQUIRED THE LAND WHICH COMPRISES ALL OF THE RuSKIN AREA 

EXCEPT SOME ACREAGE ALONG THE RIVER NEAR THE BRIDGE, THERE WERE NO ROADS.TO SPEAK 

OF' EXCEPT ONE POSTED ROAD rROM SHELL POINT TO THE ALA~IA RIVER, ABOUT 12 MILES TO 

THE NORTH. IT WAS SIMPLY TWO WAGON TRACKS WHICH WOUND AROUND THE EDGES OF' THE FLAT 

WOODS PONDS AND THROUGH THE PI NE AND PALMETTO STRANDS. T~ IS TYPE ROAD HAD BEEN 

MADE BY THE SIMPLE PROCESS Or FOLLOWING YOUR NOSE OR GOING IN THE GENERAL DIRECTION 

Or YOUR OBJECTIVE, WHICH MIGHT BE TO THE NEXT N£1GHBOR's PLACE, o~ TO THE NEARBY 

BAY F"OR FISH. 

THERE WERE NO RECOGNIZED OR COUNTY ROADS AS WE ICNOW THEM. FOR ABOUT SIX MONTHS 

IN THE YEAR, THERE WAS WATER ALL OVER THE F"LAT WOODS AND IT WAS COMMON PRACTICE TO 

RIDE OR DRIVE F"OR MILES WITHOUT EVER GETTING ON TO DRY LAND. THERE WERE NO BRIDGES 

OVER THE ALAFIA RIVER OR THE LITTLE MANATEE. THERE WAS SOME rERRY SERVICEj BUT 

THIS WAS UNCERTAIN AND MANY OF THE TEAMS SIMPLY CP~LD NOT BE DRIVEN ONTO A FLAT scoa 

roR THE CROSSING. 

CouNTV CoMMISSIONERS COULD NOT SE PERSUADED TO GRADE A ROAD. THEY SAID THAT · 

ANYBODY KNEW THAT THE LAND DOWN ALONG THE BAYSHORE WAS NOT GOOD F"OR ANYTHING ANYWAY 

AND NOBODY BUT A YANKEE WULD EVER THt;NK Of' BUYING IT F'OR A HOllESIT.CH LE88 A r 
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EVERYBODY KNEW THAT THERE WAS MOT ENoueH GAASS ON 40 ACRES TO KEEP A WOODS COW. 

Bur THE DIOKMAN8 HAD THEIR LIFE SAYINGS IN THB LAND. THEY HAD COMMITTED THEMSELVES, 

roR S£TTER OR WORSE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PM.111£TT06 AND FIDDLER BEACHES. MANY 

PEOPl.E CAME AND TOOK ONE LOOK, FOUGHT UOSQUITOS AND SAND rLIES FOR A DAV OR TWO AND 

FLED SACK TO THEIR COLD NORTH. THE DI CKMANS WERE MADE or STERNER STUFF. l HE y STUCK 

IT OUT AND WENT AHEAD WITH THEIR PLANS. DR. MILLER MAD COME HERE TO MAKE A COLLEGE 

A~ FULFILL A DREAM AND HE INTENDED TO DO IT WITH THE HELP or HIS1£LATlVES THE DICKMANS. 

THEY BUCKLED DOWN, IN THE TRUE SPIRIT, AND BEGAN TO BUILD A COMMUNITY FOR 

POSTERITY. THEY DIDN'T HAYE ANYTHING GOING roR THEM SOT DETERMfNAT•oN. LESSER MEN 

WOULD HAVE THROWN UP THEIR HANDS AND GIVEN UP. THEY BUILT A COLLEGE, THEY PEOPLED 

fT WHH STUDENTS f'AOM F"AR AND NEAR. THEY CLEARED 6'.JME 1; ACAES Of' PALMElTOS AND 

PINES AND STARTED GARDENING. THE STUDENTS WORKED lN THE GARDENS AND ATE THE VEGETA8t..ES 

THEY GREW, AND SOU> WHAT THEY COtJLB. THEY J:>EVELOPED A SYSTDI OF EXCHANGE KNOWN 118 SCRIP. 

THEY PARCELLED OUT THE OUT-LYING LAND TO NEW SETTLERS AT TEN DOLLARS AN ACRE A!GJ TEN 

DOLLARS FOR A 8UILDINQ LOT ltl TOWN. TEN A.Cf£ S AND A BUIUHNG LOT COULD BE SOUGHT 

FOR $110.00. THEIR SCRIP WAS GOOD FOR PURCHASES AT THE CO-OPERATlVE STORE. THEY 

DIJ)tl 1 T HAV£ MUCH LUCIC GETTUG THE NATIVES TO TAKE n, BUT THE ltATIV£S 9)RKED ON CREDIT 

OR TOOK GROCERIES IN TRADE• 

THEY TRANSPORT£]) THEIR SUHl.IES f"AOM TAMPA 8Y 80AT. A.P.DtctClliAN HAD A BOAT 

WHICH HE RAN TO TAMPA ON A WEEKLY BASIS, CARRYING PRODUCE AND EGGS ANJ> POULTRY, AS 

WELL A8 P.ssEJIGERS. PAUL WAS THE Eil&lllE£tt. FOR MANY YEARS, DURING Hl8 BOYHOOD. THEY 

TOOK SUCH PRODUCE AS THEY COULD TO THE tAMPA t>OCKS WHERE THEY SOLD IT TO THE LATIN 

PEDDLER&. 

THEY ASKED THE COUNTY AUTHORlT&ES FOR A ROAD, THEY WERE TURNED DOWN. So THEY 

ISSUED 90lmS f'OR THE Dt8HUCT t• THE .AMOUNT Of' iJO.<Xl0.00 AND WITH THIS MONEY THEY 

BUILT A BRIDGE OVER THE ALAFIA RIVER. THEY BUILT A NINE FOOT SHELL ROAD rROM THE 

ALA.FIA RIVER TO THE MANATEE CouNTY LIN£. THEY BUILT A lllODEN 8RIDG£ ACROSS THE l11TL£ 

MANATEE RIVER. ALL WITH $)0,000.00 

~;·'.: .. 
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rAUL AND ~AULIN£ HAD A MoDEL 1 WHICH THEY USED JOINTLY AND WITH ~ICH THEY AT-

TENl>E!i SCHOOL AT 6RADEfCTOH WHEN THEY 8ECA¥£ READY FOR HIGH ScHOOL. 

11.;··.;".;j~l(MAN STAiiTEI> A DAIRY AND f"OR MANY YEARS PAULIN£ DELIVERED MILK TO THE 

NEtGffaJRS. THEY BUil. T A CANNERY AND CAl'#fED 1WAT0£S AND OlH£R PRODUCE BY ~HE OLD 

LABVRIOU$ H.AND METHOD. tYE'RY CAN HAD TO BE SE:ALED Wl TH 80LD£fl BY HAND. THEY HAD A 

,,::;)-.)PE:'{ATIVE s·ro~E AND PAULI,.£ WAS C'-EFIK THERE FOR A LONG TIME. As It YOUTH, FAt.u. 

USED TJ LIKE TO GO GATOR HUHTING WITH >'ilL8U~H 8uzSEE. HERE HE 1.EAAAED TO CALL THE 

GATOR ro iHE su;:wACE t.ND SHOOT Htu, AF"T£RWARDS SKINNING HIM FOR THE MARKET. As A 

e:)Y r:~ H!S F.';iseouRI HOAlE, PAUL KNE• SOMETHING ABOUT F'ARM LIF"E, BUT THIS WAS NOT 

: •. 1SSJU~t, AND ENTIRELY Dlf'f'ER£NT METHODS HAD TO 8£ USED FOR THE GROWING Of" CFO.PS. 

THE~E WAS WATER EVEAYWHERE THAT HAD TO 6£ DRAINED OFF TH£ LAND.. THE COUNTY F'INALLY 

AGqEED TO FUR~ISH A D~AGLINE IF THEY WOULD PAY THE oeEAATOR. THEY H•RED DON FREEMAN 

AND DON DUG DRAI NAG£ DI TCHE8 AT r'Auds DIRECT ION. PAUL DID IHE SURVEYING, Sll'olCE HE 

HAD jSTAtNED A COLLEGE EDUCATION RIGHT HER£ AT HOME. Sur f 'w GETTING AHEAD OF MYSELF • 

..iHS:N THE FIRST .iORL..D "AR O~KE our, ~AUL WAS DRAF'TEP AND WAS SENT TO OF"F'ICERS 

~AND IDA TE SCHOOL, SUt t4EV£R MAD£ AN Of"F I CEA, AND NEVER. ~T OVERSEAS. THE ;.&AR ENDED 

AND ~AUL CAME HOME AND TOOK OVER THE SAIMILL CR:RATION AND !AWED LU~8£R F'OA SOME YEARS • 

.<HEN THE RAILROAD CAME THROUGH IN 1918, THE D1c1CMANS GOT A CONTRACT FOR TELEGRAPH 

POLES AND F"ENCE POSi S. THE RA ll.ROAD HAD TO F£NCE THE FU GHT-OF'-WAV AND PUl' UP 

CATTLE GUARDS Al EVERY CAOSSING, SINCE THERE WERE NO F"ENCE LAWS AND CATTLE ROMIED 

A'f Wll.L .. 

