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PETER BENNETT, Ph.D. 904 /392-1721
Director

March 25, 1987

Dr. A. McA. Miller
120 Dickman Drive, SW
Ruskin, FL 33570

Dear Dr. Miller,

Your letter of 13 March to Mary Ann Gentile finally passed through several
hands and landed on my desk. I hope the enclosed paper will answer some of
your questions about de Soto's camp site on Tampa Bay. I gave a talk on this
in Bradenton last spring and wasn't too popular, although I did allow that de
Soto probably first stepped ashore in the greater Bradenton area.

I will be giving another talk on de Soto at the Tampa Historical Society on
May 20 (I don't know where, yet). Perhaps you will be able to attend.

Sincerely,

= ‘7’/[@? (M/{/

Jepald T. Milanich
rator in Archaeology

The Florida State Museum ® Museum Road e University of Florida ® Gainesville, FL 32611
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Jerald 7. Hilanich
July, 1584
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expedition landed in Bahia Hondz, which Rodrigo Ranjel 11922:54: says
§ leagues west isic) of Bahiz de Juan Fonce, thus differentiating the luo

= that when the ships 7irct rezched ihe asouth

¥ in recogniziag 1t

iogking specifically for Bakiz Hondz and had 1t located and scouted By

uan de Anasco, cne of his military aides prior to s2iling frogm Cubz
{Elvas 1922:20), The de Soto expedition had the benefit of Cabeza de

'Vaeafs.kﬁqﬁldge_of tﬁé nbute of the iil-(gtéd 1558 F§ﬁ{ila de Narvaez

‘ xpédition-kﬁjch;hédI?andéd iﬁ-?ldfidé intISZQ {Elvas 2?22;5-7?. |
fidditional evidence that de Soto had knowledge of the Florida Bulf ceast

prior.io hislvoyagg is the éxigtence.ni Yoluse 1V of Alonso de Chaves!

'Espejo_de_Navigantes, which was cospiled no later than 1527 (Castenada et -

al. 1977}, The Espejo gives descriptions and lacations of both Rahia

Honda and th

HHEH

Bahiz de Juan Ponce. In it Bahiz Honda is placed on the

=
o
(2%

west coast of Florida a@ 29 degrees of latitude {actually the south is at

27 172 degreeé)é It is described as a large:bay, 19 leégues-lbnq_and 5 -

Report cubamitted to the Division of Recreation and Farks, Florida
Nanart=mant of MNatuers! Recources. fir file Flarids Stats Buceus.
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ipagues wide at the mouth., Portions of the interier of the bay are said
tg be very navigable {in terms of depih) and safe for all ships. From
the mouth of the bay, running along the coast to the south, are two large
islands, the islands of San Clemenie, which are 4 leagues long. These
are probably Anna Maria and Longboat keys. At the northern entrance of
the bay are three small islands called San Gines {Castaneda et al.
1977:121-122}, This description accurately fils Tampa Bay. The small
keys al ihe north side of the mouth of the bay {(above the main passage
just south of modern Egeont Key?) could today be Mullet, S5t. Christopher,
Hospital, Bonne Fortune, and St. Jean keys. Indeed, 5i. Jean could be a
podern corruption of San Bines.

The Espejo describes Bahia de Juan Ponce as lying southeast of Bahia
Honda at 27 1/4 degrees of latitude. Like Bahia Honda, the Bahia de Juan
Fonce is described reasopably accurately and is said to be large and
clear with safe harborage inside in the morthern portion.

Both Roli Schell {1964} and Warren Wilkinson (1934} have argued that
de Soto anchored in San Carles Bay, moving the ships of the expedition up
inte the mouth of the Caloosahaichee River where the horses were
of {-loaded and the camp established. Both authors trace the expedition's
fand route eastward along the Caloosahatches to (Schell) or alsost to
{#ilkinson) Lake Dkeechobee and then norihward through the central
kighlands of the state. Their respective interpretations of a southerly
landing and the subseguent route are incorrect. San Carles Bay and the
Czlopsahaichee River south were not navigable for ships of any size prior

tg the end af the nineteenth ceniury when the U.S. fray Corps of Engineers



undertock dredging and clearing operations. The initial Corps of
Engineers survey of ihe Caloosahalchee River was undertaken in March and
dpril, 1879 iMeigs 1880a). The engineer responsible for the survey noted
that "no vessel exceeding 3 1/4 feet in draught can pass from the mouth
of the river to Fort Hyers at mean low-water. The range of the tides,
however, helween mean low-waler and mean high-water being here 2.2 feei,
vessels drawing frog & Lo 7 feet are enabled by taking advantage of tides
to reach Fort Myers® {Heigs 1880a:8a8%). The engineer's report makes
reference to pyster bars in the river's mouth.

fi later, more exitensive Corps report which is accospanied by a map of
the ;iver with soundings, also mentions the oyster bars: “For 17 miles
frog its mouth the river is broad and has a channel depth of from & to 20
fest, with the characteristics of an estuary., This portion of the river
is pbstructed by oyster-bars® {(Black 1BBY:1337). Thal same report
details the dredging that was done from 1BB2-188% to open a chanmel 7
feet deep and 100 feel wide through the oyster bars. It is clear from
these and cther Corps reports that prior to the dredging and clearing
operations beginning in the 1880s and continuing over subseguent years,
the mouth of the Calposahatchee River and the adjacent portion of San
Carlos Bay were not navigable (San Carlos Bay is shown in the map
accogpanying the Black, 1889, report as having depths of 3.6-5.1 fest
near the mouth of the Caloosahatchee River).

