JUDY MILLEE. HWOVEMEFRR 12, 1974 INTERVIEM WITH AMY DIAMOMD; W. D. MILLERE

AD: That's true, but, I'm just trying to get information from any source I can,
and wou'd be surfrised, how often sketchy their stories about their own
parents are. They dust don’t remember. 1 was train® to et actual dates. and
I was having a werd hard time. FAnd Mardann told me that sou koow lots of
stories. She savs qou Just dov’'t talk a lot.

e Mo, T oden’t, T don’t Particolarlys. MWillard’'s the onge with the
remarkable memory, He remenbers stories that the rest of the family didn’t
remember at all. 1 suess bhecause he was the doundest., and Probably saw things
trom a different. light. He rogsns’t remember dates particularly well, he
transPoses them and all. T was briefly here for my honesmoon in 1928, and for
A couple wisits after that., T dido’t come back here to live unbil 1941, Just
before Pearl Harbor. S0, of coursge, all my imPressions are roush, and from
those Years, are some stories that [ had heard,

AR:  What I was hoPing that gou would be able to do. is tell me something
apont Adaline. 1T was wondering when cshe was born, if vou know that

Ji: o HWes I oman’t 9ive dou those details, becauvse, she was md mother-in=1law,
Wi, e, and T can 9et them for sou, if Wou want me to, from family records.
but. T don’t have them in mind risht now. My inPreszions of her, she was a, had
A werd dominant Personality, and was a werd ctrond woman, in her beliefs and
conwictions,  She conld maintain a conversation becauvse she was wery well
informed, well, bein® a T owoman.

AG: B0 bou know how many childeen were in her family? Mot that she had, but
trom the family that she came from,

J: Well, Willard could tell @sou that, because he, of course her family was

Metukhard, I kEnow mavhe some of them, but not nearls all, it was A larae

FaMilH-




AD:  Wowld vwou haPPen to Enow where she came from?

M Towa.

AR T waz wondering if bou remember andthing she did, what the stories were.
how ghe was with the children. Was =he a wery affectionate mother, or was
ahe. o o9 mother was Just not overly demonstrative.

M M4 imPression was that she was not Particularly demonstrative. But then
of course wou have to realize. that my imPreszions have come more or less from
my husband, who was the Yonngest in the family., The eldest was 17 Years older
than he was, T suppose that by the time he came alond, his mother was
Preoccubisd not only with the other children, the older children, and the
rollege, and the keePing of the howse, =0 that he has said that his sister
Aurara, who was ten dears alder than he was, really was more of a mother to
hime Mo, T don’t mean that in A dero9atory way toward the Millers, becauvse
that’=z what hakPened in larde families, the zisters who were ten to twelwve
wears older thana the dounser childeen, more or less took owver. So he feels,
anel alwaws felt, werd close to her.,  She was a wery difficult woman, I misht
=34 that.

AD: MWhat do bou mean b that?

A She had carabilities in many waqs, MWell, she Painted, for instance. You
wonladn’t think a busd woman like that would have time to pPaint, but she did.
And then after, when Willard and 1 were married, I took her out evrd morning
to a lovely litktle Park, and T took ker out and left ker there, and T would
ac back and do me work. She wenld Paint the landscake, and at that time she
was almost 78, which i= awfully older than it is now. becauvze now I'm 78. 1711
he 71 this December, Well., she thousht she could do anwsthing, and that ansone
in the family could do andtking, FAnd bezsdies the Painting, and the teaching
Enalish in colleds, she alzo weote Calthonsh I don’t think she ever had

andthing accePted) she dicd,  then, she had mechanical ability. She would ask

Willard about the details of this, and if she =aw it, I think she'd tre to
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invent A washing machine-~this is for 9iving women liberation from
mandane. That's the imPression 1 had vers stron9lys of her. (1410 There maw
hawe been some other advantafez that zshe tried to have,

Al What kind of articles wonld she write?

i T oean’t tell wou that, 1 think it wazs reli9ion.

AR When You Firet met ber, how old was she?

M She must have besn over FA,

AB:  FAnd what wear wazs it when gou met her?

d: T was married in 1928, and T met ker then, 20 I think she was Probably
ahout. &4,

AR And in 1928, women had Jjust Sotten the wote. MWas she wvers active in
that¥

A Yes.  Bhe in kher, T odon't know Just what kher activitiez were here,
becanze this was a more or less isolated community . bot she was much more
Actiwve in Chicago, thew had the college there, vou know, You’ve Probably read
all about that, and Willard was named for Francis Willard, who was reallys a
mowine star in the 7

Al But was she wery ardent in saqin®, wou’we 9ot to et out and vote?

i Ok wes, ol 4es,  Verd stron9. In front of all her children she
Particikrated in community affairs.

AR Wonld she ke active in the Commondond Society too?

Ji 0 Okl wers, des, Oraanised the Ruskin Women’zs Club.

Al What was her motive in =tartine 107

A Bhe thowsakt that o women shoold 90 on, better themselves, take an interest
in world aftairs, that waz her idea.

Al Bo the Women’s Clob was a forum for all sortz of lectures.

M T was one of the esarld ones in the state,

Al wkhere wled thes et the lecturers from?

i T think thew wonld largely depend on their own resources, and Pauline couwld




tell wou about that, because she uéi,lﬂ charge of that. FAnd one day she 2ot
arnmerne T She alwads felt that a cupP of tea wonld act to bring PeoPle
toasther, much more =0 than Just 2ittin® arovnd cdoin? nothing. The meetin9s
of course At that time. that waz a home, thes met in her home, and they fave
Fer a feeling of intimacy that one doesn’t gt from meeting in a rPublic Place.
Fl: Was she the aort of woman who could manase. . s2he writes, she tauvaht.,
she wazs incredibhly artive, was she alan able Lo manase her home, to keeP uP on
the cookin9?

M Well. franklye, of course she have had to do that when ber children were
zmall, but as the airls 9rew up, thed have told me that thew took owver the
manasement. of the househnld to a 9reat sxtent, Particularly Rurora and
Lecrfadda, becanzse they were the two rigkt there, Zoa married and left, but
Aurora and Geordadda handled, the cooking . . It wasn’'t a question of her not
bens able to do it but when she had the oPPortunity, 1T ima9sine she must have
Preferred to do the ather.

