PAULINE DICKMAN LAWLER, MARCH 27, 1973, INTERVIEW WITH A. McA. MILLER.

AMM: One of the problems seems to be that a lot of the records were destroyed in
the fire that burned the college kukidimg library, and reading The Commongood
minutes, like all minutes, they Just give a very kind of synopsis idea. 4nd I
was interested in some of the important things that happendd in people's lives
wiith respect to the community.

PDL: Well, now, what angle are you talkang about?

AMM: Well, I was thinking aboutiso many angles I doht know which one to think
about (laughs). I was thinking for example of when the community first started
and people got off the train at Wimauma. The first settlement was over there

at the terpentine still.

PDL: Well, now my recollection of transportation to Wimauma, that was by mules.,
Dad, or the Dickmans, brought them from Missouri, the mules and other livestock,
Dad hed never cared for mules, but he understood the importance of bringing them
down here, so he, befepe he left MO he traded his horses for two mules, Jim and
what was the other one? So, all of this stuff landéd at Wimauma and they had a
wagon for the two mules. 5o gfter we came here any transportation that they had
was by mule. To go through the woods to Riverview and you crossed the river
there on the bridge, there was a bridge there at that time, you went on in to
what is now 50th street. And as I recall, that's as far as they went. They
could take a street car down zm# as I believe, may-be I'm wrong about that, but
anyway most of it was all done by mules and all trips to Tampa was done by mules.
I don't know how long it was afterwards, but one of the mules stepped sadly and
died, and I tell you, this was a very tragic thing because we didn't havez a
one-horse vehicle, and when that mule died, why everywhere up, still there was
no transportation. And they never did get another one, and sometime, apparently
shortly after that, the Dickmans and Millers bought the old ship, the first Kilcare,

(11),



and Dad was the captain, HKe'd never piloted his own ship, I don't know, but he

was the captain.

AMM: Bid he have any experience in that line, or?

PDL: UNone at all. He couldn't even swim,

AMM: Oh! Is that right? (laughs)

PDL: ©Now, Paul could tell you more about that, because when Paul wasn't in schodl,
he was the engineer on this bomti. Now he could tell you all kinds of things about
the Kilcare., So, thereafter all tmansportation was by water, and its part of my
experience(?). I don't ever recall anybody coming in to Ruskin by nule.

AMM: I see., Well, when the Dickmans were over there at the turpentine still

were the Millers over there, too, or weee they down on the shell mound?

PDL: Oh, yes, they were over there and living there when we came. Now, I know
n othing about their experience between the shell mound and turpentine still, And
when we came they were living just about where the Council bous live(d), s little
closer to the inlet. And there was a foot bridge, quite a long foot bridge, and
that was while the ffilet was quite wide and narrow so that you couldn't step across
it when the tide was high or the water was high. (101). So it had been dug up in
places. I believe it was as high, the water was as high as my head. It was just
a long foot bridge with pad(halff) railing on the side so that you wouldn't fall off.
And that was the communication between the Millers smm who lived onm this side of
the inlet, and the Dickmans who lived on the other side.

AMM: In line with thht, did the early community ken the split between the farming
community and the college community? Or were things pretty well tied up?

PDL: Coupla minutes, coupla minutes. The whole community I believe entered into
the college whenever the college had any outstanding speakers, and they had somé
.good speakers, they had got some awfully good speskers at that time, and the

whole community endered in. We had a literary society, and it was connected to the