LATER, IN 1928 I THINK, LAWS WERE PAS,£D TO MME CATTLEMEN f"ENCE PASTURES AND 

KEEP THE STOCK CONf'INC>• ~HEN TH! ROADS GOT BETTER AND THE CARS BEGAN TO BE MOR! 

PLENllf'UL, TH£RE lfERE MANY ACCIDENTS CAUSED BY LOOSE STOOK SLEEPING ON TKE HtGHWAY&e 

Ht TT ING A cow WAS JUST LIKE RAMMING A STONE WALL, Ali!) COULD CAUSE D£STRUCTIOt4 or 

'tHE VEHICLE AS WELL AS ENDANGER LIFE. TH£ CATTLEMEN FOUGHT THE LEGISLATION ,.OR YEARS 

su·1 PUBLIC OPINION F'ORCED THEM TO CAPITULATE. THERE WAS LOTS or GOOD TIMBER ON TffE 

DICKMAN HOU>ING8 AND THU' usm IT F'OR 8UfLDIHG8 ON THE COLLEGE CAMPUS AN%> F'OA T 

.. ·''···· Jli . ;'rd? f@Ctf$~·~f~t; A'•'"-~!4& .... ""'" • .-..;: ,. 
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OWN HOMES. THEY HAD fllO PLANING FACILITfE8 AND ROUGH 80ARl>8 WERE U8£l). Box TYPE 0,. 

CONSTRUCTION WAS MOST COMMONLY U8Et>. WHEN THE A.0.DICKMAN HOME, WHICH 811LL STANDS 

JU ST EST OF THE HJ GHWA Y AND SOUTH OF THE INLET 1 WAS BU IL T, DRESSED LUMIER WAS I MflORTED 

F'ROM THE TAMPA MILLS. 

THE ONLY COLLEGE SUILDINGS LEFT AT THIS W~fTfNG ARE THE •OMAN1 S CLUB AND TH£ 

PRESENi t«>ME or MILFORD JoRGENSEN. THE JOMEN 1 8 CLUB BUILDING WAS USED FOR CLASSROOMS 

AND THE JoAGENSEN HOUE WAS BUILT FOR AURORA MtLL£A AND SERVED AS A MUSIC STUDIO. IT 

IS LOCATED ABOUT HAF A Ml.LE WEST Ot THE HIGHWAY ON F'OURTH STREEl • THE LARGE STUCCO 

HOUSE NOW OCCUPIED BY LYLE DICKMAN, AND STANDING ON THE EAST SID£ OF' THE HIGHWAY AT 

FOURTH STREET, WAS THE HOME OF L.L.DICKMAN. 

THE FIRST Posr OFFICE WAS lN A COLLEGE BUILDING ON CoLLEGE AVENUE, 11£8T ov THE 

HIGHWAY. IT WAS A LITTLE SIDE ROOM OFF THE MAIN HOUSE AND WAS OPERATE}) BY ONE OF 

THE DtCKMAN s:JMEN1 OR BY MRs. MILLER. 

MAIL WAS BROUGHT OVER f"ROM WIMAUMA ev HORSE AND BVGQY OR HORSE IAOK, ArTER THE 

SEAtJOIRD RAILROAD WAS au IL T F'AOM T MIPA TO BRADENTON f N 1902. 8E:F'ORE nus, THE ""' L 

CAME DOWN F'ROM TAMPA OH THE BOAt. 

lflJTH THE COMING OF' THE RAIL LINES AND THE BUlLDING~OF' tUGH1'AY81 SCATS WERE JllS-

CARDED. AND SOME Of THE ROMANCE or THE RIVEER WAS Les. VAST CHANGES WERE IN THE 

MAKING, AND PEOPLE BEGAN TO SU THE POTENTIAL or THE FLAT WOODS LANDS AS TftUCK 

PRODUCING AREA&. ARTESIAN WATER.WAS PLENTIF'UL AND DRAINAGE MADE THE LAND TILLABLE• 

ALL THAT REUAIHED US TO DISCOVER WHAT CROPS GAEW 8£91. CLllMTfC COMDITIONS WERE 

rAVORABl.E rOR WINTER PRO~UCTION. FROST WAS RARE, AND GROWING WEATHER WAS F'ROM 

5EPTEM8ER TILL JuME. NoRTNEIW MARKE1'8 WE• HUNeRT f"OR •tNTER GAO• TRUCK. 

DEPARTMENT OF' AGRICULTURE orr~CIALS BECAME INTERESTED, AND 801L$ WERE E~AMfNED 

WITH A SHEl.LF'ILLEll MARL ABOUT TWO TO THREE fEET BELOW THE SANDY TOPSOIL. Ir WAS 

F'OUND TO BE SUITED TO OPE.Ill DITCH DRAINAQ(. h M..80 MADE 8££PAGE TYP£ IRRIGATION 

F'EASISLE. 
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THERE SEEMS TO BE NO REOOAD OF HOW LONG THE COLLEGE OPERATED, NOR 18 TMERE ANY 

INDICATION AS TO HOW LARGE THE STUJ>ENT BODY BECAME• ONE SOURCE SAID THAT THERE WE~~ 

ABOUT 150 STUDENTS AT THE PEAK. 

C1v1c ACTIVITY AND SOC JAL f'UNCTIONS WERE CENTERED AROUND I TS STUDENT BODY AND 

FACULTY. THERE WERE SINGING GROUPS AND MANY SRAKESPEARIAN PLAYS WERE STAGED AND 

THERE WAS A BASEBALL TEAM. 

THAT SOME OF THE STUDENTS DID GRADUATE WITH A.8. DEGREES IS CERTAIN. PAUL SAID 

HE RECEIVED A DEGREE IN ENGINEERING. 

DON e1cKMAN WAS A GOOD BALL PLAYER, AND THE BOYS AROUND THE!tlGHSORHOOD HAD A 

BASEBALL TEAM WHICH PLAYED SUCH PLACES AS RIVERVIEW AND ~IMAUMA. I REMEM8ER THAT 

WHEN I LIVED AT l'MONA, WE HAD A BALL TEAM AND FRE~UENTLV PLAYED THESE TEA~S ALONG 

WITH DOVER AND SYDNEY. THE RIVERVIEW TEAM HAD A PITCHER WHO I BELIEVE COUU> THROW 

A SALL AS HAAII AS ANY BIG LEAGUER. HIS NAME WAS WALTER PJXTON. HE WAS A ~EFT-HAND~R 

AND IK>N MANY GAMES FOR HIS TEAM. PAUL RECALLED THAT THE RtVERVIEW SOYS USED TO SAY. 

THAT IF THEY COULDN'T BEAT YOU AT BASEBALL, THEY COULD AT rtGHTING1 AND WERE ALWAYS. 

EAGER TO PROVE Ile 

THE Coi!.£GE HAD A CARPET St40P IN CONNECTION WITH IT8'0THER ACTIVITIES·' AND A 
4 

LAUNDRY WAS OPERATED SY THE STUDENT 80DY. 

THERE WAS A NE"8PAPER PUSLISHE?I AT THAT TIME OALLED THE TRAINGLE• 

IN 1918 THE ATLANTIC Co.AST lJN£ 8UtLT A RAILROAD f"AOU T~A TO SARAIOTAe.lllTH 

'' 

• -1 

THE COMING OF THIS F'ACILITY1 VAST CHANGES IN THE MODES OF' TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATIONS 

TOOK PLACE. 8oATS NO LONGER ERE REQUIRED f'OR f"FUE8HT AND PASSENGER TRAFFIC. A 

16 FOOT ASPHALT BLOCK HIGHWAY WAS ALSO COMPLETED TO THE AREA ABOUT THIS llME. AUTO-

MOBILES BEGAN TO SE MORE IN EVIDENCE AND TRUCKS DfD MUCH OF' THE HAULING. 