FAD:  As far as actual questions. that’s about all I had, 1 was Just lookin®
for stories, for andthing that @ou miaht remember, Just little thin9s that
misht hawve habPened in the cdays, that sort of thinﬁ, that was tupical of her
character. Did gon ever hear her teach?

A Mo, T onewer did,

AR do o won think Willard had ever heard her?

JM: 1'm sure ke had

AG: Yo gee, T'm trding to information about four women. Auroeas Adaline
Dickman Miller, Fose Dickman. and Hareiet Oroott.

JH: wells wows T Can't tell wou about Harriet Droott at all.

AD: T cdeom’t think angbody  can.

Jec o Willard wewde knows would remember, Paoline would, Maskhe Faul., Did sou

azk Faul?

AD:  Paul didn’t seem Lo remember wery much about ker. Maskbe I'm loocking for




mere than really PecPle can remember.
Ji: T kwnow that Miz=s Orcutt came at the ztart of the colle9e, that zhe had a

hisme on 41, that she 9ave her librarys to the Women’s Club. That’'s the extent

in

of me knowledss akbout Miss Orcutt.

AD:  Mac has that scrapbook . 4ou kEnow that scrafbook that sou 9ave Mac, which
ig Just fascinating, aprarently she wrote it from 7 Mouth?, and zhe was Just
really interested I wrote a letter to Mr. Eddd Walkers to the lawser in
Columbuz, GH. I @ot back a letter from him, At first, I ot this letter.
This iz the first cone 1 ot back, which waz, [ think the day he 9ot m2 letter
he wroke bark., I=n’t that lovelu?  And then ke did, ke was true to his word,
andd I aot. a2 verd lond, werd thoroush letter dezterday, fufll of stories,
informatiom.

JM: o His imPressions wouled be more of Fuzkin itself. I think Probabley the
collese closed before he wonld have been old enoush, becavse Willard was in
the last @racduating claz=, and it cloged on account of MWW I.

AD:  What ke wazs able to add, were hiz imPressions of RAurora. He loved her,
he elaborated on it, in fact, he st have an incredible memord. or else
things realld imPressed themselves, becanze he remenmbers sPecific instances.
where, like, he waz hawin® a bad das in zchool, and Aurora. . for examkle,

thise Fwae thins about, ke apparentldy wazs duite a kellion, and ke was grinding

i

a Piece of chalk on the floor, he'd made a mess of it. Aurora didn’t a4
ardthing, and then it was recezs, and she came uP to him, and zaid, Eddie,
Fere's a wash raga,  I'm supe 900 want to clean wp the chalk that gsou Put on

the floor. Skhe didn't 4ell, she didn’t even azsk him., FAnd ke =aid, it made

auch an imPresion on him, that she we 20 kind, and ke went and did it., <3870
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JM: He was werd, werd fondd of Aurora.

Ad:  Eeally a delishttul letter, really werys lon®., I waz zo0 Pleased that he
had taken the time. HAnd ke =aid that he had weitten to his brother. who had
been here, to s what imPressions he mieht have, HAnd he z2aid it might be
interesting, becanze theyw were really outsiders to the communitys, sos it wuld
ke interesting to hear what an ontzicder had Lo s2aw,. I'm Just realls hakpy that
Fe's doin® that, berauze T'm sure that if 1 Just wrote his brother, his
brother wouldn’t be as interested in answering.

A Mows T odent b know whﬁtﬁww that family belon9ed to 2ome of the ones who
rame here hecanss of the colleds, whether he wazs a Yankee., Theres was quite a
Rhitter feeling amond the natives, 1'm told .

AR:  In kis letter, ke 2aid he had to ardue with hizs father to 90 to school.
becavse his father hated the idea of all these Peokle coming,

A they thouaht thew were Yankees and treated them as such. Thew did
andthing to dizcourase them,

AD:  Aorora was married tooa man named Raw Edwards, is that risht?

M Yes. She Rad one so0m.

AD: and what waz her son’s name?

Ji: 0 Georgs Alfred Edwards, « « « Hiz father had been connected with the
moweement. uP o in TH,  Aned now Millaed mad be able to 2iwve wou the details
connected with that.,

AR How did ke and Aurora meeh?

d: Tm oot sure, but T think ke came here to teach,

AR wkhat were sour imPressions of Aokora?  did Qoo kEnow bher?

M Ok o wes,s werd well.  When we married, she was living in MWashindton, DO

“he was a0 loveld, too,
AD: Dicd weow meet in Mashin9ton, DLC.T Your hwaband.

JH: o My mother was an ardent. member of the DoAGE. . and S0 mand of me class

were that, 5o [ was aslected alon® with four other 9irls from Indiana to 9o




tr Washindton, D.C. to the convention in APril, wou know, it’s an annual
thing., and I went a5 a page to that convention, and it was while I was there
that I met Willard.

AR What was ke doine?

J: He was circnlation manaser of the Washington Fost,

AR Aned b did won eon inke Rin

Ji:e T hakPened, he had 9one owers it was a big thing, ke had 2o0ld a2 lot of
extira PaPers, PeoPle mailled them bhack home with the Pictures and all that.
Fad a bow from Indiana, whom T dicda’t even know. worked for bim, and the two
cf them went owver to Look over the benefitzs at the conwvention. They wanted to
age, As Hound men will., o o And T khadd met this boy at the 7 Ball the nisht
before, =20 he arranged for me to have A date with Willard., And that was it.
AR So how did sou decide o 98t married?

A wells, we were marrisd twn gears atfter that,

ARG and did 4ou 390 back to Tndiana®

JA: o Dk, wes, wes, T was Y FAnd T owound ub thinking of khim, and he wrote me
everd day. HFAnd 7 7 wacation, T wonld come down there,  And the Ausust before
we were mareiec, T went to Wazhin9ton and staded with Aurora. But Aurora was
3 loweld Person. She we the bind of Person who iz well iked by both men and
women.,  HAnd 1t dsn't every woman.,  Yow know, mane times, there will be some
weman that will attract Jost men, or =2ome that onle women thank, bt Aurora
was well liked by both zidez. she wags wvers , wvery beavtiful charming 2irl.
AD: Was skhe Physically beantifol?

