ﬂfﬁ. MILLEE, HO DATE. IMTEREVIEM WITH SHAROH BOOTHE
SE: O So much of it that [Hwe zesn 15 Just kind of a series of fachs. Like.
T'we read z2ome of the minotes of the old meetives and Twe resd, well, I'we
read some thinss that Mes.Baok has at the Uniwersity of TampPa, bot 1 Just
cont o have ane coberent dodea of bthe Prowression uf thines around here.

WM Mell, I kvnow what soure aetbting at, Ther are allowing reporters now bo

efully it’s

T

b mck more Personal dn wedlting than bthey osed o be. Hop

{

obdective, bt actually it isns't alwaws 20, thew ingert their own Perzsomality
in ik In Fact: it mawea muck gasier reading than it does with Just bhe
Fachual things., The old city editor uged o do it so that he could 90 ahead
and cover it, #o that ke could throw a re-wurite on it and @ou can’'t thﬁmw a
re-write on 4 Personal conversation that wou midht have with somebods, Theé

Are Puanlo® A werd dnterestiod bthind doun at MHew Collese this wears Pasrhaks in

uw

the 2Prdin®, U'm not exachly certain.
S8 Ie that dour son?
MEOM:  Yes, he’s teaching down there. FAnd thiz will be on the method of weiting

o newsPakers on the, it will be built around that idea. He had done some

=

work o newsPaksrs when be was 2 9on® marn, before he started beaching, ard [
think that he waa‘twwing o bring some of his, of course he hazs started
creative writing down there.

why D'l Tike o talk to kim abowut that., That sounds like a realls @ood idea,
biecauze I koow when T went to dounrnalizm school at the Universibts of Florida,
we dust went straisht, textbook stofd that had nobhing to do with what 1 do
T

WP T fhink it'8 an interesting thing., I know that when he was on  Lbhe
Tampa Times, durin® his wacabtion when ke was uP at Prioscebon, and that’s when
Hampton Durn was over there.  FAnd he wazs Eelling me that thed made him weite

dust the facts, and iz this Pertinent or isv’t it, we can't take uk thiz muchk
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bicn of sPaces and the amount of newskPrint that dou can

ahor .

19 Problem o,

back when rnesPrint was %7 2 ton. And it's onlw, it's

T o

> black market.

ing it from Sweden and Horwas. That wazs before they started

or doind andthing localls. they cdidn’t think thes cowld use

ges that had turPentine in them in those daws, arndd it made

gowhen thedy Found that thew coule by some teckhnolody .

Fose.  HOw lond 290 was this bouse buoilb?

tiful

in 1213 or 14, I dow't know exachle Just what gear ift waz,

Faul Dickman' s father.

tell me dor earliest recollections of moving khere, abouh

it like here, or even before @ou came here. 73’11 liwved

Lol

D] % M

Dickmans Lived in MO, MWe were from Chicaso. This khouse

A2 oo 13, T thank it was started in 12 because the Loun

in 1218, 20 that would Prebhty well Ped the dabte,

gaic dou moved bhere in T9RET

e in 1966,

by o

g, bhen?

Janary the Bro.

Atk

then we habPPen to be in bthe same 2180 bthet.

came iv down here. Mg Pather bhad come down,

a location in Florida to found a colon

...... cooPerative movement, which was in ibs infancy at that time.
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Fined also he was an emminent zocializst of that time., and had foundéd Buskin
Collese in Trentorn. MO,

SR Well, kow did ke, ke waz 8 lawwer, 1s that coreescht?

WDM: He was 2 lawder bt he also was an educator.

SR Hew did ke first 9t interested in socialism? Mas he a real advocate of
dobm Buskin' s

WM Moo ke wazso’t an advocate of Jokbn BEuskin's, Particularle. there's aluwass
s mach cordusion about that,  Buskin was a wverd emminent thinker back in the
Lime of Mare and before Lenin, and had considered that sversbhods shoulad hawve
an education redardlesz:s of whether thew were of the uPPer crust or whebher
they weren’t. C2P&2 FAnd in En@land, it waz nob Possible for ansone excepPl
somecnne who Perhakz wazs of the uPfer clazzes, to be able to 90 to such
pniversities as Ouford.  FAnd Jokn Buskin felt that it would be mech betbter iF
education were carcied to the masses, rather than Just making the masses
subserwient to the higher clazzsez and confinind them to mechanical work o
farmivg, or some of the things that could be controlled by the uPPer class.