DoN DICKMAN USED TO HAUL TOMATOES TO RuBONIA WITH A MULE TEAM. Now THEY COULD 

BE SH I PP£D f'ROM HERE TO THE NORTH DIRECT. THERE WAS STILL NOT MUCH f" ARM I NG IN THE 

nUSKIN AREA1 EXCEPT FOR TRUCK SUCH AS PEPPER, SQUASH AND MANY FARMERS PLANTED BEETS, 

CARROTS AND CA88AGE AND OTHER LEAF CROPS FOR THE T.tt.M?A MARKET• THEY PREPARED THEIR 
·l~(. 
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PRODUCE AT HOME AND HAULED IT TO THE STREETSIDE MARKETS SUCH AS THE AREA ALONG 

SEVENTH AVENUE NEAR 4()TH STREET WHERE THE LATIN P£DDLERS MET THEM "ND BARGA I NED 

FOR THEIR WARES WHICH THEY LOADED ON TO THEIR UNIQUE LITTlE HORSE DRAWN WAGONS AND 

WANDERED OP AND DOWN THE STREETS OF" TAMPA AIG:> CRIED THEIR SAAGAIN8 TO THE HOU!EWIVES 

j" THE LATIN SECTIONS OF" THE CITY1 THESE PEOPLE MAINTAINED MANY OF THEIR OLD COUNTRY 

CUSTOMS. THEY WOULD COMPOSE SONGS, NAMING EACH COMMODITY 80 THAT THE WfolOLE THING 

WOULD MORE OR LESS RHYME. THEIR F"INE MELODIOUS VOICES MADE UP FOR THE SOMEWHAT 

LUDICROUS PRAISE OF THEIR VARIOUS PAODUCTS. 

MANY OF THEM WERE CIGAR MAKERS FROM KEY WEST AND CUBA. THEY BAKED THEIR OWN 

CUBAN BREAD, STILL DO. SAT IN THEIR QUAINT LITTLE COFFEE SHOPS AND PLAYED DOMINOS 

WHEN THEY WERE NOT WORKING AT THEIR BENCHES IN THE MANY CIGAR FACTORIES. THE 

FARMERS USUALLY BEGAN ARRJVING AT THE MEETING PLACE WAY BEFORE DAWN AND THE PEDDLERS 

WOULD START THEIR BARGAINING AS SOON AS THE PRODUCE WAS UNLOADED AND ARRANGED ON THE 

CURS I NG. THE LAT t NS WERE SHARP BARGA I NEAS Atm MANY ,. ARMERS FOUND THOtSEl. ves SELL! NG 

THEIR STU~r AT TOO LOW PRIC£8 8R HAVING TO TAKE IT 'BACK HOME WHERE IT WOULD HAVE 

TO BE DUMPED. 

IN LATER YEARS SOME OF THE LATIN PEOPLE GOT TOGETHER AND BUILT A LARGE FARMERS 

MARKET AT 47TH STREET AND U8T BROADWAY. HERE MORE AND MORE PEOPLE 8A()UC;HT THE:fR 

PRODUCE UNTIL THE PLACE GREW INTO AN IMPORTANT PART or THE COUNTY ECONOMY. Now, 

TtERE tS A HUGE F'ACILITY OVER ON HtlLS80ROUGH AVENUE, BUT THE PLACE 18 NOW OPERATED 

BY LARGE BROKERAGE HOUSES AND MUCH Or THE ROMANCE or THE EARLY DAYS IS GONE. THERE 

AIU! HARDLY ANY MORE or THE QUAINT LltTLE WAGONS AROUND, HAVING 8E£N REPLACED BY 

SHINY PRODUCE EMPORIUMS ON WHEELS AND EVEN THESE ARE BEING REPLACED av PALAllAL 

SUPERMARKETS AND HUGE SHOPPING CENTERS. 

ABOUT 1924, FLORIDA BEGAN TO AWAKEN TO THE FACT THAT IT WAS BECOMING A TOURIST 

STATE. H~TOFOAE, ABOUT THE ONLY TO~RISM WAS THE WINTER INFLUX OF THE RICH AND 

NEAR RICH rROM THE LARGE NORTHERN CITLES. THEY HAD BOUGHT UP MUCH or THE 80-CALLEl> 

*>RTfLESS LAND IN THE OUTLYING 8£CTIONS AND SPENT THEIR T IUE IN THE CJTIES SUCH ~ 

,,,· •; 141'.·~·:.;~~-·~~:R AND AlO.,.W&M~T:~.~~f.~;,-;J~~A WAS PUT ON THE MAP ay tt. ft~:~ .. T 
, .. . .. ... ~ 

.,.,.Jt,: 
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THE MIDI>l~ CLASS BEGAN COMING IN TO THE AREA SEEKING HOMES AND EMROYMENT~~ 
. 

LAND VALUES SEGAN TO CL!UifB;,. KNtCKERSOCK£AED REAL ESTATE PROMOTERS BEGAN TO 
., . I, ) 

SUIU> SUBDIVISIONS ~ND SELL' LOTS, ACREAGE, ANYTHING THAT COULD BE CALLED LAND, AND 

A LOT THAT COULDN'T SECAUSE,.Or THE WATER COVERING ITJ THEY CAME BY Tt£ f~u&ANDS. 

THEY BROUGHT THEIR SALES F'o:RCES, THEIR BUSSES1 HAULED PROSPECTS F'ROM ALL '<)VER THE 

NATIOtJAND SOLD MILLIONS OF DOLLARS WORTH OF" LOTS ON SUSDIVISfONS THAT WE~ No :MORE 

THAN A BUIOH Of' STAKES I.AID ou.r TO RESEMBLE A TOWN. ELABORATE BROCHURES WERE. PRINTED 

AND LAND WAS SOLD TO BUYERS WHO NEVER SAW IT. s(;..E OF' IT WAS UNDER THRE£~}EtT Of' 

WATER. As PAUL DICKMAN SA·IIY TO ME, ANYTHING vou·sAiD ABOUT TH~ LAND euvi'NG CRAZE 

WHICH SWEPT THE NATION, LITERAL.LY, WAS PRETTY APT TO BE AN Ull1DEASTATEMENT. -

SOME Of' THE PEOPts:E, Lo:r·s, OF' THEM, SAME, SOUGHT PROPERTY AND BU IL T HOMES. So 

SOME OF' THE SU8DIVISIOH8 KEPT THEIR AGREEMENTS AND BUILT STREETS AND HOUEtr.-: MANY 

PEOPLE STAYED BDUSE THEY HAD INVESTED THEIR LIF'E SAVINGS IN THE LAND AND .HAD 'NO 

CHOICE. OTHERS PUT THEIR IAL.EN:rS AND MONEY TO 90RK AND PLAYED. AN UIPORTANT'.PART .IN 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STAT£.•, 

AT THIS T&ME DICKMAN F'OUND HIMSELF' IN THE MIDDLE OF' THE BOOM WITH A ~·or DE-
. ' 

SIRABLE LANI> ON HIS HANDS •. BuT INSTEAD OF PLACING IT ON THE MARKET IN WHoLis~LE 

QUANTITIES, H£ CONTINUED TO SELL TO PEOPLE 11HO WERE INTERESTED IN SMALL f'iicM·s. HE 

DID HOWEVER GET INTO THE R£'J.L ESTATE BUSINESS, OPENING AN OF"F'ICE HERE AT RUSKIN 

AND IN TAMPA. 
. •. ,~,,.. 

HE DID A BROK-£RAG£ BUSINESS, TRYING TO STICK TO LEGITIMATE ~ELLiN6 

OF' ACREAGE TRACTS AND BONA" F'.U>E OPERATIONS. 

THEN mtEN THE BUBBLE BURS.:f 1 AS fT WAS BOUND TO DO, AF'TER A YEAR OR T90ACW UAlltll:H, 

THE COUNTRY BEGAN TO REALIZE' THAT THEY HAD WAY OVERSOLD THE POTENT.I AL. T1-i~-"t<1f40KEA

SOCICER BOYS BEGAN TO COPP THEJR 8£TS. THEY GRASSED 11HAT THEY COULD AND eo+~our,. 

LEAVING OTHERS TO HOLD THE BAG. Bv 1927 THE MADNESS OAME F'ULL Cl ROLE. No 'ONE OOULJ) 

PAY FOR THE LAND. No ONE COUU> PAY TAXES. THE SATE HAD TO ISSUE MORATORf(il;is ON 

TAXES. THE MORTGAGE COMPANIES IHD THE SAME. 
.. :,:r ... 

S5% OF THE LAND WAS TAKEN OVE~ BV THE 
-~-

.l ~ ~ • :: ... 

STATE AND CouNTIE8 F"OR UNPA1ll TAXES. THER WAS NO MONEY tN THE STATE JREAIUIP(Y• 
i·..... . 

__ ,,_·,~~;;~;~~~,.~~· ~~J_!JE-IR TERMS Wd~•:: ... -.:>'., .. , '.'~ 
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No9 PAUL D1eteMAM WAS LOtllGHEADEI> £HOUlaH TO SEE MUCH Of" THIS SfTUATt~ DEY£LOP... 