Jdi: o Yes, she was, she harl a fare that wazs more or less like Millards, althoush
of courzEe in A feminine waq, 4ou know, unlined and always powdered. One
Titkle thing, to show You kow Prettd she waz, One Lime, zome member of the

head of the

L]

family had mace thi= statement, "Where Aurora sits. there is th

takble." She dominated, not in a dominant was, but the strendth of her

Peracmmality was =uch that she did cdominate evers Qathering, where she was.




AD:  Did that hold troe fors let7 s 234, did she 90 to the Common@ood meetinss

are thiings like that, and wonld zke be active and all that?

M Dk 9ess Wes, Yes, kher bsband, Fav Eowards tagpakt in the collede,.

W

Alh: How did =ke 9et tno Wazhington, D.Co from here? (3260

M after the school closed, her husband went to Washington., 1 don’t koow
what he was aning to cdo there, but he became 111 after that., she tausht
Pubilic sachool in Mashin9ton, He died there, and the little bow was Jjust a few
years old,

A And did ke come back here?

A How 2he didn’t. She stased there and taudht and met her zecond husband
e there.

Al Didd she ever come back to Fuskin?

Jdm: o Wells she came back to wi=it

AlG:  Right, but she dicdn’t live here.

M Everd once in oA while she would have a wearning to return to it
momething seemed to draw them back here,

AD:  How old was she when she came to Foskin?

JHe T oman't answer that acruratels,

AD: But she wazn’t born heve, was she?

JE Ok wios noe She was in her late teenzs. [z that close enoush? She misht
even have been twentd,

AR  Hid she ever mention kow she felt abont leaving, thed left from Chicaso.

AD:  Leaving a big city where T'm sure she was mesting lots of PeoPle and
amind oubt. Didd coming down kere unsettle her?

JH: Mo she never did make any comPlaint about it but Georsadda, the other
sjiater, did. 0OF course Gervaadda lived here, and T'we heard her say that she
conlan’ t wnderstand how ke father could have come down here to this

the family, @ow know, and these

wndevelobed countrd. brinfing these airls,
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9irls [ @uess of course were not ready for collede education, all that.

AD:  was it wnwswal in those wears for women Lo be even conzidering collede.
are by the 20 were more ancd more women

M Oke wes, 1 think more. o o Aurora stased on, after father and mother
Miller came down here, she staded on in o and then brovght Willard and 0.0,
ket Millard and 0.0, upP there, and then she brought them down here. thes came
Aown by Lrain.

FAD:  How lowg was that trip?

s T odewn’t knows Willard conld tell w9ou. I ima9ine it waz Probably Clcose
to 48 hours., There was no diner, they had to stop and eat at restauwrants.

The train wonld stop

A MWas she active in and of the women' = or9anizations?

M Aurora? Do "o meand bere

HD:  Wells kere. later on, and time. EBecause what I'm interested in, with

these four women, 15 3 total life picture. not necessarily Just the time

111

A wells won’ 11 kawve to azk zomeone elze about her sears here, because sh
was khere in ker late teens, and marecied, [ ima9ine, soon after she 9ot here.
&rn that, her actiwvitiez were not that concerned about it. But in Washin9ton
she or@anised A little theater aroup.

AD: What sort of a theater?

M wells it was an amateur Qrouf. President Wilzon's dawshter was in the
Coffee? movement. well, ke and Willard were into that a little bit when thew
were in Waskhington in the garlys wears, willard can tell 9ou about that., He
worked with her. they Pot on one-act Plavs anad district comPetitions and all
that.

AD:  didd dou ever meet Hareist Orcoht?

JM: o MWe,  She died betfore 1 waz mareied,.

Al didd 2khe die douns, or was =he that muckh older than, say Aurora.

NI I think skhe wazs Mrezs, Miller' = contemPorad.



AGD: (Ohy, I khad this whole miaranéEZtion. 1 thouwdkht that she was Aurora’s

contemP arard.

M ok ono. Mows ghe did inkerit from mother Miller, T don’t know how machs
bt me imPression was that she waz teaching in the colless, and therefore was
more near Mother Miller's ase,

what. was Aurora’s khushand? Ras Eduards,

I newer met Rav Edwards. My imPression is that

I wazs wonderind if =zhe wazs the ztronfer member of the familad.

I think sou’d better ask Willard about that.

Do wow wnat o read that letter?

dm: the Part kaving to do with Aurora is interesting. <lLetter to Paual
Dickman, Previously quoted on at leazst two Fauline Dickman tapesz. )

Alr: She sounds Tike she wazs Just this incredibly serene Person.

Ji: She was,

AD:  Ewven at a w@oun® a9e, which i 20 wnusual., [ mean, I cana accePt someone
attaining =erenity Az they aet nld, bt dou know, I'm 20 erratic, I Just can’'t
imagine anvbhodd being actually that =erens.

JM: o Bhe was always like that.

AD: T wonder what it was

JH: o skhes A9ain, was A werw wer=atile Perzovn, she had love of her home and afa
family, and 4et her interest in communits affairs, and then this little
theater mowvement. 5She was the director of this grouk for a number of Years.
AD:  Youw said she had one =on, (5210 Did her son 2tays on in Washington, D.C.7
JH: ez he did. He was working and then he went into the war in 1321, and he
came back and was and ewecutiwe for a hat comPans for A number of sears. He
went to law school, but T'm not sure that he finished., They were having a
depression about that time in real estate, and, andway, he did stay with the
hat compand, and then, Juzt about a wear a9o, he retired from that and had his

rn business merchandising, and a larae rental, whole zuPPlies and
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diztributors, and stuff like that,

AD: Still in WAshington. D.C.7

M Yes.

