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SHaL POINT 

0. L. WILLIAMS SOUGHT THE OYSTER FACTOSY FROM BeN lloODY ABOUT 1903 ACCORDING 

TO NoRTON1 0.l.~s SON. HE ALSO BOUGHT ALONG WITH IT THE OTHER MOUNT AND CONSIDERABLE 

FARM LAND NEAR CEDAR GROVE. LEON DENSON RAN THE FACTORY rOR SOME YEARS AFTER WILLIAMS 

CAME INTO POSSESSION OF IT. WILLIAMS OPERATED THE PLANT TILL ABOUT 1915 WHEN IT FOLDED UP 

DUE TO ECONOMIC CONDITIONS. ACCORDING TO MOST RESIDENTS OF THE AREA, THERE WERE STILL 

PLENTY OF OYSTERS ALL OVER THE PLACE. THE SELNERS HAI> AN EXCELLENT BAR IN rRONT OF 

THEIR PLACE AND THERE WERE OTHER BARS IN THE RIVER AND ON THE OUTSIDE KEYS. WHEN f 

CAME TO THIS COUNTRY, THERE WAS A GOOD OYSTER BAR AT THE ORIGINAL SITE OF THE CANNING 

OPERATIONS, JUST BELOW SHELL POINT DOCK. IT IS NO MORE NOW, DUE TO OVER-FISHING. 

DREDGNING AND SAND DUE TO F~SHETS AND EROSION HAVE JUST ABOUT DESTROYED ALL THE 

OYSTERS IN THE RIVER. THE EXISTING BARS HAVE BEEN PICKED CLEAN BY THE POPULATION 

llHICH HAS INCREASED UANY TIMES SINCE THE OLD DAYS. 

BACK TO WILLIAMS. NORTON, HIS SON, TOLD ME THAT HE HAJ) AT ONE TIME SEVERAL. 

SIG TURPENTINE OPERATIOH8 OYER THE STATE, AND ONE IN ALABAMA. HE HAD INTERESTS 

AT OR NEAR WAUC~LA AN!> Bo-.1NG GREEN NEAR FORT MEADE• He: ONCE BROUGHT $501 000 FROM 

.8o&ING GREEN To· TAMPA IM A HORSE AND BUGGY, CAMPING ALONG THE ROAD AT NIGHT. HE 

' WOULD HIDE THE MONEY NEARBY, AND SLEEP TILL DAYLIGHT WITH NO THOUGHT OF ROBBERS. 

A T~A BANK STAYED OPNE ON SuNDAY MORNING TO RECEIVE THE MONEYI 

WILLIAMS OPERATED A TURPENTINE STILL ABOUT WHERE.THE WIMAUMA ~OAD CROSSES 

THE INLET, A MILE OR So EAST OF' ~SKIN• THIS CREEK WAS TH£N kNO• AS MARSH BRANCH, 

AND THE CAMP WAS KNOWN AS SIBERIA. THIS WAS BErORE RusKIN EXISTED. WILLIAMS 

CONTRACTED WITH THE 5TATEX PRISON SYSTEM FOR CONVICT LABOR WITH 911CH TO OPERATE 

THE CAMP. THIS WAS A COMMON PRAOilOE AMONG SAWILL ANl> TURPENTINE OPERATORS. THE 

TURPENTl.NE WOODS WA8 JUST ABOUT FAAMEJ> OUT WHEN THE MILLERS AND DICICMANS CAME INTO 

THE AREA. 

WILLIAMS TRIED FAAlllNG AND ALSO OPERATED A BOAT OR T'IO BUT NEITHER Of' THE81 

VENTURES PAID OFF. 

AaouT TH£ TIME llLLIAMS 80U6HT SHELL Po1NT1 HE SOLD TH£ TU~TINE OPERAT_f 
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AT SIBERIA AND GAVE HIS ATTENTION TO 'THE OYSTER F'ACTORY AND TO HIS HARDEE COUNTY 

INTERESTS.· HE CLOSED THE OYSTER FACTORY IN 1915 AND SOLD THE PROPERTY IN 1918 

TO HENRY BREWSTER, ArTER WHOM BREWSTER ScHOOL 16 NAMED. BREWSTER SOLD THE PLACE 

TO RUPERT THOMAS, WHO OPERATED IT AS A F'ISH OAMP AND RESORT AREA F'OR SEVERAL YEARS. 