INCi AND ACTm ACCOADINGlY. Bur ALONG WITH At.OT OF OTHER '9£0Pl.£ H£ ,.outm fflMSf:LF 

WtTH LI nu MOR£ THAN " LOT or LAND ON •ttcM TAXES •Ar DUE. Ht• fNC~ HAI) 

n••NDL£D TO ""3PORTION8 WHICH HE DOES NOT LIKE TO DISCUtl. '" THE rNX>, HI rouND 

THA'. ALONG WITH 80UE OTHER PAOP£RTY, HE HAI> " 8MALL RESTAURANT Ott THE ~" or 

5H£L.t. ?o I Nl Ro.Al> AND THE HI QHWAY • TH£ F"Oflll!A GPERATOR HAD GONE BftOKE AND HAD TO 

GIVE UP THE SU811CESS. PAUL HCU>a> TO (PEN THE Pl.AC£ WITH A GAS ......... Ae A n:• sorr 

DRINKS ANX> OANDVe H£ CONSULTED tUS WIF'£ ESTHER, AND SHE SAID If'" Hf WOULD PUT IN TH( 

GAS PUMPS AIG> SUllG>IUES1 SHE 9C>UU) GO ALONG AND MAKE PllS A.HD SANDWICH£9 TO SIU. TO 

THE EARLY TRUCK TIUDE. 

~•VE Oft 8JX YEA~• o~n AT THIS TIME. 

THE SHELL OIL P£an..r PUT IN A PUMP, ONE or THOaE YOU flUliUllED TMI •• ••TO A ••• 

GLA81 MEAIURI Na TUii AT THI TOP, WtTH TM[ GA&.LONAGI MAAKC> ON IT• IT HILD TEN 

G&L&.OMS AM> YOU 8fMPL.Y WATCHED THI MAAK1118S ON TH.£ &Aaa rOA THE CORAICT AMOUMT 

IMt CH THE CU8lOUlA HAI> ORDEIUD. 

LJsTKEll BAKO tt• PIE81 MADE TltE SANDWleMS, AllD P.ui TPDED THI ...... A• LOOICD 

AF'TEA THE OUTSt!JE. H£ 8Atll THIY GOT UP 8U'OAE !>AYL UIHT I .. ORDEA TO n NADY roA 

llGAN TO MAKI MONIYe 

Fumuc TIME ON Hf9 HANDS, HE 8EGMI TO flLMl ... STUl'r ON A TIMK& ... flL.01' 

IHIOM HE HAD u .. THE aoc. CUCUMS£RS AND PltflP!A tHMUI TO IE A GOOD CAOl9, IO THIS 

ta WHAT HE flLANTEDe THE NEXT YCAA, HE llLMTID MOUT ELEY£• AG9'£8 OV •tVIT. I HAWS 

HEN Tot.D MANY TIMl'.8 THAT H£ WOULD COME fN rROM THE t1£l!> AtfD HELP ESTHER •1ttt THE 

TO GIVE HIS TIUE TO THE ~•AM• 

Ire 19)4 NIE 8UtL l THE 8UIUUNQ 9Hfett ,.._MNTLY HOUSl'.8 THE •CoFf'EE Cu ... , A tlAMI: 

.. IOH MAS Kiii ...a l'Oll n• fll.AOS SINCE 11t1 R•••t ... 
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ABOUT 193J•t:iE.90LD THE STORE TO JACK !MINN WHO OPERATED IT TILL 1942. MARY 

WILLIS, WHO HAI> AS WE SAID BEEN WORKING FOR ESTHER, LEFT WINN AND CAUE TO THE RIVER 

TO WORK f"OR HER BROTHER HENRY WHO HAD OPENED THE OLD JOHN MGCA IN RESTAURANT. SHE 

DID NOT STAY THERE HOWEVER, BUT CAME BACK TO THE COFFEE CUP AND WORKED FOR JAOK 

WINN TILL SHE WAS ABLE TO BUY THE IWSINESS WHEN JACIC DECIDED TO SELL. HERE SHE 

MARRIED WILLIE WALKER WHO WAS A CLERK FOR WINN. SHE AND WILLIE STILL OPERATE THE 
IT 

PLACE. Ir !S STILL 11 THE COF"f'EE CuP", AND ••• 18 ONE OF" THE MOST POPULAR PLACES 

ALONG THE HIGHWAY. 

IT WAS ABOUT 1934 OR 5 THAT TOMATO F"ARMING REALLY BEGAN TO PLAY AN IMPORTANT 

PART IN THE ECONOMY OF' THE AREA• E:o McLAIN AT SuN CITY, HAD SEEN GROWING AND SHIP-

PJNG TOMATOES f'ROM SuN Ct TY FIVE MILE& TO THE .SOUTH, f'OR MANY YEARS. CHICK WILLIS 

WAS DOING PRETTY GOOD AT IT AS EARLY AS 1928. 

THE MANATEE FRUIT COMPANY WAS OPERATING SEVERAL TOMATO PACKllfG HOUSES IN MANATEE 

COUNTY AT THAT TIME. PAUL WENT TO THE MANATEE OPERATORS ANI> PERSUADED THEM TO 

MOVE ONE OF THEIR HOUSES TO RuSKIN, ALTHO HE COULD ONLY PROMISE THOI ABOUT 75 ACRES 

OF LAND SUITABLE ltR GROWtNG TOMATOES. THEY AGREED TO COME IN AND BUILT A HOUSE AT 

~ 

THE RAILROAD CROSSING AT THE illU.UMA ROAD. THIS HOWE BURNED IN 137-e,. TH~ 18 

NO INDICATION THAT THE~ WAS EVER A TOMATO PACKINGHOUSE AT THIS SPOT NOW. THEY 

USED THIS HOUSE FOR SEVERAL YEARS, TILL THE LARGE Jll£W f'AC•L&TY WAS BUILT AT MoLLO-

BEACH ABOUT 19)8 OR 8. 

THE NEW FACILITY WAS KNO• AS THE Ru8KIN CO-OP AND PAUL WAS ACTIVE IN THE MANAGE-

MENT OF IT TILL ABOUT 1945 OR 6. HE THEN PULLEl> OUT OF TH! Co-op AND BEGAN TO 

PACK HIS f'RUIT IN THE RuSKIN DEPOT WHERE HE HAD BUILT AN ADDITION AND PUT IN UOIDERH 

MACHINERY. 

AsoUT 1946 HE SEGAN TO EXPERJEMTN WITH PREPACKAGING SUCH ITEMS AS FRESH SWEET 

CORN, SLAW, COMPOSED OF CASSAGE AND OTHER GREEN SALAD INGREDIENTS. THE DEPARTMENT 

OF AGRICULTURE HAD BEEN OONDUCTJMG A RESEARCH PROGRAM f'OR MANY YEARS, AND DH~IC'MAN 
' .... (:.'i' t •• • , 

BEGAN TO REALIZE THAT 
.:~~--. 

~;:i~•~~w~:t~i · ~~~}; . 
ABOUT 7rJ/, Of' THE PRODUCE SHIPPED TO NORTHEIUI MARKETS WA~~~~i . 

_. ~·~ ;J;. . _ ~ 'v_;~ ~ •• ;:, ~;:~:f~~.:~:yfl,_:::~.;~;~:_ 
·''"1ir f )t~''fff(-~ .. ~;~--~ , · . · ---~~~- f'W::c ;~-'.'- · · 1~~~t;, 
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A8 A "18ULT OF" TNE __,.. TYPI or PACICAGtNCI. HE 8f;8AN TO PtCK COAN AND ft\JLL Of'F THE 

HUSKS, DOWN TO THE 8AR£ £AAe THl8 MADE l T tia08818LE TO SHlllJ ONLY THI ,.ANCY 8TUf'F' TO 

AHJ> HOTEL TRADE. IT •AS f'OUND THAT CORN LOIEI MUCH Of' I T8 NATURAL SUGAR CONTENT .. Elil 

ALLOllED TO RatAI• ON THE 8TM..IC TILL Tiff: IUN GUI HOT, 80 THl'.Y f'ICCID THE COM g £AAt.Y 

AS POSSlllLE IM THE UORN1HG, AMD RUSHED IT TO THE GRADING 81LT8 WHIRi tT WAS SHUCKIJ> 

AND PffEPAAED ,OR THE REFRIGEftATOR TAUCKa. ffUlll THE TUIE n L£Ft THE ,.,ELD T•U H 

WAS AEAl>Y FOR THI lAka, IT WAS NEVER ALLOWO TO HT WAMle (YEH THI ITORES f'L.AOEJ> 

t 1 UI THEIR REFIUGERATID C.Aac•· THae METHOD ftf9ULTID ... A ....aDUCT eo rM 9Uf1Plf0R 

TO THE OLJ) 90RY [ATEN UNSHUCKEl> ,...:>J>UCT 1 THAT ME IOON HAD UOAE 9UI I NISS THAM MC OOULJ:I 

IQ[ALL T NUN TO IE POPULAR. 