3

AD:  Did he ever come back to RBuskinT

AW Ok, wezs, he came.  OF cowrse. see. FAurora, after her husband retired from
the real sstate buzineszs, they came fo Florida and boilt a home over at Ormond
beach, alond the river there. Dooaow know Ormond beach at all? Mell., it’s a
werd Prettd Part of Florida, the old part of Florida, and it’'s wers lowely,

s she lived  there and George would come down there, and thed’'d come down
here. He's been kere fredently,

Al Does ke come back oo™

A He hasn’t come back now forr a2 Few dears,

AR Do dow have andthing elaeT
A Wells do o woun kawe Funt BEoze’ s name there? She was here when I came, notb
cily when we were on ol wedding treip . but alz=o when we came here in 1941, and
Was A werd outaoing Person.  she had been 7 for over 538 4ears.  And 2afer Lo
hawve a bhond with Young Peckle.  Thew liked her, thews would come back Lo ses
Fer o beres dou koo, after thed were arown and away from Fuskin. alwavs Lo see
her .

AR:  =pecificalls to 266 her,

Ji: o Yess wes. and Mac haz wery fond memories of bher. She seemed to be able fo
talk to woun® Peokle. and more imPortantls . to 9t them to talk to her.

AD:  fkhat is 9ite wnusnal.

A Yess o an wnwsnal trait,

AD:  WRat was she 1ike on a4 dad to dad bazis? by the time vou came down here,
did she atop teachina? '

A M, oshe 2bill tanskt clazses after we came khere, althoush she did stob a

feu dears atfter that.,

Fl: S owas ske active durin® the dass, during the week . with the Homen's Clob
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JH: Her porch, well, =he aluways went to meehings and such, but her Porch more

caned things, or was =he

waz ke home, T think.

Fl: Skhe had two childeens Paol and Fauline. Ok, oand did thea live in this
biose’? CVEED Do don koo when e Aied?  And which Dickman was she married Lo
wkat were hizs initials?

M She was mareied o Al Fo Dickman.

AD: I khawve a hard time dizcerning the difference between the Commenaomd
meetings and the Women's Club mestingzs, C5VED

JH: Wells the Commonsond Societs meetings of course ook in both the men and
womern. While the Homen'= Clukb was steickld, dust women. And their obdectives
were different., How, T can't @ive dou information on that Commongood.  Youdll
hawe to 9t bhat from Paol or Faoline.

AD:  Did the Women's Club hawe a 1ot of interest in civic imProvement?

AMs e,

AC:  TE'& amazing how long-lived it iz. How mane members do they have”

ARG owow. I Bhink FEuskin i= bigesr than T think.

¢ Thew talk about the extent of Buskin SeosraPhicalls

——

AB:  Hawe a lot of PecPle come bo Buskin, dust families who had never liwved

kere before?
JH: o Yes,

BD: Whers are Ehes From?

Jdm: some are retired PecoPle, obhers are brought in for the dndustrd

Al Bnd do o a 1ot of the=e Peokle take Part in the Fuskin clubs?

M thew seem to endod comin® in.  oand oue club iz wvers democratic, nob
restrictive, althoush, bu that, I don’t mean that we necessarily have colored

Pecble coming ine. but itz just tkhat, ansone who wants to dodn and work is

weloome,  and we find that andone who dossn’t £it ine deoks out.
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Al I'm all theousah, CE2RD

ZND DF SIDE  DYE
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WDM:  Ske tagskt lar@gaaes . sPecifically German, more than ang one thing, Aod
after the colleas waz estahlizkhed down in Buskin, she came from Michizan with
a arouP nf Peokle called the Mheelers, a laroe family, thede came down in A
Stanlew Steamsr automobile, and it tocok them aboot almozt three weeks to make
thgir trif down, becavze 1t was about 19211 o 12 and the roads weren’t 9ood.
Aol she Tived 10 the dormitord to start off with and tagskt German and French.
whick were the two aptstanding modern lanswases that were tavsht. She was wverd
interested in the movement of . the cooperative movenent also, and because of
b Qualificatinns. she was macde the zecretard of the Commonsood Society

whickh she remained as that secretara for mane wears, 1 odon't kEaow dust how

i

Tomm.  She finally died of a fewer about 1924 or 25, I'm oot certain., That'
abont, that abont coverz her as ?nw az I know, The bheelers were also
interested in the cooPerative mewement and had aboot two firls and two bovs,
andd 2o thew came dAown here with uz, we were cdown here also.

Al was there a reason she asyer married?

WM Ho. she aewer had mareiecd,. I8 gou'd Encwn hers don’d khave known wh.
She waz not the most attractive Person in the world, She was wery cabPable,
bt not the most attractive in the wordd, T imafine she was Just around the
same ABe A% FAcleld,

AR T know that she u=ed to weite 3 lot of articles for obther magazines.
Marm was showing me that scrafbonk that she had compiled that woun folks had
antten.

WOM: T don't remember that Particnlar scrafbook, As the secretars of the
Commonaaod . she Probably kept ewerdthing that waz weitten about Fuskin that
abe oo ld. Bhe was kind of a ﬁack rat. like that.,

Av: ke one thing T wanted to ask d9cou about, T was reading a meeting of the
Cemmmenaond Society and there was a motion made, T think by 2our mother. Lo

Fawe somebocis an over to Harra et Opcott’ s hooses and oo something about the

garden.  dicl 2khe not take care of Rer Sarden’
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WhH:  Well, skhe wazsn't moch of an outside Person. She was more sedentars than

ahe was andthing elze, well, Probably becanze she had no hushand to help her
et Bhat was wke, She was Qiven a Piece of land, or housht it, I'm not zure
which: and bwilt a houwse over where the Shell station is at the Present Lime.
That was Harriet Drcobt’zs, and it was werd cloze to our khome. Adaline Dickman
Miller of course waz m4 mother

Al [ el know wkben =khe was born?

WiM: T do not have her birth date on the tip of me tondue. I sufPPose 1 have
it gomewbere in md records. bt T oden’t koo, OF cowrse, it E on bher

tombE L oTE . |

F:  And oo WL remeEmber bBiow many okl ldeen, o mans brothers and sisters she
Fad®

WM:  there were 11 in the Dickman famila, and she was the oldest of the 11.
There were 2 [irls and 9 hoys,

FD: Do down remenber b ang chance, the names of her Parents?