Fred thes weren't even allowed to do wery muckh from Sthe standieoint of bein® in

o et

busginess. thew might aPPrentice out, but it wazsn't zomething that thew could
ap ahead and make 3 caresr out of ., FAnd ke had founded a college in Oxford
called Fuskin Collede, which dig 9ive a chance for the lowere classes Lo come

andd Bet khigher education. And the coobPerative movement shtarted back in the

¥

2EE s and one of its main Pointes of 9rowth was at Trenton, MO. And there

FRE N

%

52

L
were 4 rumber of Peoble with 9uite a bit of mones who were interested in the
cooPerabive movement, but nobt Particularly in the zocialisbic mowvement. but
bhere were a number of cooPsrative enterfrizes started in Trenton, MO, 2o when
father felt that the classes zhould 9t an uPPer sducation if thews were So0ing
to do avgthin® actuallq in the movement. Yo could nokt confine it to the older

peaPles it khad Lo come From P

a Yo, mean o et it Going 2o it o wouled be a conbinwing thind,
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WM:  Fyed tle odifficults with that twpe of Person waz that they did nobt have

the mones for tuition or board or room or anethin® of this kinde so Ruskin
Collese waz started on the idea that, of an industrial collese. somewhat like
Antioch, but not on that same basiz that it waszs before in FAntioch or angthind
eleg. See, in those davs there were no land 9rant colleses and there were no
scholarzhirs Pot oot Particularlys and certainly nobthing done from g
governmental standPoint to make it Possible for a Person with no monss Lo 9et
4 higkher education. so that the Peckle that came to Ruskin collese could
work for tkheir  tuition and board and eoom. 20 bhed had to have 3 werw little
moned to fet started. bot the difficulty of that was that father would not
accerbt any endowments.  Because endowments, scomebodws’s  coming up oubside,
BE: Ok, I think that’z Probably the phobosrabPher,

2K

i

WEM: He would not take ane endouments because ke reslised that  if he sccebt
enclowments, that ke would be oblisated to whoewver did the endowment. FAnd beind
3 socialist, he recodnised that the induzstrial arowth was coming alond alond
mabPitalistic lines., @ou see. and they did nobt want unions at that time, thers
wetre o wnions bo amount Bo o anwthdns, and there was child labor, and all of
the women had oo wobe and things of thiszs kind. Sos the studentzs were akble to
came and work for their board and poom. and thew wernt to school four hours in
the morain®. then they worked Four hourz in the afternoon, then they studied
four howrs, and this was the sohedule that they went on,

G How oid thew Paw the instructors?

WM well, the inztructors weres Paid with what moveds was left ower, if and.
Yo had o have dedicated PeoPle willing o work with thiz, because there
wasn’'t, and fortunately we khad rather a large family, 7 children, I was the
sounsest of ¥, and outside of one who was killed, all except my brother, the

il i N

e older than T oddd zome feaching, Fired bhen bhers were obher Peok e

who were more interested in the movement and cdeind something, rather than thew

were  An the amount of moned that thes act, and thoze we dieew duite s 1ot of
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SE: How did wour father decide to come down here to this area?
WMOM:  well, the reazon that ke came down here waz that we had out@rown the
accomodaticons in Trentorn. MO, there were too mans studentz for the
Facilitiez, 2o the collefe waz moved o Glen I1lwn, IL. whick iz a suburk of
Chicago, And it went there for threee dears, and then, this should have been

W4, T auess, when the

i

about 1982 o @3, 'm oot certain aboot that time, 18
collese borned oo,

SR somewkbere | oread. and 1 can’t remember where it owas, that at one  Foint,
the eollese started takind contributionzs from what were considered cakitalizshs
and the ztudevts went on strike, avd

WM Moo there waz rever and Lime that ane scholarzhiPzs or éndowments were
mace, to me certain Enowledse,  Hod T know that because,

SR I think that ws Meo Hodse., 1 don’t know if son’re familiar with that
particilar book,

WM tkers iz quite a Lot of material ower in the REuskin libeara. You’11 wanh
tio Ao ower andd check on soms of the early idealz,