college and the whole community. And we had singing, now that was mostly the



college age kids, people that did this. Now mother's voice was always good, she
was outstanding. But Georgadda had a good voice, she went to school, college,
but not the whole community. And as far as farming was concerned, the college
amr the farming. And then when Lester came, I don't beléeve he ever taught or
anythiing like that, but he and Georgadda were married and he was one of the first
ones to build a cart, and then they found that the transportation was practically
impossible, to haul it fpom the field down to the boat, and the boat, taking the
boat in to Tampa, and unloading it again. By the time they did all that, why, it
was . + o that is the most unusual bird I've seen?
AMM: What? I don't know...
PDL: What in the world is it?
AMM: I didn't notice it, I must've looked right when you looked left.
PDL: I've neverseen anything like it.
AMM: We have some lovely cardinals out here.
PDL: Oh, theyére beautiful. But, no, there wasndt, the cockpit(?) came later when
Hawk came., HNow Hawk, maybem
AMM: VWas he a plan man or what was he?
PDL: Hawk was a scheister, (155), and he died just shortly ago. He lived, he ran
close to 100. He was younger, akx little pounger than our folks and he had a son
and daughter who were a little younger than all of us. And Uncle G, had--well, why
g3rk should I waste my time on that, because Hawk was a big ass(?).
AMM: Oh, no, tell me.

‘
PDL: And Dad was the one who kept Hawk from taking over. He wouldn't have taken
Dickman absolutely, he could ha®d just taken over. Now I hemrd Paul tell this not
long ago, so he could give you the information.
AMM: Well, I'll check Baulm on that,
PPL: I suggest you teke notes and ask Paul sbout certain things.
AMM: Right. I'll do that., I'11l listen to the tape again afterwards and then I'll

take notes,



PDL: Now you ask Paul about Kilcare and the transportation pertaining to Kileare.
Now, you need to know hew many years ago that was in service before it went, and

he could probably tell you when the ferry was built across the Alafia River.

We come a long way then. Back in those days Dad was plagued for, this was after
the, when Dad was doing this, this was £€fter the school and the first WW started.
There was no raod between Tampa and Ruskin., We went Just meandering through the
woods and all the commisdboners from this district came from Riverview area, and
all the roads, the commissioners would kikm# build the roads around their patrons.
AMM: Right.

PDL: where they live#, so the road had a lot of dog-turns, dog- what do you call
them? Dog~ AMM: Dog-leges. (189) PDL: Doglegs, and at that time the Kilcare was
gone and we were without transportation, but by that time they'd gotten a raad
through here so that people could go. And now Paul could probably tell you about
his operation in that area and he could also tell you about . «?.

MAMM: One of the things I would like to talk to pou about, if you don't mind, is

to try to get a sense of. . .What? These are the jets foom MeDill, T think. Is
to try to get a sense of what the community was like foom the woman and young lady's
point of view.

PDL: Well, uh, from my point of view, well, I was one that never weemed to
question what my marents said. You know, I just accepted it, Georgadda fought.
#he fought it grom the beginning to the end. And another cousin, Nidra, who was
younger thakn myself, and she fought it and she #@idn't have very ehppy memories of
it, but as far as I'm concerned, I accepted it, I happened to be the only girl my
age and I played with the boys and I had everythihg my own way, except I couldn't
go swimming, because I was liable to get my hair wek wet, and I couldn't go hunting
because I was a girl.,

AMM: (laughs) Ch, boy.

PDL: Thatls why I said, I'd tell you I came as a second caass citizen,



AMM: Second class eitizen., The only girl. . .

PDL: But as far as doing things I was pretty popular. Of course, I had my own
way, and I thomoughly enjoyed, I had a happy childhood. I thiink that we, we made
our own pleasures, we made our own party. This house was the center of outside acti-
vity. The college was the center of social activity, but those were planned, and
we danced up &n the third floor. And then the belles would dance up at the third
floor at Lisbeth's house, but those were WEgger parties and they took in everybody.
Parties down here were for us youngeters. Mother never planned anything, but we
always had something to eat. Usuelly I had to cook it, but there was never any
question of whether we could agford it or not. I don't know where the flood came
form , but we always had food. And as I said this was the center of activity, and
when I was about 13, the first girl friend I ever had came to Ruskin, and she was
like my mother, she was very vivacious and people remembered, very popmnlar, She
asv a little older than myself. A boy came to town and I just fell head over heels
in love with him. Oh, he was the handsomest thing you ever mw saw, and she took
him eway from me.