WiM:  Jacok was the father, as 1 pemember. Mo, T haven't any recollection ot
him becansge T was werad =mall child, buf the arandfather’'s name was Jacob on
that zice, and it wowld seem Lo me, that Minerwa was her mother's namne,
becavse ket mother' s middle name was Minerva, and it could have been that
that's whers it was,

A A do gow remember vhere donr motkher was born?

WOM: M T den't kawve that,

AD: Mo, but, in the state of Towa¥

WiM: Tt wonldd have been in the state of Towa, wes, as far as I know. That
was the =ite of the Dickman homestead, it ws near, oh md, somewkhere uP in that
area. Buot I dicdn’t kaow too muck aboot that branch because we weren't, we
Aidn't, before [ came down bhere, =ee T came dovw hers at about 2 9rs old, z0 ]

woulcn't kave bEaown too muck abont the komestead. 1 bhave been back to it

A Mres, Miller ws fkelling me about 2 wazshind machineg that sour mother once
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hiacl invented for thres
T recall it
aotion that she could do almost anatking
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AD:  How oid =he feel about moving cdown bo Fuskia? 2280
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ey wow mean far betore it was
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Wrer:  before it was Passed, (ba b

AL Deowow remember ke doins s Lot of active work for fthe Paszage of the
anffrage amendment¥

WM we=, she did acrtive work forowomen’ s suffragesand went to a lot of
mestings, T subPrse out in the Mest, 1 don't koow much about the Hestern trek
that my folkzs made, becanze 1 wasn't in the picture at that time.

FAl: S she came down o Fuskin in what weap® 1907

Wit s=he came cdown 2ligktla in advance of when T came down, T came down i
I imamine it was abhout 1905 when she came down, Father came down in 85, and [
A clown in Bf. T came cown with me sister,

AG: Ancd then 2khe stavecd, and immediately bedan to work with the collese. 7

o

£ 1

WOt: Mo, there wasn't and, The college wazn't here at that ftime.  MWe settl
down At the month of the Little Manates River down e, on that shell mownd.
Father had @otten in tooch with the Peckle that owned a considerable amount of
Tand down there, that was mostls swamP and owerdlown. excert for the shell
monnde T wasn?h ounder shelter, no eolonization at all, and the ¥ was

on the 12088 acre line o the eazt of that, S0 we had to hawve somebPaloce to
Liwe, o0 we Lived in that kotel for a while, and then in another home down
Lhere,

AD:  Mas she traing to o write fichion books for childeen, or Fiction books for
acilt=, or were thes Lrue =torie=?

Wk ALY I zaid waz, skhe bad a notion that she wanted Lo

Flc: ks she newver artualla oid,

WOM:  ske dust kad a2 aetion that she cowld dnvent, and she Probably did invent
the wazhing mackins, =ome Peoefle hawve a better memord about that than 1 hawve,
but she wanted. =he never had learnsd to deive an asbomobile at all, and when
she was in ker late 885, she Fidured she wanted an avtomobile so she cowld

et araundd, kot owe cdidn't think that was soch an awful Sood ides becauzse of

e age, =0 she newer did 9t around to that,  But she waz vers intereszted in
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Fer @arcden and keePins ub the Plare. We had some 14 o 15 kinds of ditferent
Froits arowing on our Place up thers at that time, 1 know, because that was
e of the thin9s that T kad to dos waz to take care of the oubside gquiPment.
She wag A areat oraanivers and she alwavs knew what she wanted dou o do, and
zhe alwads z2aw that 9ou olid it

A didd she do oA lot of the work, or did she mainly 9iwve it to won?

M Mo sk clid oA Lot of bkhe work ootsices, az well az the subervision. In

it

the gohonl, =khe had a docter of Tetbers and it was 9iven her, T don’t know b

what, it was an bonorard dedres,  bok she alwass signed with the Doctor of
Letters dn behind her name,  And she took care of A Lot of the literature
teaching in the achonl.  And she tavsht such thin®s as courses in Emerson and
Pagcholone and bhinss of thisz tupe,

AD:  When did she Fecome the Postmaster?

WEM:  She became the Postmazter. T wonld sa9 in about, it would hawve been
arcund about 11 o’ 12, T4m o tot certain dust when the Post office came in, bt
we hacd to 9t o mail Feom Mimaoma,. which i= 7 miles to the east, close Lo
the railvroad.  and thes allowed 7 hoors for the man who Picked P the mail, to
Qe ower aned Pick it P and come on back.  That was Lover than it reeded Lo
e, bt A howse aned bused, aned 7 omilez cver and T omiles back waz onot boo mocks
ancd bhew dide’t hook P the horses. She remained Postmistress for a aumber of
dears, I oima9ins ahont & oor 7 ouears. anel finally Pazzed it on to zomeons slse.
Al That was in addition to kber teachiv® in the ool leas?

bACa

AN il
AP W e IR




QR i e e il

Wiak: Sk kad oA Pretts laraes familys and we wonled we all did some of the work
in the Post office, handins oot letters and thinss of this kind, It wasn't &
ot of |

FIfe ol won ever bear ke teack or bear ber lectore?

Wi ez, 1 ook A rowber of coorses und%r Fere I know that zhe waz a wery
gxcE | lent tearher,

AR Colel o0 tasalk aboot what. Bind of a clase she had?  Mas there lots of

Adiscussion, Jdust what waz ot like?