The San Carlos Bay/Calopsahalchee River landing and interior route
also can be discounted because of their incorrect placements aof
aboriginal provinces and groups whose true locations are known {rom other

sgurces. Both Schell and Wilkinson, because of the length of their



Florida routes, are forced to space locations of aboriginal peoples
farther apart on the rovte tham was truly the case. fn excellent example
ic the Potano Indians whose aboriginal location is well docusmented by
both French and non-de Sote-relaied Spanish documenis as roughly modern
flachuz County fe.g., Mingler et Confrontes 1927:143, 179-Bl; Lope:
1933:28-32; Ore 1936:112-114; Henhold 1934; Seaberg 1935; Hilanich
1978:75-81; Boyd, Smith, and Briffin 1932:7, 57-58; Swanton 1946:173-174;
Chatelain 1941; Boniface 1971}, The seventeenth century Spanish mission
of San Francisco de Potano has also been located (northwest aof
Gainesville! and 2 portion of the associated village excavated (Symes and
‘Stephens 1943}, In order to fit their respective interpretations of the
route Lo the Florida peninsula, Schell must place the town of Potano
visited by de Solo at aboul northern Orange Countv {1954:end mapl, and
Wilkinson must place it east of Lake Harris near Eustis, Fleorida

{1934:64).

5

dust as the early Corps of Engineerhsurveys discount the San Carlos
Bay/Caloosahaichee River locale as the landing site, so do they confire
that Tampa Bay was navigable: “Schoorers and sleamers are esploved in
the navigation of Tampa Bay, the former drawing from 3 to 7 feet, and the
later from 7 to 12 feet of water. These vessels find no difficulty at
the lowest stage of the tide in the navigation betwesn the entrance to
Tampa Bay at Egaent Ksy and buoy Ne. 9, which is located about 7,300
yards nearly due south of the pier at Tampa® {Meigs 1880b:871).

fi detailed map of Tampa Bay made by the Corps of Engineers to
accompany a report of Jupe 30, 1897 (Benyaurd 1897}, clearly shows this

channe! {(Southwest Channel), which passes south of Egmont Key and
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northeast; its minisue depth is 25.3 feet. This natural channel passes
by the sguth of the Little Manatee River about 1.5 siles offshore. fros

the edge of the channel to the northern share of the mouth of the Little

~

thap the shaliower, non-channel poriions of the bay elsewhere along the

to the natural chamnel:

ver, 15 much agre praided

¥ey site, BHiZ, 2 33-7oot high prehistoric shell aidden ifoors

-t

he small peni ﬂ=u1a of land today known as Finey Point i1s not

- apparent on the mag 2s the finger of land extending out into the bay, as

it is today. ¥aler depth approximately 0.5 siles ofishore froa the

~present location of Finey Foint is still § feet, bul it shallows rapidly

as one moves toward shore. Gther than at the nouths of the Hanatée and

Li{tle Manatee Rivers, this is one of the few lucale: on the west side of

#as recogrized subseguent to 1BY7 when ;he gap was made and the finger of
laﬁd_uas d}édgédrup tg‘;ake'an:eartheﬁ}piér.- Qe Soto pfubably:nflloéded
his hurses'neaé Piney PdintAand then swam them across the Little Hangtge'
River to his new caﬁp.at the narth side of the river's amouth, as

discusced helow.



Tao ociher nineteenth ceniury sources, both guides for pilots, alse

suppart Tampa Bay as the landing site, indicating that Charloite Harbor
was net suitable for larger ships., It should be resembered that both of

these accounts predate the dreding of the harbors dons by the Corps of

Engineers. In The fAmerican Coast Pilpt {(Blunt 1822} Taspa Bay is

described as follows:
The entrance of Tampa Bay is chstructed by various cand shoals, upan
which are raised some islands. Between these shoals there are thres
channels to enler, called the West, South Hest, and South East; the

tuo first have plenty of waler on their bars; on the first {ai low

ey

water) there are 23 feet, and in the second 1B feet. The channels
are frank, and to take thes there is not necessity of advice, as, at

hemselves, and at low water are
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Charlotte Harbor is described as being less navigable, at least for ships

drawing more than 8 feel of water:
Carlos bay is a large entrance made in the coast in wshich are esptie
varigus rivers, whose mouths are covered by many keys and shoals,
which leave belween them channels more or less wide: the
norihernmost is called Friar Baspar, and has & feet water; ithe next,
called Boca Brande, is the deepest, having 14 feet water. This bay
iz only good for vessels of B feel draught, by the little shelter
ghich it aifords in gales in winter; and although the holding ground
is good, you are obliged to look for the bends of the bay to shelter
you from the wind which blows. The tide rises 2 feet, and when the

wind is off shore it runs with great velpcity {(Blunt 1B22:280).



