WOMEN
Pauline Dickman lawler

¥hen we first cens to Ruskin there were just four famillies of usg four
men, fouxr wnaen; tw5'§oung ladies, three teeneagers, end five little fellows,

Ve were selféSuffieienﬁ = not needing the natives to ﬁake us happy =
except for the tﬁo yﬂung ladies, I know know they must have had some pretiy
lonely and hlaaa mom@nts = I should say hours and days,

This is to be db@ﬁt the four wives primarily, I°'ll just say this aboul
the four~ men.' Not one of then smoked or used to¥seco, nor drank, nor
cheated on thclr vives. You may ask, "What elss is there to worry about?™
Iots omvthings. but nostly money = or lack of it,

Fi:ét was Aun{ Addie, the wife of Dr, Millew, Dr, iiiller was Heother's
brother.::ﬁad w%s irs, Mller®s brother, so there was a double relationship
there, Next was my lother = the wife of A, P, Dicknan, Then there was Aunb
ligzie, the wifé of L. L. Dickman, .Aunt ligzie, "Elizaboth"” was Hother's
neice and Iuv§n Dickman was Ded's brother, so Aunt Iizzile was both nmy cousin
and ny auatelléunt Pearl was the wife of I, E, Dickman, Uancle Dan had
married a nelghbor girl back in iMissowrd, Years later the husband of ono

- of the “babies“ wvhen we were trying to explain our relationship said,
*I never heara of such a mix-up without sombody comnmiting incest."

Aunt Addie was the oldest, the best educated and & college teacher, She
was our orgaaizer. She organized the Ruskin Woman's Club, Sunday School
and church serv1ces. and later college classes, She became the first poste-
nistress ﬂnen Ruskin got mail sexrvice, She managed our local telephone
conpany dam@g the First World War and until it was sold to the Tampa
Phone compaﬁy‘and we had eontact with tho outside world. She was a pretty

womnan, nediwm size, well built and had beautiful tlue eyes,
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lother was next oldest, "hat can I say about her? She was nmy lother,
She was considered a large woman, with straight black hair, rather thin,

I can see her now with a curling iron in ihe old herosene light, curling
her hair to go somewhere - and some tinmes buwing a strand of hair. That
wasn®t good, Hother always loocked good in her clothes when she went out
becaﬁse she always wore a corset, She never wore one at hone anG looked
pretiy sloppy as she wore "lother Hubbaxds,"

Ch, yes, she had beautiful big browm eyes, & gorgeous voice - without
any effort she could be heard all over Ruskin, Pesides all ihils she had what
18 now called clharisma = or personality, She loved people = not just special
ones, but everyone and she let them know it, And did they eat 1t upl !t
She could make a plain little old cracker women feel like a queen, They
loved herx,

Hother was a natural leader = she drew people to her with her personal
pagndtisn, It didn't nake sny difference that she didn®t organize anything
to lead then ito = excent church. Fother never irlied to draw people to her -
they just came ~ like steel to & magnet.

You éan understand that this nizht cause trouble between Aunt Addie
end Hother, but to my knowledge it never did. They were the best of friends
wmtil Aunt Addie died in 1935,

Next wes Awnt lizzie « L, I, Dickman's wife and Fother®s neice. OShe
was a beautiful lady with brown eyes and iovely red curly halr, She was
not much older than Aurora and Georgadda, but she was married ard had three
kids, which of course, put her in the "old married elass,” OChe was ambitious
and when the college opened she took some subjecis,

Aunt Pearl was the wife of N, Z, Dickman, She was rather small and not

very good looking, She had black eyes and black halr, She was not interested

in collese, There was one thing she did have and that was a capacity to




3.
work., Another thing - she got better looking ﬁs she got older.

Then there was Aurora and Georgadda, the daughters of I, and Mxs.
Miller, They were beautiful gifted giris. Georgadda was younger than
Aurora, She was an accomplished pianist and singer, Sha'taught rusic
in college - piano and voesl., She had ved hair and green eyes and was nore
like Aunt Iizzile - reserved and held herself alecof. She was a follower
rather than a leader and depended vpen Aurcra to a great extent, In nmusie,
however, she was tho outstanding one,

Then there was Aurora! What can I say of her? I can®t find the
words to describe her, She was beautiful - she was accomplished - shé was
the peace maker, ©She had the mostest of everything! She was a natural
leader, a marvelous teacher. ©Ohe was like ilother in thal she drew everyone
40 her and they all loved her, both young and eld. She was ny favorita
" eousin, She sang and was a natural actress., She could and did give whole
perfornances by herself, lHother loved to show her off, Both Ceorgedda and
Aurcra left Ruskin during the First World Har; Aurcors became a leader in the
eliies and towns where eghe lived,

Iast and least, there was me, I was just a little girl, I had no
particular talent, was not beautiful - passable - and had 2 terrible
inferiority complex, How could I help it with all the beauty and talent
around nme? Ceorgadda gave me enough piano and vocal lessous, that had I
had any natﬁral ability I would have been an accomplished artlst, Aurcra
tauzht me dramatics, I learned how to conduet a publie neeting in owr
Iiterary Club, iiother just could not sew, If I wanted souething to wear

Awnt Pearl or Aunt lizzie had to make it, So they taught ne to sew and by

the tire I was fourteen I was doing all the sewing for llother and myself,
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That was one way lother spoiled me, ©She was so happy that I could sew
that she picked vp after me, I would Grop my patterns and scraps on the
fléor. I 2ti11 throw everything on the floor, but now I have to plck it
up myself, I did have a great capzcity to work and have been given every

opportunity to do so.