B Well, T don’h kﬁdmw You can't bhink back, 234 85 aears and, . She khad

3 werd Sood teackhin® Presence and waz a wvery Sood cisciklinarian, which means
A lot in keePing dour claz= tegether,  And she was werd interested in it she
il a Lok of pesearch work on it and azsia9ned A Lot of homewordk that gou had
to o wkEn don were readins, Topemsnber, T bkRdnk the onls course that 1 ewver
Aot 1A on o wazs one of ke courses it Emeraon.  She was verd fond of Emerson
and mace that one Particular conrze because skhe was interested in the
transcendental movement. arcnacd Boston, which waz 9oind an At or had dust
abcnt. @otten done At that time o becavse Emsrson wowld have been a little
older than she waz, but he waz =till wery mockh talkecod about in her life.  Hod
she was interested in =Piritoalizm. and =2he was interested in others 9091 and
different religioms, Skhe and father were interested in the sPiritualiztic
mewement and 1 oeemenher we had room theres in what is now the Eiﬂbhmuﬁa, that
thew called it the Silence Foom, Tt duzt bad s door and a werd amall room.
mne windo in it, and thed Pot the table and chairs, and =he and father would
an in bhere ewers Sundss afternoen and thes would vse 3 Planchet. Do wou koo
what a Planchet 12% ['we seen a 9reat deal, a sreat mand thin®s can come uP,
thew bheliswed that thes wers aethind in tonch with some of the PhilozoPhers,
faeek PhilosoPhers and thinas of thizs kiod., OF courze. the hand on it would

come Ancd weite hancoeitins,

AR Wenld skhe soeoupase 3 Lot of Participation in the claze?  MWowld studentsz




talk A lot oo, o was it pore of a Tecture?

WO Mos it wasn't a lecture, Tt probable waz: more of a4 lecture than another
e for it. Skhe did more clases particiPation than he did. Fatkher was
particularly 9nod on his lectures becanse of the fact that ke was kind of a
master at the ke was able o ook line.  He wonld pot the zubiect over here.
anel then this off-shont over bere, T2 duite an art to be able to do this.
bieeak it down b ibs bawticu]aﬁﬁ, that macds it werd muckh easier in his
rlazses in order teo won could take down the outlinge, then sou cocwld

remember muckh af it wkben W, ﬁmt'dnﬂ@,

FAD:  Sounds like =k was a busa Tac,

WD Sl waé A werd busa lacd, She zaw that everdbods else was Just as busy
a5 zhe waz. Fnd T Fhink that that iz cfe of the thin9s that is the matter with
me At the Present time. thoogkl 0w Presomed o be retived, One of her
Faworite quetations was. "Count that days Lozt to the low descending sun, seized
From the bhand oo worthd action cdooe, " Food skhe dnbended Lo see that everabocds
zaw that when the lTow descending sun 9ot done, whd, 900 haod done sour work. A
Ariwve of that kind does not Particularls lend itself o retirement. And 1T kvow
that if 1 9o ub oaad work on osomething of mine, Tl we done quite a 1ok of air
Follutaon work s bt this iz something that I'we @of to 9et out, md December
igsne nows 1 feel better if T'we Pubt in masbes tow or thees hours on that, than
if 1 khawve Jdust Pot kel of € and cone somes readind or relaxation or something of
that kind, Bot the ceivios sPicit, it @ets dn dows and aou think that thiz iz
whiat wonwe ant to keeP on doings and son cantt hardly let ufP oon it

Al Woold 49on saw that she was the stronfer one, betugen wour father and woue
mother?  Was she the one who controlled the Family more?

WM Skhe contealled the famild mockh mors than father odid, but that wouldn't
mEan to 2ad bthat one waz steon@er than the other,  IE waz A Fretis even
balanes. Father kad all of the work of the Colond around kis neck. he had to

Fhe Pudime of the Tand  and everdathing of this kind, and setting

all

tivAance




2,

‘thé rolleas started.  And be kad more than ke conld dos and he was not Bood at
pork e ooteide o doing ardtkhing of that nature. o the house and the family
wepe metherts particular forte. and ke kad hizs forte, 20 thew didn't interfere
a areat ceal.

A o mentioned Financing, oo dou repenber which banks dsour father
approached?

WK Most of the Pinancin® waz done throggh the 5t. FPetersbors Bank. T don’f
bnens wbat the name of the bank was, it dosan’t ostick inomd mind,

B did ke de Aty in SaFaseba conobd s cnowol ko ?

HDﬂ= Hos bBecanse Sarasota had oo banks at that time. Saraszoba was a wersd

2

in

=mall willage, OFf course we dicdo’t hawe ara contact with them a 9reat d
bipranse e went bo Tampa be boat o rail. by 9oing ower bo Wimaoma 9o ool
act in by rail, o 8o ower b St Petersbura, and son could set t 5t
Fetershura bd bwat.  He would have to, the financing was duite zomething on
that, ancd T don't koo dust ewactly ko it worked then, becavse 1 was foo
bsds with me schoolwork and arouad the bhouse and 9arden to Pay Loo moch
attention £o it at that Eime, MY older brother, thogsb, Adeer, ke bad
huginess Sourees b? ceirm them up in Buskin Colle<as in Glen ITllan. and he
married and browabt a wife by the name of Clara,  She was a Coshman. and thes
had been Fwipﬁfi of tke Family.  Married ker.o and he lost khiszs firet wife. She
mae the Firet one ko be Bueied oot in the cemetard.  Then ke married his First
wite’s sister later, abd thed had a family of aboot four,

Fl: 1 was hoPivs tkhat gen wonld alk to me aboot FAurors, sour memories of
ke, becanse it seems Like, she Probably kad a Lot o cdo with sou,

WOM: Mell, skhe did, because =ke waz. T was the aoundest, and she at the time
was about 11, abeot 18 dears alder than T waz.  Mother didne’t hawve moch Sime
to kake care of me, 20 T used to, me sister. if she went out to Plaw or
arathing, I was carried on ber hipkﬂﬁd we went around,  thatts the waw thew

e bo oo bhose, blew dicdnd t Rase Plavschools that o go Put kBicds in o and went




arcunel aned left them, You tonk f'l with won wkhen o went,

Al wkAat waz oo il down fo Buskin with Aorora and 0.0 Like?

Wi MWell, that was eomethias that stock eather in md mind becanse T khacdn'
gver had 4 lond teain tedif. T owazs boen in Ihe and it was after mother and
father ot hack from the ezt coazt, Thews went oot to Dee9om in an early odaw,
and the thees Qirlzs were born oot in Oeefon, And ke had charse of a3 school ook
Elere, and then thes Tived in the San Jeachin walles, ©4890 And then when
thew returaosd to, came back into L. father had a law dedres and he was 90ins
e ke A Tawder for the cita of Chicago at that time.,  Father waz wers
interested in the temperance movement, Az waz mobher o and that’'s where [ 2ot
ree name froms feom Franeis Millard, becauses she worked with Francis Willard in
aetbing bhe WEPLH started,

F: o D won pensmber Aoeora’ = bivtkh date?

