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HY CHILDHOCD

Pauline Dickman lawler

Yhen wo moved {yom Iowa to ilssourl, P aul and I had never gone to school,
I think we entered school the Pollowing fall, It was a little cne room white
school house, The teacher had to build the fire, the boys carried in the
wood and we all cleansed ths school roonm, There were two large black boards
. that covered the front wall where the teacher put arithmetic problems on the
board, alsc diagranning....and if you nisspelled too many words you had to
stand up there and write them one hundred times, That was where I spent
most of ny tine.
There were only thirteen of us in the school and bLelieve it or not,
three sets of twing and all in bhe beginning class, favl and I were the
youngest, The boy twins were morons and the girl twins were big, -jeﬁ;rezd
faced Swedss about fifteen, and one other 1little fellow that wes very snart,
The toacher always had litile exercises on rriday afiernoon with everyone
in school %taliing part., They could sing, dance or reclis & poen, I rermenber
one of the morons got up and said, "I had a little dog - his name was Rover,
- whent he died, he died all over,".
There were no girls near our farm so I never had a playrate, ‘There was
. a set of twins that were two and one-half years clder than we were that Faul
played with, They would go fishing, swinmning, set traps and I had to stay hore
and help mother, when we came to Florida, I was not much better off, There
were no girls ny age. Our cousins, wWillaxd and Clnion, cne was older, the
other younger than we wore, I tried to do everything they did, but being a
girl I sure nissed out on a lot of things, Thanksgiving was almays about the

opening of the hunting season and the boys would go hunting, I always wanted

_ to go, btut, no, I had to stay hone and help get dinner and afterwards wash dishes,
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You should have seen what I leaynmed to swinm in, I do né know who
sede 4%, but it sure made ne a strong swimmer, It was o denim-like bwown
material, Tho blouse had puffed sleeves that cene to ny elbow gatherea in to
a cuf, Tho tlouse gathered into a belt evound my waist and the blooners wore
attached to ¢he blouse and came below ny knee gathered in;,a an elastic, (n
top of that was a getheved ckivt, ALl was trimmed in whate tepe, I thought
I jooked veal swart witil I tried to walk out of the water. I 1lifted gallons
of water that ry sloeves, walst, end bloomers held, '

E'?zzéh later I got real srart and made nyself a mini tathlng sult out of
some white wool, It was just es pretiy as it could be ECY = you should have
saen ne when I dove 4n and started eoming ocut of the water. I might as well
have had nothing on, It was transparvent.

Now comes tho part you have beon waiting for, vhen I was about fifteen
a family poved in and thore wes a girl that was about two yoars older than
. uyself, She was pretty, played the plano, and like Mother, nade friends
with everyone, Of course, I fell in love with hev end wanted to svend all
of my tine et her house, DBut, theve was one terrilble draw Lack - she had
the dirtiest “old pan® for a fathar you can inagine. le was a tall rangy
nen = thelr house was small « he could veach out and grab you - and didn't
care where = so I just didn®t go there when he was home, She also had a
trother who was exactly our egs - birth date end all, Iy that time, I
thought I was growing up and couldn't be bothered with Faul's friends - they
were just kids,

tncle G. M, hzz.dvgotten the collegn e;tartai and willaxd, Clnton and

Taul and I quit grede school and started to college, (F courss, it was

rostly high school subjects we took,
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Students were coming here from everywhere, Among them was a hand-
some boy, about elghteen, and I thought he was somsthing special, He
dated me and I really was on Clowd Fine, Here is vhere the serpent
entered the Caxden of Fden, lary, uy bteloved friend, took him away from
ne. Do you know - I mean this = I have never trusted a girl since - not
wheré there was a mon concerned,

Fary end I vemalned friends after that 1little episode btlew over. ©She
rlayed the plano and 1 sang and et one ti&é we had a good gquartette and
she played for vs. Iit I never did trust her - even up %0 the day she

dled - much too young - of eancer,
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