again described as very navigable while Charlotie Harbar is not:
The outer part of the estuary (Tampa Bay) is greatly obstructed by a2
giddie-ground of hard sand, with depths from 8 to 12 fest, which
stretches two-thirds of the way across from the western share.
Yessels of 1B feet draught, however, can pass round the east and
north sides, and thence down a lane of deep water on the west side of
it, io secure anchorage in 4 or 5 fathoss within enly 2 short
distance of Piney point {Barnetl 1B41:444),
fnd, "Charlotte harbor, on San Carlos bay, {is) an extensive bight, with
only 8 to 12 feel water® (Barnett 1BA1:468:. Al1 of this evidence
certainly supports Tampaz Bay as Bahia Honda, de Soto's landing place.
There are alsc archaeclogical and ethnohistorical data which support
Tampa Bay as the landing site and 2 location at the south of the Little
Hanatee River as the site of de Soto's camp. Archaeological
investigalions in the Tampa Bay region began more than a century ago and
have continued unabated since {e.g., Stearns 1870, 1872; Walker 1880
Hoore 1900, 1903; Fewkes 1924; Sterling 1930, 1931; Willey 1949; Briffin
and Bullen 1950; Bullen 1931, 1932h; Luer and Alay 1981}, As z result,
more than 200 archaeplogical sites have been located and the prehistory
of the bay is guite well understood. At the time of both the Narvaez and

de Soto expeditions the Safely Harbor archaenlogical culture occupied the

e —

bay region {Willey 194%:475-488; Bullen 19533b, 1935, 1978; Wilanich and
Fairbanks 1980:204-210; Luer and Alay 1981). GSalety Harbor temple

mounds, burial mounds, and sidden sites are well documented for Hanatee,

Ny



Hillsborough, and Pinellas counties surrounding the bay; Safety Harbor
sites alse extend inland, north at least to the mouth of the
Withlacooches River, souih to Charlotie Harbor, and inland to eastern =
“Polk County. From the de Soto narratives, we learn thal the names of the
aboriginal groups living around the eastern and northeasiern portions of
‘Tagpa Bay included the Ucita, Mocose, and Capaloey (Pohoy! Indians,

Mames of the latter iwc groups alse appear in later Fremch or Spanish
documents {(Swanton 19445151, 173; Ore 1938:4) and are associated with
Tampa Bay., One such docusent describes 2 18612 Spanish expedition to
Tampa Bay by the governor of Florida, Juan Fernandez de Dlivera. Tueenty
§t. fugustine soldiers were dispatched to subdue Indians in South Florida
who had attacked northern {missionized?) Florida Indians. Along with 2
pilat, the group traveled by boat down the Suwannee River to the Bull of
Hexico and then weni by sea to a large bay located at 27 1/3 degrees aof
lztitude north. The Bay of Pooy, which is certainly Tampa Bay, is
described as deep enpugh for a fleet of ships to emtsr, Living in the \////
bay are the Pooy (Pohoy! and the Tocopaca {Tocobaga) aborigines {Buinm
1976:137), The Pooy told the Spanish that de Soto had landed there.

Pooy or Pohoy is & forg of Capaloey, whose name appears in the de Soto
narratives and who are said by Ranjel to be enemies of the lcita.

tuis Beronimo de Ore 11934:8), writing in the early seventeenth

century, alse records that the de Soto expedition landed at a place the
Indians called Pohoi. Ii is not ceriain, howsver, if his infpraation is
based on the same 1612 expedition or is he had additional evidence.

The Tocobaga Indians, encountered by Pedro Menende:z de Aviles two

decades after the de Boto expedition {Iubillaga 1946:272-277, 291-297,
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303-304; Solis de Meras 1964:223-230, 242), were located on the narth
side of the bay, probably the west side of Oid Tampz Bay. By that tige,
the Tocobaga were evidently the most politically isporiant tribe around
the bay, Today, researchers often use the generic term Tocobaga to refer
to the varigus Tampa Bay aberiginal groups {Bullen 197B:50; Milanich and
Fairbanks 1%80:230),

Let us now turn to the evidence for de Soto's camp at the south of
the Little Hanaiee River. Eight archaeolegical sites are recorded for
that locality, froa the river mouth extending inland to the town of
Ruskin (BHil, 23, 27, 29, 30, 93, 74, 536; a distance of about three
miles). Mo systematic survey of this exact locality has been carried out
and it is likely that these sites represent only the remnants of shell
middens and mounds which once blanketed both banks of the river. GSimilar
clusters of sites were present at the mouths of the Manatee and flafia
rivers and at Cockroach Key and Bishep's Harbor, all along the eastern
edge of Tampa Bay.