WOM:  Mos T odon?’ £ remenber ber bicth cdate, Mo wife could Probably 9ive gou
that better than [ conld, M4 memces i= fob dquite as food az it used to be,

AR %o remember mors about S0 wes ag0 than T rememiber about last week.

WO Father and mother had @one down, and had set up in that ald hotel down
fn bhe River.  FW aldest, had A 2izter foa, was marcied. and my gounest sister
Gerraadda was Living with my brother uf in Chicago. and =he was beaching
miEde. Fred D, was aoins o law ﬁrhﬁﬂi aned workivg Che omeans Hdmer . Angd E20
Fuorcrea took s beother aned T aned we came deowy o t-’-;’lE' train from Chicaso, This
waz before the dads of Pollmans, [T 2upPose bhere were =urh Fullmans on, but Poor
Feok le didn't eide on Follmans. aou dost, amﬁ went. in the big eoach and wou
staded in the bis coackhe, T orenenber it book almost Rwo daus to et down on
bl railroacd at that fime, twe ape half dass.

e That most hawve h&wn Anite a pezkponsibilits for Aurora.

Mt Well, it wazsn't foo woek, becanse she’od bad the resPonsibility of us

el sinee wet o been born. Focl she kacd, ewcept that ome brother Mendsll, who

was killed in an arcident, khad taken care of me brother 0.0, and mazeld, 5250




WOM: .« «uin & ldrge measire, until the family hift a debt? and Aurora had to
take over. But she, we needed money wvery badly there, beciuse there wasn’'t
andthing that father could do to bring in too much money, and he still had to
eat. 8o, but it wasn’t that he wasn’'t umﬁkiﬁﬁ4 I don't mean that: but there
wasn't such & thing as beind emPlovéd or anvthin® of this Kind. You had to
credte whatever you did. He needeéd 4 schodl on this side Of the piver. There
Was oné on thé other &ide of the rivér cver in GULlF City, which Was older than
 AfULHING on this Side, bEcAlse that hid beéen 4 Fishing villise For 4 HUNbDEr of
wedrs. And 80 Aurora, she wWas 18 &t thit time, £65 she Was Aboit 9 wra older
thin I wis, sShe took the exdmination for 4 PUBLIE $thodl tedcher. she Sot

a totil Sudi of 18 & mowth foik doing the tedching, She often Used to tell
about the fiact thit, eoing uP to tikeé hHer iﬂiﬁiﬁiﬁiﬁﬁi drid the boat that we
WePE USIWG £6 96 £6 TAMWPE At thAt timé, they hid envine trouble, And one of
the fishermen said thit KHe uould take her uP iv this, in what they called 4
waWl, 4 emdll fighing Bodt with 4 s4il, and they 9ot UP and rand irto some
bad weather dnd Had to 96 in to McKay biy, beciuse that wis the ﬁﬁlﬁ waya they
could Gét oUuf of the SAudll that was Eomin® on. HAnd they ran into a sand bar.
and the fishérvan had to cipry hér over into what was then the Port at Ybor
city, and still id now. HANHd Ehe had 6 Wilk UP there dnd get the street car
and 90 in to the examnination room. On her teaching Job, she started with
about, Oh, I'd 88y 8 Or 9 PUPils, &nd they Sréw to be dboit, I imagine they
had sbout 15 or 20 PUPils by the timé I started in in the 2nd orade and went
throlgh tWE Sth Sradé; 4th and Stk oradeé; Under hek there,

AD! I understand that she Mﬁﬁﬁ!ﬁd Ra¥ Edidrds firom TN, did dour father know
Mr. Edusrds senior?

WDM: well, we Knéw him when he came doun here.

AD: But he didn’t know him in TN?

WDM HS didn’t khow Kim inTN. Hé might have khoim him in TN, becCause they may
have been in contact uwith edeh otheér, 48 thed Probably were. But I never had




C,
A very WISk 6P Iinicn of Ray’'s father. He came down hereé to 1ivé for & number
of §rs, SPONGING on MY sistér And her husband When they were 1iving, he was
Just kind of & Pest in Wis old 496, I QU#ss 4 lot of us Set like that.
AD! Yol &dl AUPGRA Webe LOSEERERr (h WASHINGtON; PiSHE?
WDM: Yes, after the WW, and the colledé closed UP and therd wasn’'t anwthing
£6 o6 douN Weré, 46 thit it Was necesssry for s to Migrate or d6 Somethive,
avd 1 bad Worked in 4 SWIPSAPE UP 1fi PHI146€IPhiA 4t 7 at the end of the st
WW, Bt 1 we Just about 17, and I Wad worked doun here turning up 18, that's
when gou had £5 kegister for the draft at that time. Fnd 1 Winted to 9o
Badly, because 0.D. hHad 9one, he Was 18 &t tWE Ein€ of the First draft, and so
hé volunteer@d And Went in, And tWit’s the First time we had beer apirt since
iy Birth, 1 Guess. And 1 took the tHing KiArd) 960 Knoi, thit he uWas 9oing and
I couldn’t BeCAuse I Wis dlmost a8 1arde 4% Me Wik, and I thousht 16 1 could
get in. BUS Fathgr would 84y uken 1 was 16, 17 thére, if you have to @0, well
then, ¥ou’ll have £8 @6, BUE I don't Khiol KW EHIH9s are Soind O MANESE here
becaise 1 iids BFINGING IH abGUt A11 the Ccash money. Father GES {11 at that
time. I was 4t this A1P104d7 it the endineering department of the raidlroad,
andl PUNNING th@ 1ivie doun When the TamPa Southern camé down here, which Soes
£6 BArasGtd wouw. I Went to WASWinGton, But this Was later. PRUrors WaS there
before: yes, dnd She wis teaching PUblie §choS1 in cook Coufts, s, not cook
County, Washington, D.C. '
AD:  WHAE Kifid OF & theater SFouP did w6l HAVE tHERET
WDM:  Well, we had 90ite & 16t of RUSKivi PeoPl& UP there With us, Esther
Dickmah, SWE WASH’E mArPied at tHat time, her nime was Crawley, sHe was P
there and WOPKing in Washinoten, and Palline Liiler wis thers, dnd of colrse
RUFGRE Las kitid 6F the center, and her husbind, ke became 111 and Passed Wisy
WHile EWE Was tHEPE, 18Pt her With 4 96UNG bby to edicate. But she later
maprigd i WAShington, thEre. but she dlways uis verdy interested in drama, and
ghe taioht elocution and drami 4t college. Soné of the courseé uhich thes hid




