REMEMBERING THANKSGIVING

Pauline lDickman lawler

Home from & Thanksgiving Idnner at the Coffee Cup, Just as good As
I oculd have‘oooksd except it lacked a few of the timmings - like clives
and_picklaa. dish of celery and tonatoss, and nuts and candy. I am teco
full and Just as niserable as I expected to bs,

Everyons in the fanily went their owmn way. Bimuie end I had en
invitetion out, but I don*t want my younger friends to feel that they
have to invite us, OFf couwrse, I could have stayed home and asked someone
lesa fortunate than we axe, but I just did not feai like it.  One little
old lady that dees nothing but couplain end ssys everycne has sush short
memories and now that ghe is old - who wanta her,

We have both hed naps and now Himmie is watching football and I am

- going 10 try to write of past Thankegivings.

¥hen we first cawe to Florlda, the famlly usually got together, mare
probably plonic style, if the weather was nice. One Thanksgiving ws had
no meat, The men killed ai opossum end the women cooked it, It wes not a
howling suocess,

What Dad 1iked best was to have the feuily at his table and proudly

" gay that everything on the tahle came from his garden. New peas, new

potatoes, tomatoes, turnips, and the big oid hen ¢r hens as the crowd
denmended, Now part of the fun of Thanksglving is having everyone stay
or come back at supper time and make sandwiches and eat ple and cake
that wag left over. They never ate it all up so the next day we had
nore of the samse and sometimes it tasted bsttexr than the first day,
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This is only the second tine that my husband end I have besn alone
in all these years, The first time I have ever eaten & Thanksgiving
I&qnar &t a reataurant, | |

#

¥hen Alvin end I were merried we lived in & little tdwn in New
Hexico, This 1ittle town had no elsotriclty and no running wataexw, The
zaiiroad had & atation and e boiler woom, 1he men had rigged up &
showar by putting up a five gallon milk ean with holes in it and you
could adjust the valves mnd have the water Just as hot as you wanted,
The men went down there and I esild to Alvin, "Why can't you take me down
there?" He said, “I dean't know, wh# not?" So he did, The women of the ~
town were hozrified when I told them, ¥e had made friends with a couplas
our age and enjoyed ,playing caxds with them and going to baseball ganes,
‘hankegiving caue and they had theix own families, Alvin and I got & nice
‘big turkey for our dinnex,

ihe night before I wented to go to the pump house for a bath, 8o dowm
we went., Alvin would go in ahd eee §2 snyone was thewse., There wag., A
traup wes there sleeping in the big xoom. Thease pump hovses were the
| favorite abods for tramps during the winter e2asen, The shower was in a
separete room, VWe had only & flash light so Alvin eased ms into the
shower room and eaid he would stand guard, I had a delightful shower,
The next day I cooked the tuxkey to perfeation with all the trimmings
and we hardly made an impression the turkey. Alvin esaid, “I'll go down
and sse if that tramp is 6till at the pump house and if he is let's take
a dinnexr {0 hin,” He was and we did, I'm sure he wondered, "How ooma?"
§ Bad had a good shower, That was our first Thankegiving,
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There are an awful lot of Thanksgivings to remember in all these years,

I shall tell of two that stand out froam the others,

Alvin and I were in New York, It was during ths depressibn yeara, My
cousin Admer and his femily lived cut in Maplewood, N, J, They asked us
to coue out for Thanksfivingy to come oul the evening before whioh ve did,
Ne had helped Tuy the sisteen po&ld turkey, That evening we all decided to
go to New York the next merning and watch the Meoy FParade « I saw some of
it this morning on T.Y. Thanksgving worning Clara fixed the turkey with
the dressing ready to cock, I thought she wag golng to put it in end let
it oook while we were gone, But no « ghe waa golng to eock it when we gotﬁ
back from the parade, New, Clars was one you did not make suggestion to, :
especially 4n her own home, 8o off we went with that bsautliful turkey on
the table instead of in the cven, Maplewoed is & “fur plece" from New
York even if you meke pexfect connections. 80 4t was after 12430 when we
got back, The four teenagers were staxwed and so was I but that turkey
6ti1l had to be cooked, Ve got everything elese ready and vaited and
waited, Finally Clava said we will go shead end eat so out came that
beautiful turkey hrowned ;o perfeoticn., Adner started to ocarve the turkey
aqd everyone could see it wus not done, Ba gave each of us a helping dbut
ndt one word fron anyone about it'being ra¥, I have nevar ssen a family
where no word of criticlsm wes ever spoksh at the talle except that one,
If that had been at our house, the remarks would have been loud and cleax,
¥e filled up onh everything else tut I slways felt cheated because of that
raw turkey, During the depression you didn'f have turkey every day.
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The depression was ptill on, Mra, Miller had died, Admexr lost his job,
two of the teenagers had married, so the family hroke up thelr homs end
ocans back tq Ruskin - under protest, Tpia wes just before ths Ssoond Werld
Yar, Clare and two of the teenagsrs wexe in thavniller yoma at Thgnkagiving
tine, 7The fanily planned a big Thankegiving dimner with all thg igmilg
inoluding the ones living in Tt X | i

It was one of the ccldest days I wenembew in Flerida, Ths house only
hed firve places for heat, except in the hitchen whioch had & little wood
heater, Everyone twought something end of course, there was a lot of milling
around in the kitschen, lestexr wanted to do something so ha kept putting
wood im the 1ittle stove in the kitchen wntdl 4% wma so hot you oculdnft
stand 4t 4in there, e cousin came with a guest end a bottle of eolivea,
GCh, well, there is always cne in the best of well reputed fanilies,®

a8 Mother used to may. You should hve seen hex end her guest put auwsy the

food they didn*t bring. UDveryone had all they could eat and the next
worning the frost was like snew,

Thet wae the last time the fawily got together with the Millers ee
Adner Lot & joby end the fanily went back to New York, The heirs then gave
the (llex houe to the Heman's Club &f we ocould ,put a roof on it,
Fortunately we had besen shble to gavner sonething ovex $500,00 and that put
& roof on 4t. Then we borrowed money end fixed up the outslde plaster that

-had cone off around the windows, WUe have bsen fixing it up ever since and

this sumner have Justifinishad the second floor., It has been made a
Historical Site,

Tnis is a Thanksgiving Story not & Woman®s Club story, _It has been a
beautiful day and now I'll go out and find something to eat., Then tomarfo&
I'11 start to reducs,
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