If de Soto's expedition camped at or near the north bank of the
Little Hanziee River near its mouth, we would expecit to find the
archasclogical rempains of the aberiginal village of Ucita and Spanish
artifacts of the de Soio period. The Gentleman of Elvas describes the
village as follows (1922:23): "The itown was of seven or eight houses,
built of timber, and covered with palm-leaves. The Chief's house siood
near the beach, upon a very high mount made by hand for defense; at the
other end of the town was a teaple, on the top of which perched 2 wooden
foul with gilded eyes.... The Governor (de Sotol lodged in the house af

the Chief....The rest of the dwellings, with the teaple, were thrown
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down, and every mess of three to four soldiers made 2 cabinm, wherein they
fodged.”

These two conditions for identifying Urita's village f{as well as the
geographical criteria found in the narratives) are fulfilled by the
comples of archasological sites on the north side of the mouth of the |
Litile Manatee River, consisting of 2 probably temple mound, BHiS34; @
large shell midden, 8Hi%4) and the various mounds and middens of the
Thomas mound cosplex (BHil and BHiZ3), all of which are found along the
north bank of the Little Hanatee River from its mouth inland sbout 1.3

miles, Excavaiions were carried ocut al the Themas site proper by C.B.

Noore (1900:358-359) and under the auspices of the Horks Progress ;
fdministration progras and the Florida State Board of Conservation
{fnonymous 1939; Simpson 1937; Willey 1949:31, 103-105, 113-135; Bullen
19320:1-2, 7-20). The other sites remain unexcavated, Spanish artifacts
have been excavaied from the Thomas site burial mound and other European
materials, not identified to origin, have been excavated directly across
the Little Hanatee River at the Sellner shell middens (BHi30; Bullen
19526:71-751,

From the Thomas Mound, Moore (1%00:359) reports ®a number of blue
glass beads and two bits of lookingglass.® The later WPA and Florida
Board of Conservation excavations produced “about 200 more glass beads, a
triangular piece of sheet copper, measuring three inches on each side, a
tubuiar silver bead, a bBrass pendant or tablet, and a larger silver
pendant® (Bullen 1932b:17). Additional European artifacts were excavated
from the Sellner shell gounds which extend "about a half mile aleng the

sguth bank of the mouth of the Little Manalee River, opposite the Thomas i



mound” {Bullen 1%328:71}.  European specimens, reported by Bullen
{19520:72-73) included 2 “copper penny, a copper punch, modern ircn and

grass; lead weighis, a long glass bead, and bones of a pig and of a horse

or of a cow.” Although Bullen considers the materials to be of recent

grigin, the long glass bead say be a Hueva Cadiz Plain bead, a type known

to date from the de Soto era {Smith and Good 1982:27-28). é

Other Spanish artifacts were eicavated in the 1930s from the Parrish
gounds in Hanatee County, inland 10-15 miles along the Little Hanatee
River, and still more possible de Soto saterials have come from other
sites around Tampa Bay. Unfortunately there has been widespread
destruction and disturbance of all of these sites and many have been
destroyed. AL the present iime we need to carry out archaeclogical
reconnaissance and excavations to assess the integrity of these and other
gites, FPreliminary work suggests the Thomas mound complex is destroyed,
but a portion of the Sellner midden still exists.

In summary, the archasological evidence {ros the mouth of the Little
Hanates Hiver supporis the contention that the Indian village where de
Spto placed his camp was on the north bank of the river near ils aouth.
Although John R. Swanton (1939, 1933) has arqued for the Terra Ceia site
as the lgcation of Ugita, the location does not fit the narratives’
descriptions nor have excavations al the site produced any sixieenth

century Spanish artifacts {Bullen 1931, 1932al.

The River of Mocosc

8t the end of the first day's march after breaking camp at Ucita, de

oto's eepedition camped beside the River of Mocoso, the Alafia River, aLZAéﬁio~ 6@9\

Lr



flost likely, Chief Mocoso's lown was somewhere along this river or one of
its tribularies. Apparently de Soto did nol pass through the tomn of
fiocaso proper; the eypedition probably bridged the river at Bell Shoals,
about 7.5 miles up river igeasuring in a straight linel fros the bay.

There are two archaeclogical sites which may be the resains of
Hocosa's town. One is on the north side of the Alafia River about 0.3
miles from the mouth. C.B. Hoore {1900:3546-338) described the Hill Point
village/gound cosplex (BHi1A-20) and carried oul limited excavations in
several of the mounds. Shell middens are present along the bank of the
river at the south side of the side. According to Hoore's map, the
ziddens are about 1000 feel long and he gives the maximum height as 8
feet. &t the easiern end of the site is a large teaple mound with 2
borrow pit to the north., The reclangular mound seasures 148 by &2 fest
and is 11 feet high with a ramp extending oul toward the village plaza.
On the cppesite side of the plaza is a burial sound. Teo other low sand
mounds, perhaps the bases of other structures, lie io the nrorth.