AllY HOUllWU'l KfCJ98 NOW THAT IT tS POSSl&E TO Pie« UP tCITCNEll .. ADV ~£ AT 

ANY IUF'lfMaAKITe 

PAUL DICICUAll •• LARGELY AE8POMSt&£ roa , .. ~t OF THI&•• llV'- OF 

' 
PAOCl881NG• PAOtA&Y THI MOST l>R.WATIC J>iVELOPMINT WAI tN THI IWHT OORH. 

it TH TN£ •• UETMOD CMIE THE Pfl>ILEll OF' llMT TO 1JO 81 Ttt TM! SASTE COM Al8 .... 

l 

TIUWlllM8&. H£Ar PAUL THOUGHT HE HAI> THE ANIWER IY ,.!EDI NG 'ttt I TO STOCK• HI IOUGHT 

JOO MEAD or .... Alm 80ll£ CATTL£.1 A• 8TMITED TO FUD THIM ... WAHi G-••r &.aft• 

AND OTH£1UEFU81. THIS PROVED TO II NOT JIAOf"lTABLE, llNOE THI HOGt DI!) NOT TAICI TO 

THE -.ENa. HE: 800lt DI U08ID cw ntEM, 8UT , .. CATTI.£ GOT ALOtKI vow •u.. Ofll TIC. OOM 

.... Tit( PAEftACIC •GM. .:ro T~ UP ., llUCH OF" Tll(tA TIU£ .. LYLI: KID 8Y .,. r&••
fti 9 COLLIU TRAINIHCS AND AAUY SERVICE, AND HAI> l!GUN TO UkE AN ACTtvt PART IN lM 

MAlllM181ElllT OF' TllE DICICMMI UnaM'R•••• llCY .. IT GAOWtllG 1-..TOE•• THEY HAD MlllllT 

1SOQ AGflES IN CULTtYAl ION BY THIS f tME. PAUL DICIDED THAT TOMATO GAO•tHQ Pl TOO U-

..... IWE.1 MID MW A 900D 8PTIAL IM THE ........ £x1'£CIM..LY UI THE COM.. So t•Y ... 
C&.~MID/LAND MefL,AllTID LAMC ""EM& OF COM AllD LUF' UONe TtCY U8 18TAILI ... 

. • . ;'·.~"~;:~;·:. ~ . 
•

. A MOUat• FM,,M;!Y P'OA t•t~ NWllT ..... Al9 MtRID OUTSIDC HD.ft f"Ofl T• 11~~~'5;·~· 
,_ __ ...... )tiftn11M~•~i~ ••-rm f;••e&ed~h"•· ... ••• ,, .... ;~•J:'~:"»t~.:i 
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THEY BEGAN TO BUILD A HERD Or WHITE f'ACE CATTLE. 

ON OTHER PORTIONS, THEYSBEGAN EXPERIUE"TING WJTH A NEW TYPE OF LEMON. FROM 

A SMALL PLANTING, THEY BEGAN TO EXPAND THIS OPERATION. THE NEW VARIETY OF 

LEMON WAS BROUGHT TO TH IS COUNTRY BY A MAN WHO HAD SPEN1' SOME TI ME IN CH I NA AND 

HAD BROUGHT SOME OF THE SEED OR SOME CUTTINGS rROM THERE. It IS LARGE, ~UCH 

LARGER THAN THE CALIF'ORNIA LEMON At4D CONTAl~S ABOUT THREE TIMES AS MUCH JUICE 

AS THE SUALLEA CALJrORHIA TYPE. lT WAS CALLED THE MEYER LEMON. 

IT COULD NOT SE SUCCESSFULLY SHIPPED f'RESH SINCE IT HAD TOO THIN A SKlN1 

WOULD NOT STAND THE HANDLING. So IT HAD A LfMITED POTENTIAL TIL THE DISCOVERY 

OF THE CONCENTRATE PROCESS, WHEREBY THE JUICE COULD SE EXTRACTED AND STORE)) FOR 

F'UAtll;RE USE. ~HEN THEI METHOD WAS PERFECTED, THE D£MAND F'OR THE NEW F'AUJT f'OR 

JUICE BEGAN TO TAKE UP THE SUPPLY. DICKMAN MADE CONTACTS WtTH SUCH USERS AS 

KARFT FOODS Af!ID OTHERS, WHERE HE WAS ABLE TO ARRANGE FOR THE SALE OF HIS PAOJJUCT • 

As THE DEMAND INCREASED HE EXPANI>EJ) HIS PLANTINGS TILL HE HAD ABOUT 300 ACRES 

IN 8EA!UNG TREES. OTHER F'AIWERS BEGAN TO NOTICE THIS AND THEY 8£GAN TO PLANT 

THE NEW LEMON ON LAND THAT WAS NO LONGER SUITABlE F'OR CROP GROWING. AT THIS WRIT-
a 

ING THERE ARE ABOUT 1500 ACRE'S Of' THE FRUIT fN THE SouTH HU.LSSOAOUGH AND NORTff 

MANATEE COUNTY AREAS•· 

THE TREES ARE GRO'Mll Bl' ROOTlNG THE CUTTINGS IN SUITA8l.E INVIAO*ENT AHD 

TRANSPLANTING TH~ TO THE f'IE~DS AS SOON AS THEY AR£ BIG ENOUGH TO GROW UNDER 

FtEU> CONDITIONS. THEY BEGIN TO BEAR lfC ASOCIT A YEAR AND BY THE TIME THEY ARE 

THREE YEARS OLD "rHEY ARE PRODUCING ENOUGH F'RUIT TO PAY THEIR OWN WAY. THEY ARE 

EXTREMELY SUSCEPTIBLE TO COLD AND THE FkfSICIN AREA AND fllORTHEAN MUATEE CouNTY1 

BECAUSE OF THEIR SOIL AND PROXIMITY TO THE WARM WATERS Of' TAMPA 8AY1 HAVE PROVEN 

IDEAL f"OR THE GROWTH OF TH£ FRUIT. THE F'RlUT, AS E HAVE 911D• f8 VERY TENDER 

AND MUST BE HANDLED CAREFULLY TO INSURE ITS vUICE CONTENT. 

TH£ PREPACIC OPERATION REQUIRED THE SERVICES Of' A SALES OAGANIZATION1 AND THE 

DlCKMANS ORGANIZE]) THEIR OWN WITH A MAN 8Y THE NAME OF" CARNEY TAYLOR TO HEAD 

T.-..:... -- ..... _... ••TH THE F•-· .,._ ................ Y""'•De. u- -·· _ ....... ~.~-·i-ipi':::!~f· .<:!'.~~~F• ~ ,, .. .,. • .., .- rv"" vcww::..-.- ..,__ nl:. - ___ ;,.;u 
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WENDELL SMITH A YOUNG UNIVERSITY GRADUATE WHO WENT TO WORK FOR THE FIRM UP9N 

RECEIVING HIS DEGREE FROM COLLEGE. AT THIS WRITING, HE 18 STILL WITH THEM AS A 

COORDINATOR or VARIOUS ENTERPRISES IN WHICH THEY HAVE ENGAGED IN RECENT YEARS. 

At.THOUGH THE PREPACKING BUSINESS WAS GOING WELL AND MAKING MONEY, PAUL 

WANTED TO CURTAIL SOME OF HIS BUSINESS$ ACTIVITIES AND TAKE A WELL EARNED VACA-

TION fR)M THE KILLING PACE HE HAD SET FOR HIMSELF. I WOULD JUDGE FROM OBSERVING 

PAUL DICKMAN 1S ACTIVITIES OVER A NUMBER OF YEARS 1 THAT HE WAS A MAN WHO FOUND 

IT DIFFICULT TO DELEGATE AUTHORITY. ANY ACTIVITY IN WHICH HE TOOK PART, HE HAJJ 

TO PERSONALLY SUPERVISE MUCH OF THE DETAIL, THEREFORE HE FOUND HIMSELF f!RHAPS1 

PHYSICALLY OVEREXTENDED, 80 THAT HE DID NOT HAVE ENOUGH TIME FOR ALL OF THE 

VARIOUS PROJECTS IN WHICH HE WAS INVOLVED. 

OF COURSE, LYLE HAD SY THIS TfUE TAKEN UP MUCH OF THE RE9PONSISLITY FOR TH£ 

OPERATION OF THE SEVERAL PROJECTS, BUT SINCE PAUL HAD OPERATED ON HIS OWN FOR SO 

LONG HE FELT THAT THE BUSINESS NE£I>ED HIM RJGHT ON. Ho.:!YER HE DEOIDED TO SELL 

THE PREPACK. 

IN 1952 HE BECAME INVOLVED IN A PRUECT TO DREDGE OUT THE INLET SO THAT A . ; 
\ 

NAVIGABLE CHANNEL COULD BE OBTAINED FOR SMALL BOATS ALL THE WAY UP TO THE HEART· 

OF TOWN. HERETOFORE THE INLET WAS JUST A MARSHY BAYOU, WITH LITTLE WATER SUT 

A LOT OF MUD AND SAWGA.ASS, AN UNSIGHTLY S"IEAM AT BEST. IT FLOW£D RIGHT THROUGH 

THE HEART OF ffuSKIN, SUT 0111...Y PROVIDED DRAINAGE, StNCE SOAtS OF MIY SIZE HAD 

DIFFICULTY REGOTIATING ITS SAND BARS, EXCEPT AT HIGH TIDE. 