FoR SOME TI ME AFTER T HOMJ\8 OWNED THE PL.AOE, A MAN NAMED TURLEY RAN IT AS A F" I SH 

CAMP. HE RENTED BOATS AND SOLD FIDDLERS TO TOURISTS. THERE WERE NOT MANY TOURISTS 

HERE AT THAT TIME, HO•EVER TURLEY ;MANAGED TO MAKE A LtVING HERE FOR MANY YEARS. 

HE WAS A STRONG WILLED OLD FELLOW AND WHEN THE NET FISHERMEN RAN THEIR NETS NEAR 

HI 8 CAMP HE WOULD COME DOWN ON THE DOCK WI TH A SHOTGUN AND THREATEN THEU. HE USED 

TO CATCH F"JDDLERS AND TAKE THEM OUT TO THE SHEEPHEAD HOLE WHERE HE IOULD BAIT UP 

THE FISH SO THAT CUSTOMERS COULD HAVE GOOD FISHING. 0HE TIME, HENRY SELNER WAS 

VISITING THE OLD MAN1 AND TURLEY WENT INTO THE HOUSE AND CAME OUT WITH A SET OF 

FALSE TEETH WHICH HE OFF'ER£I> TO HENRY WITH THE REMARK THAT SINCE THEY WOULD NOT FIT 

HIM1 HENRY NIGHT SE ABLE TO USE THEM. OF COURSE, HENRY HASTILY DECLINED THE OFF'ER 

EXPLAINING THAT HE HAD HAD NO TEETH F'OR SO LONS THAT HE COULD BITE ANYTHING HE WANT!!) 

TO WITH HIS GUMS. HE COULD TOO. 

THOMAS, _THROUGH THE YEARS, LEASED THE PLACE TO VARIOUS PEOPLE SUT NO ONE SEEMED .. 
TO BE ABLE TO OPERATED IT SUOCESSF'ULLY. FRANK BARRET Al.in HIS OHAAMlNG LITTLE WIFE 

RAN IT FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS AND SEEMED TO HAVE CONSIDERABLE LUCK WITH IT TILL DOMESTIC 

TROUBLES CAUSED A FAMILY BREAKUP AND SHE SOLD IT To·Roy rox WHO OWN!D IT AT THIS WRITING. 

llLLl.AMS LOST A CON81DERA8LE PORTIOH OF HIS WEALTH A8 A RESULT OF' SOME BAD IN-

VESTMENTS, AFTER HIS SECOND MARRIAGE TO A WOMAN AT WAUCHULA. AT HIS DEATH, SHE IN-

HERi TED ·A OONSll>ERABlE PORTION OF' THE ESTATE. 5oME .YEARS LATER SHE WAS MURDERED 

IN HER WAUCHULA HOME BY A HIRED MAN. 

llLLIAUS DIED IN 19)5. H£ HAD SEVERAL CHILDREN BY HIS f'IRST WIFE WHO DIED EARLY• 

OF' THE THREE SONS AND A DAUGHTER THERE IS ONLY ONE SON SURVIVING. AT THIS WRITING, 

NoRTON l&LLtAll8, THE 8URVl¥lNG BON, LIVES ON PART OF' THE ORl•tNAL SELMER PROPERTY 

911CH HE BOU&HT FFl>M 8tm KNIGHT WHO AS 

DAUGHTER EDNA DESHONG • 
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THERE ARE MANY TALES EXTANT CONCERNING THE PAST LIVES OF THESE PIONEERS WHO 

CAME TO THIS AREA ON THE SOUTH BANK OF THE LITTLE MANATEE TO MAKE THEIR HOMES WHEN 

THE COUNTRY WAS WILD AND COMFORTS or LlrE AS WE KNOW IT WERE rEW. SOME SAY THEY WERE, 

MANY or THEM, FUGlllVES FROM IHE LAW, AND ESCAPED CRIMINALS, AND WOULD, WHEN A NEW 

SETTLER OR A STRANGER CAME INTO THE COUNTRY 11 F"LY UP THE CREEK"• WE HAVE FOUND NO 

EVIDENCE THAT ANY PART OF THIS IS TRUE. 