SB: =0 he, the collefe burned down, they needed bo move someflace else,

i

during all that time, was there mich frouble from the reoPle who lived arouwnd
Elere, PeoP le o weren’t Park of the commonita T
WEP: Yo re talking aboot in CHicaso¥  Ho, there wasn’'t,. except that it was

werd difficult to 9st the students Jobs, becduze thew did nobt want anvone who
bad leftizt tendencies. they dide't understand that, And Glen T1lwn wazs nob
an industrial zpok, It was more 3 auburb where a2 9ood mard rich Peokle
lived, and there waz a wverd larde frame hobel there on the lake. and it was
quite a Place to 99 in the summer, and thoze were the Facilities that were
waed,  Hnel 1F wou did not dobe that thew could 9o ot oand work on o in s factors
o s2ormething of thiz kind, as thew do in Antioch, see, thew hawe to lesave the
wh

gohool For mawbe 3 dear, and work for somebods Foro one or bwo seme . 3t

xi‘&
(T!

o

*.5‘1




7

least, and thes can't  be doing bobth thins:s at one bime, (4340

SB: =0, thew would Feel it as some kind of a threat, ['m sure. the Peokle in
the community .,

WM Mell, it waz difficult o 9et dobae for the men and women who went Lo
Xt a T Ta R

SR there were women at the ackhool. also.

POM: ok, Wes, it waz coedocational and alwavs had besn, hﬁt it owas also bhe
time of colonies startind b in Florida, becagse land was cheab and it waz
Pozzible o deaw Peokle down becavse they lTiked beivng in the sunshine and
things of this kirnd, before any boom, of course. had ever come uf. Fod Father
felt that he needed to 9t somewhere Fairly olose bo oa large city. bobt nob in
a larase city, becauze he wonld have the zame cifficuclty ke kad kad in
Chicaso, and that he would have to make it more of an agricultural cocllese,
more than ansthing elze, 1f ke came awayw from ywhere incdustry pas.  so bhe
located this 12000 acres on which Ruskin waz eztablizskhed,

SR Mo did ke buw the lanel From?

WM T was beouwaht from a Mawval Stores comPand, I can't five wou the name off
hand. Maval stores. of courze, were turPentine and all the bu-products, Fod
there had been a burPentine 2hill, and there still waz an the ProPerty at the
Lime that we came down.

SR there weren't mang Peokle living around here, weke thers?

WM Mo, there weren’t hardly any.  there was two familiez betusen Shell
Foink, which iz two miles down thiz waw, and Mimauma, whicks iz 7 miles this
wad. It waz Juzst all poush woods,

SE: that muzt have been 2 bi9 change for €ou. coming From 2 big cite,

WM It wazs a big thind for the Family, too. Exeebt it waz a little harder on
the @irls, who were in the dating a9e and T wasn't, S0, it made a difference.
We dida’t have much society down here.

=R Mo mare Families moved down here when wou oliod?
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vOWBM:  Hone of them moved down here when we did, because the land had nobt been
Purchazed at that time. My father and mother came down in 1906, Father had
come down 8 dear before that and had located a hotel down on Shell Point down
here which had been Put uP az kivd of a sPortaman’s hotel for PeoPle out of,
that were 2oing fo Tampa Bay Hotel. and thew would come down and do boobiog
and fishing and things of thiz kind.  and it was on a large shell mound whichk
waz at the mouth of the Little Manatee River, which waz asbout 5 acrez in
extent, and about 50 £ higk at the center of it. It was where the indians
Facl camPed Foro omany mand Senerations, arned Pizked and saob odsters and bkhinbs of
thiz kind out of the bay and the river. FAnd 20 we moved down thers to start
of ¥ with, while the Plans for buding thiz lareer acreate were 9o0in? on, Hod
fathr did not have the capital to handle thiz, and T dow’t know wkhere the idea
came from, bot bhe conceived the idea of dizcussing the matter with the
Dickmanz: who were mye mobher’s Peokle,
S And where did thes live at that Lime?
BOM:  tkew liwved in Sedalia. MO,
SR a0 wour mother was a Dickman.

| WMDM:  Skhe was 2 Dickman, she waz the oldezt of 11 children in the Dickman

Familw., =20, father went P and 2ot AP, Dickman interested in it, and he
interested the other  two Dickmans, who were L.L. Dickmad and H.E. Dickman.
Frod the three families of them came down in aboot 1988, T think the end of.
garly 1988, At that fime. we moved up from the hotel which waz down 2t shell
Poaint, on uf to a turPenting still, the old buildings of the burPenting still.

whick were about these miles, about a mile uf east btoward Mimaoma on 874,
SEe there was 8 Poad Boind over there

WOM: MWell, there was 3 road 90ind owver to Wimauma . des, That came from

Wimauma, ower to the north 2ide of the Manates river (Littled. but 3t that

T

time there waz no bridee or even a fairye acrozs the Lithle Manatee River, or

arrozs the Alafia, azs far az that 9ces.  And a0, it waz nobthind bot s woods
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road, it Jdust went througkh the woods. And the Dickmans meved into zome of the
howses that had Been Put ub for the foremsn and an old stockade,  There was a
shockade there becausze the turPentining had been dovge by some of bheze bio
comPanies by 9sbbind convicts from the state, and then they would Paw, a4,

.....