YEARS BEFORE, THE DICKMAMS HAD TRIED TO GET THIS PROJECT UNDER WAY. THEY 

HAD SOUGHT A SMALL DREDGE WHICH PROVED WORTHLESS, AND THEY HAD TO ABANDON THE 

mRK DUE TO LACK OF FUNDS. IT HAl) ALWAYS BEEN A DREAM OF PAUL 1S TO MAKE THE 

PLACE MORE ATTRACTIVE AND USABLE, BUT IT WAS NOT UNTIL AS«JT 1952 THAT HE GOT 

STARTEI> ON IT. 

Now THE l NLET AREA HAD F"OR MANY YEARS BEEN THE PROPERTY OF THE COMMONGOOD 

SoclETY, A SORT Of' COMMUNITY OWltERSHIP. THERE llA8 A 60 FOOT BOULEVARD •ICH · i· 

~'.;/~.!':~~~.T~~OUR OF' THE STREMI F'AOll THE HIGHWAY. OR RATHER ASOVR l"Mir , •• ~~v.: .rt . .',-
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ON SOTH $IDES TO THE MAIN REI VER, A DISTANCE OF A80Uyf*O MILES. THERE WILL SE 

MORE ASOUT THE COMMONGOOI> Soc IETY LATER. ANYHOW, DICKMAN MADE A DEAL ., TH THE 

SOCIETY TO DREDGE THE CHANNEL TO A DEPTH OF SIX 6EET IF THE LAND LYING WITHIN THE 

MAfN TIDAL AREA WHICH HE PROPOSED TO COVER WITH THE SOIL rROM THE DR£llGING AND 

WHICH 1'0ULD RESULT IN SOME CHOICE WATERFONRT PROPERTY, BE DEEDED TO HIM. THIS 

THIS ARRANGEMENT WAS AGREED TO AND THE DREDGING BEGAN IN 1952. A SASIN WAS DUG 

AT THE HIGHWAY AND A SIX f"OOT CHANNEL MORE OR LESS FOLLOWING THE OLD MEANDERING 

COURSE OF THE STREAM, ALONG WITH SOME SfDE CHANNELS WHICH 9ERE PROVIDEJ> SO AS TO 

UAKE ALL THE LOTS PRONT ON SOME PORTION OF THE DEEP WATER. 

THE BOULEVARD RIGHT OF WAY WAS TO BE LErT INTACT, JN ORDER TO PROVIDE A 

DRIVEWAY ON EITHER SIDE OF THE WATERWAY. 

THE RESULTING LAND FILL BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH BOULEVARD RIGHTS OF WAV1 

AND THE WATERWAY CHANNEL PROVIDED ABOUT 200 BUILDING LOTS, ON WHICH STREETS WERE 

LAID OUT MG> THE SUH.DING SITES WERE PLACEJ> Oft THE UAAKET, SOME Of' THE LOTSX WITH 

HOMES ALREAl>V SUILT. Mosr. OY THE HOUSES WERE IN THE i1S,OOO TO $20,000 CLASS. 

f DONT tcHO• HOW MANY WERE suaLT 8Y TH£ D1CKUAN8 BUT THERE ERE MAYBE 20. THE .. 
REST OF THE LOTS WERE OFFERED TO THE PUSLtC AT ~R PRftES AROUND f6 TO $8000. 

THEY WERE SPACIOUS EHOUGH f'OR AHY TYPE Of" HOME THE OllNEA MIGHT CARE TO 8UILJ>1 AND 

AS WE SAID, THEY ALL HAD DEEP WATER ON ONE SIDE. SEVERAL MORE HOMES WERE BUILT 

IN LATER MONTHS 8Y PURCHASERS OF THE LOTS. THE OLD INLET AAEA HAS CERTAl.NLY 

IMPROVED ITS LOOKS AND USEFULNESS SINCE IT IS NOW POSSISLE TO BRING GOOD sazED 

YACHTS RIGHT UP INTO THE TOllNe 

By NOW 01Cl<MAN HAD SOLD THE PREPACK OPERATION TO A TAMPA LAWYER, ANJ> HAl) 

TRAVELED ABOUT THE i«>ALD WITH THE PANAMERICAN COMIUSSION1 OF WHICH HE WAS A UEl8ER. 

HE PHOTOGRAPHEJ> MANY INTERESTING PLACES AND BROUGHT BACK SLIDES WHfCH HE HAS 

F'ACJU TIME TO TIUE EXHJBI TED TO ,,ARIOU8 GROUPS AROUND THE CouMTY. 

IN 1956 HE BEGAN TSE REALIZATION OF' ANOTHER DREAM. AS A SOY HE HAJ> SAILED 
,_:r; 

THE WATERS OF' TAMPA BAY Ofl TH£ OLD KtLKAAE, ACTING AS ENGINEER f'OA HIS FATHER•_;_;ir.'·:·' 

NATURAL BEAUTY OF' THE CURVING COAST Liii£ OF TH£ .8-''f;'. ..... y,;:~~~- ·.: 
.. , 

·:;~. 
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THE NORTH OF 1£ LTTLE MANATEE RIVER. HE OFTEN lOUGHT WHAT A BEAUTIFUL PLACE 

FOR A BEACH AND FOR WATERFRONT HOMESITES. THEN IT WAS NOTHING MORE THAN A TIDAL 

FLAT ABOUT THREE MILES LONG, REACHING UP TO MANGROVE POINT, A SPIT OF MANGROVE 

COVERED LAND JUTTING OUT INTO THE BAV. HE COULD ENVISION HOWEVER WHAT CHANGES 

COULD BE MADE WITH THE DREDGING OF THE FLATS AND THE BUILDING UP OF THE LOWLYING 

LAHD ALONG THE SHORE• 

THIS LAND DID NOT BELONG TO HIM, BUT HE WENT ABOUT BUYING IT. MosT OF IT 

WAS UNDER TIDE WATER, AHD WAS fNTERSPRESED WITH SHALLOW CREEKS ANJ> BAYOUS FOR 

SEVERAL MILES BACK FROM THE SHORE LINE. IN THAT CONDITION IT WAS OF NO VA~UE 

ESCEPT AS A FEEDING GROUNJ? FOR FISH AND RACCOONS, ALONG WITH THE MILLIONS OF 

FIDDLERS AND SANDFLIES. COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN USED IT A GOOD DEAL, AS IT PROVIDEl> 

IDEAL CONDITIONS FOR STOPNETTING MULLET. 

~HEN DICKMAN STARTED THE DR£I)GlNG1 HE AT FIRST DUG A WIDE DEEP CHANNEL BACK 

INTO THE f'LATS ABOUT A MILE. H£ PUMPED THE SPOIL OHTO THE • FLATS MG> BEGAH TO 

SUJLD SOME MORE HIGH GROUNJ) WHICH IN THE FUTURE WA$ TO PROVIDE·HOUESEEKERS WITH 

THE ADVANTAGES OF' WATEAfl"AONT OMERSHIP. 

AT THE UPPER END OF' THE DREDGED CHANNEL HE DUG •'sASIN AN!> BUILT SEVERAL 

COVERED SLIPS FOR HIS SOAT Mii> THOSE OF' A FEW FRIENDS. As YET HE HAD SUtLT 

ONl Y A GRADED ROAD FROM THE SHELL POI NT RoAD TO THE AREA• Ir CROSSED A OAMAL ON 

RATltER SHAKY 8RIDQ£ AND PROVIDED ACCESS TO THE MARINA. BEYOND THIS POiNT IT 

SIMPLY PLAYED OUT INTO TH£ SANJ>Y F'ILLe As SOON AS PEOPLE DISCOVEREI> THE FlLL1 

THEY 8EGAH TO TRY TO GET TO THE BAY FROM THIS POINl. 

HE HASTILY GRADED UP A ROAD OF' SORTS TO THE BEACH AREA, WHICH BY NOW HE HAD 

8EGUH TO DEVELOP INTO A SEMILMGE OF' A 8EACH1 ALTHOUGH NOT NEARLY READY FOR ANY 

TYPE OF OPERATION. PEOPLE K£PT GOING INTO THE AREA •ND GETTING STUCK IN THE 

SOFT SAND• 0TIER BOATMEN l'OOND OUT ABOUT THE MARINA AND THE DEMAND F'OR PAAKING 
---. 

SLIPS AND STORAGE F'OR PLEASURE BOATS BECAME 80 tN81STENT THAT HE FOUND IT 

NECE88ARY TO PROVIDE IKJRE SLIPS AND &AS FACILITIES, ALONG WITH A LIF'T f'OR THE 

... . HAULING OF llOAT8. 