Yell inland adjacent te a tributary of the 8lafia River iz another
candidate for the village of Mocoso, the Picaic sound (BHi3). The sile,
tocated aboul 14 air miles fros the bay, is adjecent to Hurrah Creek and
near the South Prong of the Alafia River, about 7 miles below where the
river spiits into a north and south prong. At the time of excavalion by

the WPA/Florida Board of Conservalion archaeclogists {Bullen 1932h:61-71)

the upper portion of the burizl mound had been badly disturbed by looters.

p
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According to Bullen (1932b:63) the disturbed portien of the aound,
most of the secondary cap, “Originally ...coniaiped burials and many
post-Columbian objects. Screening of this disturbed dirt produced
fragmentary skeletal material, objecis of Evropean origin, including many
glass beads of various types, and nearly 100 narrow triangular arrow
points.”  And, A large nusber of glass beads and post-Lolusbian metal
objects were found, particelarly in the upper or secondary mound, both
during the B.P.A. sxcavation and previously.... An iron celtifors axe
cage from disturbed dirt.... Silver sbjects included a seall claw- or
fang-like object, 2 perforated disc, a decorated pendant, an undescribed
pendant, ..." {Bullen 1932b:6%). We do not know about the village site
associaled with this burial mound. The large guantity of Spanish
artifacts associated with the sound makes it a leading candidate for
flocoso’s Lown., fAccording to Barcilase (1951:227-228), the supplies lelt
at the samp at Espiritu Santo with de Seto's force which had resained
there were given io Mocoso shen the casp was burned and the men traveled
northward to rendezvous with the main body of the expedition preparing to
winter at Apalaches.

Adjacent to the Bell Sheals crossing point on the south side of the
flafiz River is a Safety Harbor site (BHI7%). £ surface cellection froa
this site contains aboriginal Safety Harbor poltery, three Spanish alive
jar sherds, and one fragaent of Spanish blue-on-blue potiery. The sile
may be the location of de Soto's field camp.

t
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Lake of the Rabhit and Lake of St, Jaohn

fiter crossing the Alafia River, the expedition passes through for
by} the Lake of the Rabbit, the Lake of 5i. John, the dry plain where
Prado died of thirst, and then the plain of Buacoco where they first
spotied gaize growing. The sand hills where a person might die from a
combination of heat and thirst are located in a thin, pie-shaped triangle
that runs north-south with Zephyrhills and Lumberton at the base and Dade
City at the apex. Between Tampa Bay and Dunelion are found mixed
hardwoods and loamy scils, a sure sign in Florida for aboriginal
agriculturalists; these conditions lie in 2 north-south band beginning
abput Dade City and going up through Brooksville to north of the
Pasco-Citrus County line. The village of Luca probably lies in that band
and the village of Urriparacoxi must have been to the southeast; probably
Vicela and Tocaste are also nearby. In other words, after crossing the
flafia River, the River of Mocoss, the expedition might have gone in a
northerly dirsction (prebably moving along the trail that later was the
military road from Fort Brook to Fort Foster to Fort Cooperl; they may
have traveled fewsr miles per day during this, the early stages of the
expedition. In general they averaged 12-14 miles per day.

On the other hand, after crossing the River of Mocoso they amight have
moved northeaslerly toward the upper headwaiers of the Withlacoochee ({and
its swamp}, where Hurriparacoxi was hiding, before moving northeasterly
past Zephyrhills into the dry plain. As 2 consequence the location of
the Lake of the Rabbit and the Lake of 5t. dohn given here may actually
be too far west, although the highwaye selected to mark the Trail {in the

iast section!) swould remain the same,

Q_,L/
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Accepting the intepretation of the noriherly route as most likely,
after the crossing of the Alafia River, the Lake of the Rabbit would be
about Lake Thonotesassa; they could have picked up what becase the
gilitary trail here. Southeast of the lake about one mile is the Jones
Hound which cantained burials and scraps of European metal and at least
one glass bead {Bullen 1932h:37). The next day's camp would have been in
the vicirity of Zephyrhills, and the Lake of 5i. John is probably west of
fephyrhilis.  There are several possibilities; the one I like is 3 miles
west and is called Sixmile pond; it is certzinly on an old trail. After
leaving here they entered the sand hills, moving northward. That day
they might have stopped when they hit the wel area round Dade City
{Indian Lake is just west of townl. This is aboul where the
vegetation/soil change takes place and where we would expect thee to
encounter the first maize fields. One Indian mound in the regioe, BHeld
{ghich I think is on St. Clair Lake southeast of Brooksville) contained
glass beads.

The next day they contipued through genily rolling country, the plain
of Buacoco, where they firsi cighted maize. AL this point they are in
the vicinity of Dade City. The exact route they took after leaving the
Dade City locale is uncertain. Ope, the "sastern® route, is close io the
$ithlacooches River through Luca fand near Urriparacoxi’s town, shich is
probably near ithe rivers swamping headwaters) near modern Lacoochee, The
feast likely "western® route places thes closer to the Brosksville. The
Yeeki Wachee burial mound near the coast west of Brooksville contained a
very large amount of de Soto era Spanish artifacts, including Nueva Cadiz
peads (Hitchem et al. 1983}, With either option, the general route

remains the sage.
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Luca, with either route, would be in eastern Hernando County, and
Vicela was in either exirese noriheast Hernando Counly or extrese
sgutheast Citrus Couniy. Toraste, a village said to be on a lake, is
probaby the Duval Island sits, 8017, on Lake Tszla-Apopka near Floral
City; it is a Safely Harbor pericd site and a Spanish ag was found
there. & number of Safety Harbor period village sites and burial sounds
are found around Lake Tsala-Apopka and within the Withlacoochee Cove
wetlands adjacent o the Withlacoochee River. One of the sites, the Ruth
Smith mound, contained quantities of Spanish melal and glass beads,
including Nueva Cadiz beads {soge of this malerial has been described,
Hitches and Weisean 1984; Mitches et al, 1985}, The location of the Ruth
Smith mound is within seven miles of the Stokes Ferry crossing on the
Withlacoochee Hiver, one possible route the de Soto expediltion used to

bridge the river and swamp of Cale.