What did we do for amusement? fThere was no radio or T.V, Ko bridge.
Everyone read, We took magazines that axe out of publication - the Ameri-
can Yagazine, Colliers, and the Iiterzry Digest and others, At that tinme
the Best Sellers came out in serial form in the magazines and we could
haraly wait for the next month to roll around, HWe gave books for gifts
and everyone read then,

Then when Georgadda was present we always had nusic.

At that time there was no refrigsration., Everyone baked their an
tresd, Everyone did thelr own washing, ZEveryone nade thelr own clothes,
Everyone did some kind of hand work they carried with them - exeepl liother
and Ceorsadda, Georgadda couldn®t do anythiag while she played the plano,
so no one expected her to do hand work,

The native men wanted to date Aurora and Georgadda, Of course, they
all picked Aurora so Georgadda had wﬁat was left, There was no great
choiee among then, But Aurora being like liother could make them feel
important, Georgadda, being like Awnt Lizzie, endured them, To show the
rentality of one that, "carried" Georgadda around, after listing to CGeorgadda
play said, "I would give 10,00 if I could play like that,"

Georgadda and Aurora did most of the house work fér Aunt Addie, Aunt
Addie seen to always bave some writing to do, then when the college started
she was rezlly busy, She grew vhat flowers there were, Ilonday was gash=day

for everyone, Tuesday was ironing, Friday and Saturday was cleaning and
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baking.

Kother was a good coock but did not venture many new dishss, She nade
the best bread and lsmon ples., All the others tried Yo make tread likse
flother = but they did not have her blg hands and wrists and could not
kneed the decugh like she did, Her apple ples could have been the ones that
made'the slocan “Apple pie and mother."” famous., She had come from an
apple country and could really fry apples, If you wanted to taste some=-
thing, take a slice of liother's bread, toast it, spread it with homemade
butter, cover with hot fried apples and on top of that pour real crean =
not the anenmic stuff we buy - but the kind that goes plep when it falls,
Boy, have you got something really good, I!other did not like to cook
really, so Pauline got that job quite scon - except the bread. I never did
make bread.

Amt lLizzie and Aunt Pearl had the small children and had all the work
to do, Awmt FPearl was not a very good cook and was alweys in a2 hurry =
always putting soda in the beans to speed up the cooking - I'm prejudiced
azainst soda to this day from seeing that yellow mess, Aunt Lizzie was

& good cook, I guess, I did not eat at her house very often as 1 do not
recall any idlosyncrasies, Aunt lizzie had one baby - the first Ruskin
baby =~ as HMother would say and Aunst Pearl had two; a girl and a boy,
Those kids really got the attention, They went to public mestings -« no
baby sitting in those days. If for any reason, they needed looking after,
Kother was the one = she really loved babies, If they had colic, she

could put her big hot hand on their little stomachs and fhey would quiet

right dowmn,
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One year Georgadda and Aurora went to Boston to college. I do not
know what university they attended, That was before the school got started
here as thay were both teaeheré. : b .

. Cur transportation was by boat - the Kilcarénf a bezutiful yacht - that
Dad turned into a work horse, The front end waé plush coverad seats that
“could be twrned into beds, The middle was the engine roon and a roon with
a tollet and wash boui, The back end was the gallsy foxr cééking and eating
and had canvas curtains to keep out the weather., The Back end ecarvied the
freight and the front end the passengers, It took about three hours to go
4o Tempa, usually about noon when it got thevre, So most of the tinme we
stayed all night and came back the second day. Avnt Kittle's on Jackson
strect was the favorite lodging plase, It was a small hotel but we called
1% & boarding house, Those of us that did not to to Tenpa often wouvld be
50 exceited thal we couldn't sleep the night before,
| Goocrgedda and Aurora had mede friends with those at Aunt Xittie®s
and of course, thorouvghly enjoyed going to Tampa to associate with soweone
their equal., I recall one tine some of the young people cane out to vislt
them, and 28 usual the whole family gathered to enjoy the music and
singing, Csorgadda started to play Harehing Through Ceorgla and one young
man got up and left the room, It turned out that his hone had been one
that had been turned, You see, the Civil Var was not far btehind us at
that tine, '

I Porgot to mention that Aurora, Gsorgadda, Aunt lizzie, and lother
nade up & women's quartette and they were pretty darned good,

Sareh Bernheart came to Tampa and all of the adults made & special

trip in to see her. There were other special occasions bul they were few
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and far between, The Tampa State Feir had just started and of ecourse, that
was & blg occasion for us kids, We had lots of pienies and always got
together on holidays, That was about it. I want {0 add that in 2ll thoss
years togethex to ny knowledge - and I was a pretty nossy kid - there was naver

& real division anong them « some small murmurings, of course « they wers the

best of friends until each one passed away -~ Aunt Pearl being the last to go,
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