Fifte cents a day for the vze of the labor, men and womed, and then thew had

SR M. Lawler waz tellin® me wsestercday that there were a 1ot of comicks
that setbled in around here,

WOM: Mg bhere were no convict:s that settled around here, the convicks khad
besn Qone From kere For several wears, they evidenhly had done the first part
of the tureentining, but the still was there and it waz one of things that was

one of the b beEcavse we coulad do turPentinivess arned naval stores

somewhiat, and thed were, the trees hadn’t been 211 cob owver ab that time, ardd
we had a2 2aumill, o between the sawmill and the turPenining and what [ardens
we hac, whds it owas Possible Lo exist there before the collegs was started.
SB: zo0 thiz was dusgt the four families

WOM:  that waz the four families, ves,. FAnd there were tuo houses betuesn here

and Wimauma, two farmers whe were nabives living oot thers,

Sk Well, then, the Dickmans Pot P the moves to buw the land?

WOM: MWell. thes Put up quite a bit, because they sold oot their holdings
there, and thew did have moleg~crawn eduibment and mules and cultivators and
thines like that, and chickens, which they brovakt dows with them, 2o it Sawve
we a4 little ztability there, wesz,

SE: 20 when did the obther PenPle start mowing down?

MOM: Thew all came at the same bime. which waz abeoot the gnd of 1988 or in
1989, I'm wot certain, becavse it was before the land was Platted.
S8 these were all Peokle from Glen I1lyn. or from Glen I11dn and Trenton,

Fraom the different,

WM:  Well, there wiz none of the Faiculty that came down, excelt one bhat came
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dewn.  the rest of the faculty to start the college was within our famila. who

Facd 311 had kigkher education.
B 2o, won’re main ddea waz not s0 much o bBoild the community, it was bo

Bilel the college and let the community Spow

oy becavse wou could

WM Moy it wazs &0 build a2 communityd 32 well as a colleds

T

not hawe a4 colleSs without and tewn, IE waz imPozzgible to have a collede
without a town, and iat waz imPoszible to Gt and help from s countys lewel

here at that time, becauze it was duzt 4 Few Peable z2itbin® dobin hepe . and
there was werd little atbenticn Paid, the taxes for thiz aréa, shich of course
waz undevelobed, were wverd low at that ftime, 20 thers had bo be some kBind of a

tun Sovernmsnt . and it was decidedd that it owounld be along the lines of the
o ball Sovervmenhs ol odn Mew Englanc, where swverabode that bhad a pisce of
tand had 5 wobe in what was done with the common lancd, And everda 5 o 16
acres, or everd lot that wazs 20ld by the bholding comPand, which was RBuskin
Homemakers, bthat macde ob the Millers and the Dickmans as the owners,

SR Ohe 1 ogee. 20 that's where the Commonsood thing came in. where People
e Al lowed, peokle bouwsht and owned their own 1and

WM that'z piakt, thes bad fo oown BReir own land before bthew bBecame a member

)

of the Commonsooe Societ

B but for ewverd land that was zo0ld to them form the holding comPand . soms

land waz Put aszicle. zo thisz was actually land that wis domated by wour Family
ard Blhe Dickmans

WhM:  that’zs correct, There had to be zome sort of an economic backeround on

" o

this thins, because it wasn’'t Pozzible for them to 9t any help o Put in a3

read, for examPle, or 3 deainage cansl or anasthing that needed deing, bot iF

ety conld @n akhead and zell

there were land zet azice. thern the Commonsood] S

delol a2 little Bit.

that lancd, ardd with that moned, they conld 90 ake and ol

EE: HMow it'zs bBecoming clear toome,  and each family kad to Pay bo 2et

WM Mo, thes dicde’t Pay andthing, they s2imP 14, throosh ognerzshib s each
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. Family hecame a member of bthe Commovraooed Societs .,

It wasn’t where gach family Paid the %5

i H “

MM Moo bles

i ewckhanse of moned, T odoght

s ly ket

theem kol 5560 e ol a9ainst eackh obher, Cay

cializhs dicn’t kawve it at

that btime, ©5E%
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WOM:  Hred it ddid atteact nobt only bhose who were inhberested in a4 cookerabtive

colomd s bot also those who were interested in the socialist movement.