Archasplogical Council and the Florids State Huseus has produced
additional evidence for a mid-sixieenih century Spanish presence in
Citrus County. Those ongoing excavations, which will continue in the
Fall, 1984 {funded by 2 private, anonymous donor}, have revealed Spanish
glass and melal beads and other Spanish objects along with bones of
aborigines which were cut with metal knives or swords. [One piece of
metal has been teptatively identified as fraé the lower ara portion of
brigandine argorj canvas-like cloth ispressions are apparent on one side
and it exhibits a rivet and a rivel hole. Mass burials in the sound
suggest disease spidemics, shich would be expected if the populatien had

come in contact with the de Soto expedition,
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It was on the west side of the Hithlacoochee Cove region that the
expedition encounlered noticeably broader paths, Host likely this well
traveled path later became the north-south route used by the U.S.
pilitary during the Second Seminole War and later by early settlers.

Today nighway U.5, 41 follows this same path.

Bcross_the River and Swamp of Cale to the Town of Lale

The narratives of Ranjel and the genlleman of Elvas give us several
clues to the lscation of the crossing of the "river or swasp of Cale®
{Ranjel 1922:47), which is certainly the Withlacoochee River. An advance
force, 36 mounted men and 50 on foot passed by a lake before arriving at
the river, described as having 2 "powerful® and “strong and broad"
current, The crossing itself involved both building a bridge and wading
for 2 disiance of three crosshbow shots and it was made with a great deal
of difficulty. MNarratives describe the country imsediately before the
river as "low, very wel, pondy, and thickly covered with irees" and with
palmetto (Elvas 1922:36-37; Ranjel 1922:47-68). Probably the crossing
was al the northern end of Lake Tsala-Apopka; possibly it was across the
Cove of the Withlacoochee itself, I is npot impossible to cross the Cove
and Lake Tsals fpopka west-to-east on foot. Today 5.R. 44 {ollows an old
trail due east from Inverness. The 1893 USBS quadrangle map shows
another crossing several miles north. However, even in normal summer
high water, either of these routes would have been very difficuli and
there seems Lo be no reason for de Soto to have taken the hard way. The

easiest route was to continue moving northward {along the U.5. 41 routel
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through Citrus County, skiriing the western edge of the Cove and Lake
Tsala fipopka. This point npears o be cleared up with additional
research,  Likewise, we need to carey out eycavations at the Duval Island

{Tocaste?) sits,

ipcale, One is the present 1.5, &1 crossing at Dunnellon; the second is
the §.R. 200 crossing at Stgkes Ferry {also known as Casp lzard Ferryl,
the traditional crossing at the time of the Second Seminole Har, I
prefer the second as the de Solo crossing for two reasons: {1} the land
before the crossing is indeed wet and pondy; the U.5. 41 crossing is
approached by relatively higher and drier land; (2) the narratives tell
us that once across the river and within the province of Lale, the
expedition found “a great deal of saize" {Elvas 1922:37; Ranjel 1922:48,
says Lale was "a good region for corn®), The 5.R. 200 crossing leads
directly intc such a region; vegetation and soil maps show an area of
hardwood forests and loamy soils extremely suiiable for agriculture in
southwestern Harion County and extending northward thorugh the western
halves of Marion and Alachuz counties to the Santa Fe River. This region
wag the heartland of the Cale and Potano Indians, both farming peoples.
Iz Sote's expedition, still traveling almosi due north since crossing the
flafiz River, was to continue north through this rich agricultural
region. Highway 41 skirts.ihe western side of this region, especially in
gesternmost Harion and eastern Levy counties, and it is not the best
choice for the sxact route, although it is the only possiblity for the
general route, The exact route gay be along an old road that is shown

Vi

parallel to it op the 1895 USES gquadrangle saps.
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This latier north-south trail passes through the agricultural zone.
It extends north from the Camp Izard crossing on the Withlacoochee River
and parallels U.5. 41 [which is to the west) at an average distance of
about 3 miles. In Marion Counly {from south to north) it passes through
Heidiville, Cotton Flant, and Elmwood before passing across the northeast
corper of Levy County (between Priest Prairie and Johnson Lake! and
entering Alachua County on ilhe west side of Levy Lake, B5.R. 121
apparently follsws this trail through the its route across the corner of
Levy Counly to the western side of Paynes Prairie (fros just south of
Priest Prairie}, WMithin Harion County, portions still exist, e.g. the
five miles of dirt road runing north-south through Cotion Plant.