;~!·::xifHi!i ~~t ·· ,_ . · '~ 
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MEAN TIME THE BEACH AREA WAS PROVIDED WITH A SUIMABLE ROAD AND A SMALL RE-

FRESHMENT BUILDING AND SOME BATHING F'ACfLIT1£S WERE INSTALLED. THE PLACE PROVED 

SO POPULAR THAT HE BUILT A BOATEL-MOTEL ALONG SIDE OF' THE CHANNEL, AND A RESTAUR-

ANT, CATERING TO THE BOATING TRADE FROM THE CK NEIGHBORING CITIES OF ST. YETER&-

BURG AND TAMPA1 AND TOWNS TO THE SOUTH. 

IN THE WfNTER, THE HEM..Y DREDGED CANAL8 BEGAN TO BE POPULAR PLACES FOR THE 

BANK F'l·SHERMEN AND FABULOUS CATCHES. OF' REDF'ISH AND TROUT 1 ALONG WITH MANY SNOOK 

AND OTHER SPECIES WEAf BEING MADE. HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE COULD BE SEEM ON ANY 

GIVEN DAY STANDING ALONG THE STEEP BANKS PULLING IN FISH OF EVERY TYPE. THIS WAS 

ESPECIALLY TRUE WHEN THE WEATHER WAS EXTREMELY COLD AND THE TIDE llAS LOW. THEY 

8UILT A DOCK IN FRONT OF THE RESTAURANT FOR VISITING BOATS AND FISHERMEN. SINCE 

ALL Of' THE AREA WAS PRIVATE PROPERTY HE COULD HAYE AT ANY TIME CLOSED THE AREA TO 

FISHERMEN, SUT HE CHOSE TO LEAVE THE PUBLIC f'REE TO USE THE FACILITY, EVEN TO 

PROVIDING MEN AND TRUCKS TO KEEP THE AREA CLEAN. MUST SAY HOWEVER, THAT PEOPLE 

GENERALLY RESP£CTEJ) HIS GENEROSITY SY BEING CAREFU~ WITH TRASH AND REFUSE. WITH 

THE EICEPTJON Of' THE MoTEL AND A SMALL APARTMENT HOUSE, THEA£ HAVE SEEN NO DWELLING 

PLACES BUILT ON THE PROPERTY, EXCEPT THE SERVICE AREAS AND DtCKMA"'S OWN HOME ON THE 

UPPER £raPF THE ORIGINAL BEACH. H£ HAS NOT AS YET PLACED ANY OF THE SUILJ>IHG 

LOTS ON THE ACTIVE MARKET, PREFERRING TO ATTRACT INVESTORS IN APARTMENT BUILDINGS 

AND BUSINESS PLACES. AT SOME f'UIWRE DATE" PLANS TO OFFER HOUESUJLDIHG SITE& TO 

THE PUBLIC ARE CONTEMPLATED. 

8y NO• THE DICICMANS, FATHER ANp SON HAD COMPLETELY DIVORCED THEMSELVES f'AOU 

ROW CROP FARMING. THEY HAD CONVERTED ALL Of' THE OLD TOMATO LANDS, SOME 1500 ACRES 

AND SEVERM. tWNDRED llORE ACRES OF Tlf6 LOW GAOURD ALONG THE BAY TO P.ASTUAE LAM>&. 

MucH Of' IT IS IMPROVED AND PLANTED TO REGULAR PASTURE GRASSES AND IS SUPSO"TJNG 
. 

SEVERAL HUNDRED PURE SRED flEAEFOQDS AND 80UE 8RAHlllAS. THEY HAYE OF COURSE KEPT 

THE LEMON GROVES ALONG Wt TH SOME CI TAUS.PLANTINGS. ABOUT 1959 OR 1960 THEY SET A~~ 

: . . . 1QQ!l .AOAE8 OF ·w1L1> LAND ALONG THE UPPER fEACHE& Of' TH£ LITTLE MANATEE Riv 
·. <·~·~.v·:.~~;t~~~'..: ·:~~-4~s:'.~ ::~:-_};[t; . · · - · ·:~t-L 

', 



. . 
{ 

BIRDS. THE NATIV£4,iAIL ALONG WITH THE RING NECKED PHEASANT AND THE CHUKKAR WEA! USED. 

THE NATURAL COVER AND NATIVE SHRU88£AY MADE IT IDEAL FOR HUNTING THESE BIRDS. 5oM£ 

PLANTINGS OF SEED GRAINS WERE PLACED STRATEGICALLY. PENS WERE BUILT FOR SURPLUS 

STOCK WHICH WAS PLACED IN THE WOODS WHEN NEEDED, ASSURING THE HUNTER OF PLENTY OF 

BIRDS TO SHOOT- THEY HIRED A MAN TO RUN THE PLACE. THEY WERE FORTUNATE IN GETTING 

A MAN WHO WAS A NATURAL IOODSMAN AND HAD HAD EXPERIENCE IN THE TYPE OF OPSRATION 

THEY HAD IN MIKO. BILL BALSLEY AND HIS WIFE BETTY TOOK OVER AND ALMOST IMMEJ)IATELY 

THE PLACE BECAME POPULAR WJTH THE SPORTSMEN WHO CAME TO THE AREA EACH WfNTEA FOR 

SOU SHOOTING. 

SILL WAS A GOOD DOG TRAINER AHJ> A GOOD DIPLOMAT AND WHEN SOUE-CELl8RITY 

WISHED TO HUNT WITHOUT BEING DtSTURBED HE COULD COUNT ON ALL THE PRIVACY HE WANT[]). 

MANY OF THEM CAN AND WENT AWAY IN HIGH PRAISE OF THE MANAGEMENT. 

IN 1965 ANOTHER MoTEL WAS AJ)J)EJl TO THE FIRST UNIT. THIS ONE WAS EQUIPPED 

WITH HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS AND SEEME!J LIKELY TO BECOME POPULAR WITH .... LOCAL 

VACATIO~EERS ON A YEAR ROUND BASIS. 

fOR HIS OllN PLEASURE, PAUL SOUGHT A f'INE CABIN CRUISER AND SPENT HIS LEISURE 

HOURS f'ISHING F'OR DBEP SEA F'ISH IN THE GVLf'. HE ALsc) CHARTERED THE BOAT TO 

PARTIES AND HAD A RELIASLE GUIDE IN THE P£RSON OF CAPTAIN CLARENCE Hof.MAN, ~ 

LOCAL BOY WHOM HE TRAINED TO CARE F'OR THE BOAT AND WHO BECAME QUITE EXPBRT IN 

GUIDING PEOPLE TO TH_E BEST MACICEREL AND KING f'JSHiNG IN THE· NEARBY GuLf' WATERS• 

0NOE WHEN I TOLD HIM THAT I KNEW WHERE SOME CLAMs WERE, HE SA ID COME AND SHOW ME, .. ' 

80 WE ENT DO• TO 81SH8PS HARBOUR WHERE I HAD 08TAU&£1> Cl.AMS SEVERM.. YEARS liEF.OM. 

LUCKILY WE PUT THE SMALL BOAT.OVERBOARD NOT no HUNDRED YARJ)S FROM THE &EST CLAM 

SAR I HAD EVER SEEN. IE PICKED UP A HUNDRED CLAUS f N A FE• IU HU TES. 

AIOUT MY KNOM.EJ>GE OF THE CLAM BARS ANJ> PAUL SAU> THAT I WAS JUST IWCICY. 

MEVER DID ADlllT THAT IT WAS PURE l.UCIC THAT WE F'OUND THEM! 

PAUL HAI> LITTLE PATIENCE WITH POLITICIANS, 8UT DID ACCEPT THE POSITION OF 

8uDGET BoAAD leuaER• AN ELECTIVE OFf'lCE. HE HAD Al.SAYS BELIEVED IN CIETTIN8 A 
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DOLLARS WORTH FOR A COLLAR 80 HE WAS QUITE EF"FECTIVE IN HOLDING DOWN IRRESPON-

SIBLE SPENDING OF TAX FUNDS. 