C bhere and kind of oraanization where this divizion of labor andd

Sk Wa

H

ivizgion of Produce, where thin9s were done on 4 real socialist lewvel?

WM: Mo, bhere wasn't as far azs that was concernsd, becagse the socialiszst
meveement did net concern ihseld Particularly with bthe ecollese, the cooPerative

memeement, D omean. cicdn' b, Mzt of bthe studentzs that were atbracted here were

T

attpacted becanse hhey haPPened bo be socialist, o lesnind leftuard, bol mosh

4

of Bk Peokle that bowsht i bere were either socialists that wanked o be

amans Peokle of thelv own kind, or cooberative interested Peolle. th

M

comPerative movement was fairly stron® at that time.

SR owas bthere a cookerabive. a farm cooferative?

WO Oy wes, there was 3 cooberative, in fact in the ordiginal reservations
in the deeds, there was a reverter clause so that if sou did not conform to
what the roles and redulationsg set dowe For bugios this land, tht wsowr land

would then rewert to the Commonaood Societs. There had to be zome ftesth in it

somebure ., and bhat’ s the onld Place thew coulad Pot them. =0 that it waz that

b

in bhe original deesdsz, and kiog of stores or ansy kind of dncdusteys tkhat
started P would kave to be of 3 cooPerative nature. and the onle ztore that

e hacl, whickh was Jdust one, and that was cooberative too, and everdbods hacd teo

i ot of that, becauze there wazn't ane comPetition allowed. see.

OB I D R T P

HEc 2o when each, wou had each of thesze farmers 20ind oot on btheir own Land
aned then shifrping their Prodoce Logether?

W Mell, wo, there wazn't that, becavse we had no ways  of shikPing Produce.
there were no roads, thers were no railroads. there was nothing as Far as

etting it out,: and of course thew newer Farmed dn oa bis waw at that time,

B

because it was before the mechanism of farmivns.

("

i
f#
ey
g
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GE: sooat was kind of a4 subzist

MDM:  MYes. it was more of 2 subsistence arearvsemnsot.
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SR Dicdn't thew afber a while though, they had shirs that went to TampPa?
WOM:  Well, there waz a4 boat that went to TamPa,  We had to have some
covmection, some Place to bue beanss 20 we did have a boat, about 3 325 £+,

bioat, Fnd it made reonlar trifs o TamPa, and it would Pick up peokle that

were interested in buxing or observing the colond or angthing of this kind,

to Tampa, Somebimes we'd 98t opf there ancd a Blow would come uP, and soun’ o
stay bhere a week before wou ok back., but. took four hourég to make the teip.
o won clida’ b dooan awful 1ot of shiPPind.

SE: what were thes iF wou conld Just ookline the basic rulez of the
community . From bthe was wou’ve described it and things, 1've read that it
wazn't strictls Jonh Buskin’z Policy

WOM: It karpened that the collefe was named Fuskin collef:s becanse of his
thinking about educational matters. and bthen, comin® down here, there had fo
bz 3 name bo the commenity and thew decided to have it the same as the collese

wag. That'zs how it dot it and PeobPle didn’'t neceszarily have Lo sobscribe Lo

thrivking of Marx., But the cooberative and socialistic movements were Pretby
well tied togsther in thoge davs, neither one of them were werd sbeond, and
they needed o belP sach obher,

mEc 0 MWell, wows women had the same pights a3z men.

same rigkts in

MM Yes. IF 2 woman bBogsht Pigce af ProRertd. she had the

s

if

e Common@ood sooiehy,

S ITh owas only, dow kad o be a Profertys owner,

WE: Yo had o be a proberty owner, and sou automatically becams then a
member of the .5,

SR What about relifion. were bthere and Bind of

WMOM: MO, Bhere wazv't and . there were no reoularly recodnized churches.

dencominational churches down in bhere. Father wazn't o 9realt believer in
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back and Fortkl tkhat wou misht
a Baptizt weould come cdown and

g wen leln' . 20,

MOt Mell, ke was wera intere:

FHD OF SIDE OHE

EME OF IMTERWIEMW

(»

denominational churches becauze there were o mand z=chizmz,

start a Methodist churchk,

SRy wenddered abont thae book that aoir Pather arobte,

iF e oYl

iy mane Pullins

anct tler

Mg o Lo’ t sauberibe o what they were coind, &0

zbed in the social teachings of Jesus, his (8582
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