Once across the River of Cale the expedition passed through the
abopriginal village of Ugueien which was subject to Cale. De Solo came
apon an abundance of corn and sent some back by sules to those men whe
were behind him on his route. He arrived at Cale, which was abandoned,
and sel up camp. Elvas reports that de Sote had all of the nearby maize
gathered and epough for three sonths was secured.

Cale is not said to be particularly large (Biedea 1922:5, says it is
a spall town) and there is no indication that it is the major town of the
province of Cale. De Socto remained in the town for nearly two weeks to
allow his men to rest {afier the force was united) and to gather food.
Lale must be within a half days sarch of the ¥ithlaccochee River.
Possibly it is in the vicinity of Ross Pond or Ross Prairie just to the
east of the trail. During a 1943 survey of the proposed route of the

Cross Florida Barge Canal, Ripley F. Bullen recorded the resnanis of



three archasclogical sites in that region, all near 5.R. 200 where it was
he harge canal. The first, 8-We-100, is described as a
sgall village, ca. 100 by 700 feet, which had been desiroyed hy the
sxcavation for the Bulf Atlaptic Ship Lanal many vears previously {Bullen
1964:6-7; FSH archaeological site files). A second small village,
8-Mr-101 had previously been destroved alsoc. A third sile was alse
recorded, but the survey ieam found only cheri chips. The silte had been
destroved by the construction of 5.R. 204, ALl of these lacatians, plus
gthers, need io be resurveyed by archasplogists. Locating fale is a

gajor goal of the archaeclogical research to be carried out in 1986-87.

provisions., The nase Acuera appears in iater French and Spanish records
and probably was the Timucuan group located between the Oklawaha and 5L,
dohns Rivers, a region whose ceramic asseablage is thal of the 5i. Johas
culture, guite differsnt from the Ocale/ Potano asseablage (see Boggin
1953; DBeagan 1978:11-112; and Pareja 1687:36-37, who refers to 2 Timucuan
dialect of the Sanis Lucia de Acueral.

Ynile at Cale the expedition heard such sere sboul the province of

Apziaches which was of "greal fase,® was "populous®, and was “abounding
in gaize® iBiedma 1932:5; Elvas 1922:39, and Ranjel 1922:469),
fccordingly, de Scte left Cale on August 11, 1539, with a force of 30
calvary and &0 infaniry (Elvas 1922:39; Ranjel says 100 on foot) hoping
to reach fpalachee. Luis de Moscoso remained at Cale with ihe resainder

of the men until they received word on “how the advance section got on®

{Ranjel 1922:4691.



Marking ihe General Roule frog the Landing to Czle

The Be Soto Trail is presently marked from Inverpess, Florida,
northward to the Florida-Beorgia border. Southward from Inverness io the
ianding site, the general irail resains to be marked; the reticence of
the De Sotc Commitiee to recosmend the southern portion largely arose
from its failure io agree on the landing site. Has ii Tampa Bay or
another location farther south {some members held out for the San Carlas
Bay/mouth of the Calposahatchee River locality as the landing sitel? 1
think that the svidence that has now been assembled leaves no doubl that
the landing was on Tampa Bay.

The exact location of the camp established by de Sote after landing
may never be determined because of the widespread destruction of
archaenlogical sites on the eastern side of Tampa Bay. The Thosas sound
site compley, selecied as the camp site in this report, has been
destroyed. However, we still need to check other sites in the general
region {including 2 sajor one on the north side of the mouth of the
Hanatee River) and we need to talk with local people whe might have
collected artifacts from the Thosas site at the itime of its destruction.

Based on the best evidence available at this time, 1f 1 were marking
the general route of the de Sole Trail from the landing site to Inverness
I would place it on the following exisiing highways (see atiached map
which includes names of aboriginal villages and other locationsi:

For palitical and other reasons the rouie could begin al the existing

de Soto Naticnal Monueeni just west of Bradenton. Indeed, de Soto's

fleet sailed right by here and it was not far away that de Soto

himself {irst siepped ashore while looking for the passage into Bahia



Honda {Tampa Bavi. From the monuaent take 5.H. &4 past into
Bradenton to the U.G. 41 intersection; turn north on 81 and cross the
Hanatee River; across the river at Palmetto U.5. 301 begins,
intersecting with 41, Turn on U.5. 30! north and continue across ihe
Little Manatee River and the Alafia River; continue on 301 past
Tampa, across the Hillsborough River, through Zephyrhills to Dade
City, From Dade Cily there are several options. 0One, is to follow
U.5. 78 frome Dade City tc Brooksville, then turn on U.5. 41 and
follow it into Inverness. A second option is to take U.5. 98 north
and then west out of Dade City. Then turn on 5.R. 39 noeth through
the Chinesgul Hational Wildlife Refuge to 5.R. 48 which leads west to
4.5, 41 at Floral City; 4.5, 41 then leads o the existing Trail at
Inverness {this is the best oplicr and the one drawn on the enclosed
mapl. Any of these routes {and several others) would serve o mark

the general trail,

In the De Seto Trail brochures, etc., vou might wish to point out
cther nearby state and federal attractions, like the Withlacocchee State
Forest, Dade Batilefield, and some of the state parks le.g., Hadira
Bickel and Gambel Mansion!. From some of the correspondance [ have
received, it appears that pecple are interested in traveling the Trail at

a leisurely pace, taking in olher sighis along the way.
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RESEARCH e EXHIBITS e EDUCATION UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

PETER BENNETT, Ph.D. 904 /392-1721
Director

May 5, 1987

Dr. Arthur M. Miller
120 Dickman Drive SW
Ruskin, FL 33570

Dear Dr. Miller,

Thank you for your nice note. Here is another report on the southern portion
of the route; much of it is also covered in the one paper you have.