fOR THE MOST PART, THE CAME HERE BECAUSE THE COUNTRY WAS NEW AND PROMISED A 

GOOD LIFE FOR ANYONE WILLING TO PUT UP WITH A FEW INCONVENIENCES FOR THE SAKE Or IN-

DEPENDENCE. SOME, OF COURsE, WERE OF THE ITCHY FOOT VARIETY, AS IN ALL 80CIETIE$1 

AND SOME WERE NE 1 ER-DO-WELLS WHO COULDN'T LIVE IN ANY PLACE LONG. ALMOST ALL WERE 

POOR IN WORLDS GOODS AND DID NOT CARE FOR RICHES. ALL THEY WANTED OUT OF LIFE WA8 

TO BE LEFT TO THEIR OWN DEVICES, TO LIVE AS THEY PLEASED. THEY RESISTED CHANGE AND 

RESENTED OUTSIDERS COMING INTO THE COUNTRY, BEOAUSE THE OUTSIDERS USUALLY TRIED TO 

EXPLOIT THEM. THEY WERE A CLOSE KN~T COMMUNITY ANJ> WERE ALWAYS READY TO HELP ONE 

ANOTHER WITH THE SICK OR A FENCE BUILDING JOB OR AHY CHORE THAT NEEDED DOING. THEY 

BURIED THEIR OIN DEAJ>, BROGBHT THEIR OIN BABIES INTO THE WORLD, NURSED AND DOCTORED 

THEIR SICK, ALL AS ONE FAMILY. . ' 
' THEY X>ID NO"f WANT OUTSIDERS COMING IN' AND UPSETTING THEIR RELAXE», EASY WAY OF 

LIFE. TH£Y RARE1.Y WORE SHOES OR COATS. THEY MADE HATS FROM THE LEAVES OF' THE PALM 

TREES AND ATE THE TENDER BUDS FROM THE SAME TREES. THEY NEEDED NO OUTSIDE HELP. 

THEIR AGED LIVEJ> WITH THE CHILl>REN TILL DEATH TOOK THEM AWAY. THEIR EARTWLY PL.EASuAE8 

WERE FEW AND THEIR SOCIAL ACTIVITIES WERE SIMPLE. A CANE GRINDING OR CANDY PULLING 

IN THE FALL or THE YEAR USUALLY BROUGHT THtCU TOGETHER FOR A DANCE AND SOCIAL EVENING. 

ON SUNDAY THEY WENT TO PREACHING IN THE SOHOO HOUSE. THEIR YOUTH LOVED AND MARRIED 

IN THE I R OWN NEI GHSOAHOOJ>. SoltETI MES THEY GOT TOGETHER f"OR A PI ON l C • UosT Of' THE 

TIME THE WOMEN IOUUJ JUST 80 TO ONE ANOTHER& MOUES TO JUST 118P£ND THE DAY". IHILE 

THEY WEA£ THERE1 THEY 1l>ULD HELP TO PUT IN A QUILT1 WllCH HAD SEEN P~IOUSLY S£WED 

TOGETHER BY THE HOUSEWIFE F'ROU SCRAPS SAVED F'AOU THE DRESS UATEIU AL BOUGHT IN 

AND BROUQHT DOWN ON THE BOAT. 
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iHIN A STRANGER MOVED INTO THE COMMUNITY HE WAS LOOKED UPON WITH SUSPICION 

UNTIL HE SHOWED BY HIS ACTIONS THAT HE INTENDED TO BECOME A RESPECTED MEMBER OF THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD. HE WAS TREATED POLITELY AT ALL TIMES AND THE NEIGHBO WOMEN WOULD CALL ON 

THE NEWCOMER WITH A POT OF GREENS OR A POUND OF BUTTER AND MAKE THEM WELCOME. IT 

WOULD HOWEVER, BE A LONG TIME BEFORE THE NEW FAMILY WOULD SE FULLY AOOEPTED INTO 

THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND INTO THE COUNCILS OF THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY. HE HAD TO 

EARN THE RIGHT TO BELONGt AND SOMETIMES THAT ACCEPTANCE WAS A LONG TIME COMING. 