&
for Prepapitord uork, of courgé theéy had no Kigh school there at that time,
you $€e. BHe Had to teach many of thsse Paprticulir thines. She started up
this erour, I can’t ewen think of the name of the orouf now. I will think of
it in Just a little bit. But community wWork ﬁad; was ong of the bid® thines in
Wash.
AD: Wwhat kind 6F Plave wolld woil Put on?
WDM: Well, e Put on ABOUE BWO Shd three dct Plivs mostls, but we had four and
five act Plavs, WBut e had gatheréd AUite 4 SPoUP around Us there, and we
uged the AUNItoRiuM 6F one of the WioH SEHOG18. &he Wi a verd Sood
ore@anizer, and she could hindle PeoPlé very ficely.
AD: Wis SWE 1ikeé vour mother in thit Eerde? Were they the same Lure of
charictenr? ‘
MDM? She would ordanize 4 1ittle differently than mother ﬂlﬂi but she had a
very gtpong and 1oving persondlity, she wie 4 very Pretty woman,
AD! Wag your mother & Prettd WoMAW?
WOM: Well, shé wisan’'t 4% Pretty 43 and one OF her diudhteérs. BUt o6Ff course I
knew hér as dn older Person. ShHe Wis 4 very nicé-looking woman, but the one
pictire that ue KHivé &F Wer, 4 portrdit of her, iE not very Go0d because it
ghé had 4 verd sad ExPpresEion on her face ihén iﬁ wag taken, I think she
wanted to look sériols. But Wé Wad the community {ded wis tore or less
endineered By MiPGArEt Wilsov who WiE Preésident Wilson’s daughter, ag sou
pirobably knoui. (B45) Sheé ftdrted P these comminity projects in the
different schonls, 86 that they weren’t Wigh schosl children thit Gere in it,
Becsuce they vere JUst used g8 AUJItoriumE, BUt that ran ran Fop sout 5, 6, or
7 uks,, And I pecall veéry Well the fact thait treéd hid tourniments, Play
tournaments, wWheré the different SkouPs, ﬁﬁﬁ there were some 14 or 15 of them
in Wash., 4t that timé, woLld éntér ints thHeseé tHines, and then thed could
chbtee 3 oné-ict Play, theh théd would run it 6FF 1ike they wollld run off

thines of that kind. You comPeted with, £4¥, five GroUPs., or four GrouPs over




here, somebody Elde closes, and then wou have your gemi-finils and then wouk
findle, And they dot awards For, there Were simPly Honordry awdrds,no money o
gndthing In eofmection with 1t. But theh Y6u have the thrée Plays 9iven that
particular MiOht, and that UBL1H ALERACE duite & crowd after they had. were
PUNENG BFF the Findls. I rémember ofie tifé We uere compPeting for, we had
efitered {RES tHid PaPtifiilar Contest, and I did’nt hive 4 Part in this
pirticulap PlaY; End I Wad'nt besn out For rehedrsdls ok afWthing about it.
frnd ofie of the mén wWho had, were tikin® the, one of the most dctive Parts
became (11, and Yol Hid to 91ve this before Your GWH AUdIENCE to stapt off
Wik, Yol Wad £6 9ive sour FIPSE PlAY, voi couldn' t Jist enteér ifito the
comPetition, Sou Mad to Sive it before Your DU audience And then you moved
oh UP. AUPSRA EA1184 WE it the BFFICE OWE MOPHING; and she said that this,
£Hit UE Rad t6 Sive 4 Play thAt nidht, and she asked if 1'd come 1in and take
the PAPt. WELl, 1 848 I hadn’t been to rehearssl, hadh’'t hid anything to do
with memoriZing ok ANYthing of this kind. Well, &he sdid, if you can 9et off
LoHAS, come BN Gueh Kiere and we can Wiork on it for tHe rest of the day, and
she £aid 1 Wi £6 96 ofi With it tonisnt. WEll, I had to come in and learn the
part And 96 thPoUSH it Without eéver having 4 rehearssl, 1 remétiber that was
verd Wikd, Tt (sE one oF tWE WEhdErPUl thin®e thit I Wi very interested in,
ind 1 had hoped that 1 might EoMie and do Something for the Movies, 1 was
rather YoURS &F thAE time, You know, and there iide 4 lot of interest in things
6F thif kind rGind WagH. We WoH the top audrd of that oroilp three vears
PUNRING, 4nd EWEN e droPPed oUt OF 1f, BECAUSE they ueren’t beind able to
keeb the competition 96ing. e had some 7 ctors that wére 1iving

i WESKINGLSh that came (i and 1t UE GUite & Professional EWing before e 9ot
diie with i€. |

AD: Do Yol FEMErBEr a maH, Mr. Cughman and Me. Dallas?

WOM: Cushingh would Have Been & woman, that woild Havé been Dr. Cuskiman. And

dhe wig a mother of my oldest brothér’s first ind sécond vife. And she came




3 @

doun here from out in California, but kis zecond wife had been 3 a9rados of

(g
B

the University of California in LA, MAnd she wis a werd Bood teacher also.
She tanght lanouadges, Latin and SPanizh and 2 coukle more lansuages. Taught

zeme of the mathematical claszszes and Dr. Cughman was 4 homeoPath, that was,

i

welt wsed witer, You deank water 1f "ol were zick, and that prézumably flughed
auk douk, 8 18t of the things that were there, T don’t kEoow too much abouh

homeoPathd, but they odid uze different kinds of .. .

END OF TRPE (7127

EME: OF SIDE THWO. END OF IHTEREVIEM
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