AMM: Oh, boy. (laughs)

PDL: and I never trusted a woman after that! (AMM Laughs). I never have trusted
a woman! (AMM laughs) I enjoy women, but a man comes in, and a fool can have 'em,
But from there on Ruskin started to grow a little and then when the war came, vwhy,
everybody was gone, and I was the only one left, and I ran the store down here. But,
AMM: The Coffee Cup? What's the Coffee Cup now?

PDL: liox, not there, Where the Casteglos (Castillos) are, more where the lumber
vard is. (AMM: I see.) That had been built into the canning factory and when
they didn't. . . In the memntime somewhere they had grown tomatoes and we canned
tomatoes (253) and the wholé community entered in to the canning. The women wmukg
peeled, and, well, the whole community.

AMM: Was this before WWi? Did they have the eanning plant before the first WV or

after?



N

It was during the, it must have been before the first WW., It was the first

Wi. Because the store, when the first WW came, the store was there. (259) In the
meantime we had a man by the name of D. D. Estes ceame in to Ruskin. He was a
farmer and he had, I don't know whether it was five or ten acres, and it was over
where the Thriftwasy is. That was his farm. And he was a very independent person
and helped do all these things. But when the canning factory had ceased to exist,
I mean they used, why then they turned it into a cooperative stoere(267) and the
first man that, one of the first managers, the manager at that time, when they had
to go into town and buy groceries and they didn't keep very good track of what he
was doing and he was running up bills. And he was a garbler but they didn't know
it. And, uh, he wnet into town and spent some money and ran them into debt. And
Admer was running it for a while and of course he couldn't do that, and when he
got a chance to get a job up north, why, they took it over to me. And I sold it
out, got it out of debt, cleaned all the debts up, got ride of everything, and then
L left,

AMM: So you're one of the few people who were sorta continuously here during the
periods if wer in '1lT, right? (PDL: What's That?) MM: You were continuously
here, say, during 191L-177

PDL: ¥es. I eemember., I was going with a sailor. He was a widower and had
three children., He lived in Palmetto. And mother stressed strenuosly that she
didn't want me to marry a widower with three kids, but when the armistice was
signed, he picked me up and we went to Tampa and celebrated in the streets. (289)
There was dancing in the streets of Tampa and all over the plawe., (AMM: oh, I'll bet.)
There really was, but as far as the war was concerned, Florida got very little
benefit from the war. Now you can say what war it is, but some areas Just go in

a boom in a wartime. (AMM: Right.) And it is always this, it's always thus,
because Arcadid, as I recall, had a camp, & soldier's camp, and as far as I know

that was the only place that got any of the wartime money. Farmers must not, thye



didn't get anythihg farming, do Florida was just hit hard during the war because
it took the men, and it took the girls, got jobs in Washington and other places and
there was just no activity left in these areas,

AMM; Coming back again, you mention that Georgadda wadali-becn-verr-happy-~here-
in-en-ecarlier-deyv--What-were-the-peinss and Nidra felt very diffedent at best
about what was, about what their parents were planning. (PDL: What?) You

said that there was a fair amount of conflict and that Georgadda hadn't been very
happy here in an earlier day. What weee the pointsof disagreement on that?

PDL: Well now this is what, and I, looking back on it, I can see her point. They
had been living in Chicago and Admer was in Chicago and she had stayed with Admer,
as I recall, she had stayed with Admer for a while after mother and Aunt Addie and
Daddy and the bous were down here. And Zoa was up there. Zoa was engaged to be
married, so she never did come down here and live, She did come down here and
they were married, she was married deon here I think, I'm sure she was. But I
don't know where Aurora was, whether she came down with thé family, the first
femily. Georgadda came donw later. (322)., Well, of course, she was up there with
Admer and she was having a wonderful time. She was, I'd say 17 or 18, just you
#now, when skk was dating., ANdthey brought her down here, stuck her out here in the
woods. Ho eligible men, and not even anybody that was congenial. And when we
came, I think they lived down there about a year and a half, maybe two years.