PAUL AND £STHER DICKMAN HAD ONLY ONE CHILD. HE WAS SORN IN 1920, ANJ) HIS 

NAME is LYLE. HE WENT TO THE COUNTY SCHOOLS AND RECEIVED HIS HIGH SCHOOL EDUCA-

TION AT alMAUMA HIGH SCHOOL. I RECALL HIS HIGH SCHOOL DAYS VERY WELL, SINCE 

HE RODE THE SUS WHICH I WAS DRIVING rROM RuSKIN TO wlMAUMA DURING THE ENTIRE 

THREE TEARS I WAS DRIVING. SoME OF HIS COMPANIONS WERE HARRY MoLZ, WHOM I WAS 

SURE WOULD MAKE THE CHAIN GANG BEFORE HE WAS 21, BUT DIDNTl THERE WAS RoaERT 

CoUNCJL, JOE 8oRAIKO, LAWTON IRVJNE, AND SEVERAL MORE THAT I CANT RECALL. LYLE 

WAS WELL BEHAVED ON THE aus, so WAS JOE 80RAIKO, AND MOST OF THE OTHERS. HARRY 

MoLZ WHO AICTURN£D OUT TO SE A HIGHLY RESPECTED SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, WAS THE ONl.Y 

ONE I WAS UNCERTAIN ABOUT. HE WASN 1 T MEAN1 uUST FULL OF MISCHIEF I GUESS. HE 

MADE LIFE PR£TTY MISERABLE FOR ME. Now HE 18 ONE OF MY BEST f'RIENDSo 

THERE WERE PROBA8t.Y SOME ESCAPADES IN WHCH LYLE WAS INVOLVED, BUT I CANT 

PIN A~YT•·~ SPECIFIC ON HIM. 

HE lllENT ON F'ROM HIGH SCHOOL TO THE UN.i VERSI TY OF FLORIDA AND GRADUAT£J) 

F'AOM THERE fN 1942 WITH A DEGREE IN SCIENCE IN AGRICULTURE. THIS WAS A NATURAL 

THING SINCE HE WAS MOST SURELY GOING TO SE INVOLVED IN AGRICULTURAL PURSU1TSo 

H£ SERVED IN THE SECOND WORLD jAR IN THE SoUTH PACIFIC, FROM THE TIU£ Of" HIS 

GRADUATION TI LL THE WAR MS OYER, OR ABOUT 3i- YEARS, HE WAS I> I SOINtRGED AS A 

CAPTAIN OF INFANTRY. 

IN 1946 HE MAAAlEI> Miss MARGARET RAV OF RoMe, GEORGIA, AND CAME HOME TO 

RuSICIN TO GET ABOUT THE BUSINESS OF' LEARNING TO MANAGE A VAST ENTERPRISE 

CONSISTING OF AGRICULTURE AND MANY OTHER PROJECTS. THE ENSUIN~ YEARS SAW HtM 

GRADUAl.l.V ASSUMING THE MANAGEMENT OF THE B•CKUAN EMPIRE. JN THE COURSE or 

EVENTS, HE BECAME THE FATHER OF THREE BOYS. THERE MOST HAVE BEEN INTERVALS 

DUfUHG THESE YEARS OF HJS .GROWING UP THAT LYLE DICKMAN HAD SOME D1STUR81NG 

THOUGHTS ASOUT THE IMPORTANT PLAC£ HE WAS DESTINED TO PLAY IN TH£ AFFAIRS OF 

If' THIS IS so, ) DOHT BELIEVE ANYON£ EVERY DETECTED JT. 
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HE SEEMED TO JUST GROW INTO THE NICHE FOR WHICH HE HAD BEEN PREPARED. f HAVE A 

TREMENDOUS ADMIRATION FOR THE MANSER IN WHICH HIS PARENTS MUST HAVE TRAINED 

HIM. THEY DID A REMARKABLE JOB, AND HE IS A REMARKABLE MAN. Hrs THREE BOYS 

ARE NOT BEING TRAINED IN THE SAME MANNER, AND FOR THE TASK O~ ASSUMING CONTROL 

OF A LARGE SEGMENT OF THE ECONOMY OF THE SOUTH COUNTY AREA. 

RUSKIN OWES MUCH TO THESE MEN OF VISION AND FAITH IN THE FUTURE. 

IN THE EARLY 60's, PAUL DICKMAN FELT THAT THE TOWt~ SHOULD HAVW A BANK. 

GROWTH IN THE AREA HAD BEEN PHENOMENAL AND MANY NEW BUSINESSES HAD MOVED INTO 

T~E COMMUNITY. RuSKIN WAS TAKING ON THE APPEARANCE OF' A TOWN. THE HIGHWAY 

WAS FOUR LANED FROM TAMPA TO THE COUNTY LINE, AND SIDE WALKS WERE BUILT. 

A NEW RIVER BRIDGE WAS au I LT AND MEDIAN STRIPS WERE LANDSCAPED. THE BANK BECAME 

A REALITY WHEN SEVERAL. TAMPA DND BRADENTON BANKERS OFFERED TO UNDERWRITE THE 

ORIGINAL STOCK ISSUE. HOWEVER, THEY NEVER HAD TO DO Muon UNDERWRITING. WHEN 

THE ~TOCK WAS OFFERED TO THE PUBLIC, IT WAS SNAPPED UP SO FAST THAT LITTLE OUTSIDE 

FINANCING WAS REQUIRED. FROM THE FIRST DAY IT OPENED, IT WAS APPARENT THAT ITS 

SUCCESS WAS ASSURED. ITS PHENOMENAL GROWTH IS A MATTER OF' RECORD. 

·ABOUT THE SAME TIME THE BANK WAS BUILT, A LAR&E PLAZA WAS LAID OUT AND A 
~ 

SUPERMARKET WAS OPENED S-V A MAN NAMED JAEB, WHO HAD TWO OR THREE OTHER PLACES 

ABOUT THE STATE. 

JOE £LL IOTT, A LOCAL DRUGGIST, JOINED THE Re:XALI. CHA.IN AND A LARGE DRUG 

COMPLEX WAS BUILT AND OPENED FOR BUSINESSS. A NEW POST OrFICE WAS PLACED IN 

THE PLAZA AND A DEPARTMENT STORE FOLLOWED• PLANS FOR A HARDWARE STORE ARE · 

BEING CONTEMPLITED (Ir WAS COMPLETED IN 1965) BY MAYNARD CLARK AND ASSOCIATES. 

CLARK OPERATES A HARDWARE'. AND APPLIANCE AND FURNITURE STORE AT THE CORNER OF 

WIMAUMA .RoAD AND U.S. 41. HE IS ALSO INTERESTED IN THE DEPARTMENT STORE. 

(At.L OF THESE BUSINESSES HAVE BEEN LOCATED NOW I~ 1967 IN THE ftuSKIN Plo.AZA). 

NEW.FILLING STATIONS BEGAN TO APPEAR ALONG THE MAIN ST~ET. HENRY WILLIS 

HAD BUILT A SANDARD STATION AT SHELL POINT RoAD, AND HIWAY 41• H£ ALSO HAD A 

if 
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GROCERY STORE ON THE OTHER CORNER WHICH WAS LEASED TO RALPH LAMBERT. ON THE 

NORTHEAST CORNER WAS THE DICKMAN BUILDING WHERE THE DICKMAN ENTERPRISES HAD 

liEIR OFFICES. IN THE SAME BUILDING, ON THE CORNER, TAMPA FEDERAL HAS A BANK. 

THE COFFEE CUP, LONG A LANDMARK, STANDS ON !MX THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE 

INTERSECTION. MANY OTHER BUSINESSES HAVE SPRUNG UP ALL ALONG THE STREET. 

THERE JS A SHELL STATION AT THE CORNER OF THE HIGHWAY AND FOURTH AVENUE, AND 

ACROSS THE STREET IS A f>uRE 01L COMPLEX AND AUTOMOBILE AGENCY. THERE IS A 

TEXACO STATION ON THE NC>RTHEAST CORNER OF THE WlMAUUA floAD AND 41. J. D. SMITH 

HAS A GULF STATION AND GARAGE ON THE· NEXT CORNER, AND RAY DUNKEL HAS A WELL 

STOCKED CAR LOT ACROSS THE STREET FROM SMITH. LYLE DICKMAN LIVES IN A LARGE 

OL:O HOUSE WHICH USED TO BELONG TO HIS GREAT UNCLE. His ORIGINAL HOME i's A080SS 

THE STREET AND IS HOW RENT£D TO JOE 8oRAIKO, LIFE LONG FRIEND AND SON OF A FOAMER. 

MERCHANT. JOE IN IS BUSINESS WITH MAYNARD CLARK, IN HARDWARE. His FAMILY 

WI LL BE DEALT WI TH IN SUBSEQUENT CHAPTERS. ~. 

THIS IS THE WAY IT WAS IN 1965. Two OTHER PLACES OF NOTE ARE THE CHAMBER 

DF CollMERCE BUILDING, AND GEORGE CASTELLo's STORE JUST SOUTH OF THE INLET. AT 

THIS TIME THERE 18 BEING BUILT, A HANDSOME NEW llBR.RY ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE 

HIGHWAY AT THE INLET. THIS FACILITY IS THE RESULT OF LONG YEARS OF PLANNING 

AND E~FORT BY THE LOCAL WOMANS CLUB AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS A~ONG WITH HE~P FROM 

THE COUNTY. A NEW FIRE HOUSE STANDS JUST OFF THE HIGHWAY ON THE NORTH Sf'DE or 

THE INLET, AND rs A PRODUCT OF MANY DEDICATED MEN AND WOMEN OF THE AREA • 

. ..; 
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