Yes, I am still giving the talk on May 20th in Tampa. I still don't know
where. However, my local contact is Glen Westfall of the Tampa Historical
Society, 813-247-6641.

Thank you for the offer to go to the mouth of the Little Manatee River. I am
afraid that I can't do it this trip. I already promised to go up to Safety
Harbor to look at some collections that might be associated with Menendez.
Perhaps we can do it another time.

Ci??ﬂierely, .

= : T
7 Mo T e
Jerald T. Milanich e %

urator in Archaeology

The Florida State Museum ® Museum Road e University of Florida ® Gainesville, FL 32611
EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



Sﬂ%.‘l\d RESEARCH ¢ EXHIBITS ¢ EDUCATION UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

PETER BENNETT, Ph.D. 904 /392-1721
Director

May 26, 1987

Dr. Arthur M. Miller
120 Dickman Drive, S.W.
Ruskin, FL 33570

Dear Dr. Miller,

Thank you very much for your memorandum on investigating the area around the
Little Manatee River to try and Tocate evidence of the de Soto expedition
camp. Your idea is excellent and it certainly would be more efficient for you
and your students to do it, than for me. You also have much better local
contacts, etc.

I have several thousand dollars in our de Soto budget that could be used for
expense money or whatever for your project. I could also come down and give a
presentation to the students and bring one of our people to give a workshop on k
identifying Spanish artifacts that are de Soto markers.

I would like to have access to your data and to be able to include it in our
de Soto book and in reports that I have to send to the Florida Department of
Natural Resources whose money we would be using. However, I would hope that
you would publish your results (e.g. in The Florida Anthropologist and/or
elsewhere) so others could cite them. And I would certainly cite you and your
project as the source of our information.

I am not necessarily interested in the contents of the Thomas burial mound,
which apparently was mainly of the Weeden Island period with some intrusive
contact period items in the top. Artifacts from the village areas (including
the Sellner midden on the opposite side of the river) may be much more
important. A former graduate student here, Bruce Council, told me that his
parents own land (their residence?) on the north side. I am sure they would
be cooperative. And if you find any undisturbed village areas, it might be
beneficial to carry out some archaeological tests.

What's next?

Sincerely,

\ 8
oY / [
o }"'7 | u‘u}}‘ \.\_/L’\./<

Jerald T. Milanich
Curator in Archaeology

Tne Florida State Museum ¢ Museum Road ¢ University of Florida ® Gainesville, FL 32611
EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



Bahia Honda (Tampa Bay) to River of Cale {Withlacoocheel:
frchaeelogical, Cartographic, and Ethnohistoric Evidence

derald T, Hilanich
duly, 1784

4} the Hernando de Solo

Card
.

fccording to Luis de Bisdea (1922:
expedition landed in Bahia Honda, which Rodrigo Ranjel (1922:34) says is
g8 leagues west {sic) of Bahia de Juan Ponce, thus differentiating the iwe
bays. Ranjel {1922:533) notes thal when ihe ships first reached the mouth
of the harbor of Bahia Honda, there was difficulty in recognizing it
dfter landing De Soto renamed the harbor Port of Espiritu Santo {de Sote
1Bh6: 1645 Elvas 1922:34; Barcilaso 1951:59; Ranjel 1922:63).

Both Bahia Honda and the Bahia de Juan Ponce were known to Spanish
navigators prior Lo ihe de Solo espedition. Apparently de Sutq was
ingking specifically for Bahiz Honda and had i located and scouted by
duan de fnasco, ene of his gilitary aides prior to sailing from Cuba
{Elvas 1922:20), The de Scio expedition had the benefil of Cabeza de
Vaca's knowldge of the route of the 1ll-fated 1528 Panfile de Narvaez
expedition which had landed in Florida in 1328 (Elvas 1922:3-7).
Additional evidence that de Soto had knowledge of the Florida Bull coast
grior to his voyage is the existence of Voluse IV of Alonsc de Chaves'

Espejo_de Maviganies, which was cospiled no later than 1527 (Casienada st

al. 1977}, The Espejo gives descriptions and locations of hoth Bahia
Honda and the Bahia de Juan Ponce. In it Hahia Honda is placed on the
west coast of Florida at 29 degrees of latitude l(actually the south is at

27 1/2 degreesi. 1t is described as a large bay, 10 leagues long and 3

Report submitted to the Division of Recrealion and Parks, Florida
Department of Natural Resources. Onp file, Florida State Huseus,
Baipesville,
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