When they had moved up here, now I don't know how long they xhad been up here
before we came, but by the time we came Georgadda and Eurora were there and Uncle
G.M. and Aunt Addie and Mom and Willard. Well, when the family came we used to
have a lot of get-togethers and singing and Aurora gawe readings. Oh, we just had
a wonderful time! But that wasn't for, that was for the birds as fas as Ceorgadda
was concerned., Because there were no young people, so she had run around town
with the rest of us. Oh, mother dang, mother had a few little tricks that were

always cute, but mother wasn't cute, that's probably the wrong word. They were



always entertaining and she did ti nicely. But eventually the yvoung men from

the woods came in, Of course, they were attracted to Aurora and Georgadda and

they all wanted to go with Auroma, Well, they couldn't all gg with Aurora , es
Georgadda would take the pickings. And there was a boy called John Seckle, Umnm,
what time do you have? (AMM: 20 after.) Well, I have to go. John Sackle, and he
was a very unattractive creature, but he was sbout the same ageas, a little younger
than somebody by the name of Bud Barnes who had fell in love with Aurora, and he
was the ...local form the area and oh, the most courteous person that pou ever saw,
and oh, he just thought Miss Aurora as the prettiest thing that ever was, so Mother
Just dg@lighted in Aurora because she was going with him., So, Georgadde had an
uncle(?) on her side, she really did, and it$ a shame because Ceorgadda was
attractive, and then when Ray Gene, Aurora's husband cmme, he was a misician, and
you would look at him who was a musician, and then Georgadda really shone as fag as
her accomplishments were concerned, because seh accompanied him and she sang
beaufifully (so did Aurora), but that still didn't get kxgx her the attention of
the opposite sex like every girl would like. So Aurora, I mean Georgadda, was never
happy hezre, snd when she, when Duncan weated to go back down here to live, she
didn't want to come back.

AMM: She didn't want to come back down there?

PDL: My understanding, she didn't want to leave. .7. .But she was very happy

with Duncan here,

AMM: Well, I don't want to keep you from your lunch, but I would like to talk to
you again, if you don't hind doing it. (PDL: WVhat, again? Well, I don't mind
but, uh, (AMM: because it's) they're silly little things. (AMM: Well, that's)///(380)
PDL: I don't know how far I have to run on. I can probably tell you more

about that, rather for the fun of it, than old Willard.

AMM: Which time span would that be, approxihately?

PDL: Uncle G. M. died a little vwhile ago and O. D, had just after that. What



would you like to know about their memories?

AVM: (laughter) Catch up on those. Well, but, there seems to be a time when all
the people who are now here weren't here and you were sort of here.

PDL: Well, I cna give you this time and & lot of Millers were here. When Uncle

G. M. died, so he was in ..7. ., so Willard was in Washington, I guess. And

Aurore was in Washington, and Aunt Addie was down here. And noe, you ask Paul
about the telephone numbers. The boys sent Autt Addie money, and then Willard

and O, D. I don't know whether Georgadda did or not, but it was Willard will be the
. .? fifth-most? son. And the man that opened the telephone (L0l). Aunt Addie

was so eager to get the telephone. We had a separate tegephone and a system all of
our own, and it just broke her heart when Paul, against her wishes, sold it to that
man who had a nwe business with telephones. ©So you ask Paul about that telephone,
but it just broke Aunt Addie's Heart. Put this Billy Walker that was running it
thought he had a gravy trainm and he could go down 66r money on this telephone thihg.
Well, all we needed was one hurricane and the telephone systemz was out. You know
how expengive it was to try to operate those things. And we had a telephone
operator listenting to all the conversations.

AMM: (laughs) Don't they alwaeys? I bet they still 4ol

PDL: Well, now if you wnat to hear about the times I could probably say more of

the intimete things that were of Aunt Addie's concern.(klT). . . .

END OF TAPE
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