THIS IS THE REASON THAT, TILL THIS DAY, THESE PEOPLE ARE HARD TO GET ACQUAINTED 

WITH, AND ONE SOMETIMES WONDERS IF HE WILL EVER SE AOEEPTED AS A PART Or THE COM

MUNITY. IF YOU WEREN 1T AN OLD TIME, YOU DIDN'T BELONG. IT STILL TAKES A LONG T1ME 

TO BECOME AN Ol.DTIMER. SOME NEVER DO. 

THE OLD REBEL FIRES STILL SMOLDER IN MANY A BREAST AND MANY OF THE OLDER ONES 

LOOK ON THE 11 YANK£E11 AS AN INVADER, AND HAVE NO CONFIDENCE IN HIM. LONG REMEUBER£D 

PERSECUTIONS OF THE CARPETBAGGERS WHO INrtLTRATED THE SOUTH AFTER THE CIVIL WAR WHEN 

THE STATE LEGISLATURES WERE COMPOSED JKU•JllXJtKX LAAGELV Of' THESE PEOPLE, AND 

FORMER SLAVES WHO COULD NOT READ OR WRITE, WERE GIVEN Pl.ACES OF' AESPONSIBILITY AND 

SUPERVISION OVER THE WHITE MAN ST.LL f"AINTLY EX•ST IN THE HEARTS OF MANY. THIS WAS 

' A TRAGIC TIME IN THE HISTORY OF OUR BELOVED. NATION, AND THE DEEP WOUND$ HAVE NEVER 

ENTIRELY HEALED. 

HOWEVER, IN LATER YEARS MANY NEW PEOPLE CAME INTO THE AREA AND MANY OF THEM WERE 

ANXIOUS TO SE A PART OF THE ECONOMY, AND MANY OF THEM HAVE. THEY BROUGHT NEW MONEY 

AND NEW IDEAS IN AND APPLIED SOTH. As A RESULT THE COMMUNITY 8TARTE1) TO GROW AND 

ATTRACT MORE PEOPLE, ALTHOUGH THE ORIGINAL SETTLEMENT SOUTH OF THE RIVER HAS PRETTY 

MUCH REMAINED AS IT WAS JN THE BEGINNING. IT IS $TILL THINLY SETTLED AND HAS BEEN 

SLOW TO DEVELOP. THERE ARE MAYSE TM> DOZEN HOMES, OF' MODERN CONSTRUCTION, ALONG THE 

RIVER, BUT THERE 18 MUCH UNDEVELOPED ACREAGE DICH 18 STILL 09tED BY THE DESCENDANTS 

Or THE EARLY FAMILIES. THE RIVER F'AONT PROPERTY HA8 SECOUE VERY VALUABLE, SINCE 

ALMOST EVERYONE COi.UNG TO THE AREA WANTS WATERFRONT HOMES. MucH OF THE BACK COUNT. 

WHERE D£ER1 TURKEY AND WIUJ LIFE ONCE ABOUNDED 18 F'ARll LAND AND AS SUCH 

PRODUCT! VE. 
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ALONG .ABOUT 1912 THERE WERE SEVERAL rAUILIES MOVED TO THE RIVER FROM THE 

EASTERN PART or THE COUNTY, AND rROM SOME OF THE NORTHERN CITIES. THESE WERE THE 

SWEENEYS, THE STEELES, THE HANSONS, HALLS AND McROBERT6 1 ALONG WITH THE CASTILLO'S 
AND 

AND THE GILLETT£ES. THESE ALL SETTLED ON THE RIVER BETWEEN THE SELNER PLACE/THE 

HIGHWAY. 

Louis HALL CAME TO THE RIVER IN 1910 FROM TAMPA. FoR A TIME HE LIVED Al 

CoCKROAOH BAY. LATER HE BOUGHT A PLACE JUST EAST OF THE 5ELNER PLACE AND LIVED 

THERE TILL HE BUILT A HOME NEAR WHERE THE GOAT ISLAND BRIDGE 16. HERE HE ENGAGED 

IN COaAMEROIAL FISHING ON A LARGE SCALE, OWNING AND OPERATING A LARGE STOPNET GEAR 

AS DID SEVERAL OF THE OLD TIMERS ALONG Tt£ BAY. H£ ALSO PLANTED AND HARVESTED 

OYSTERS FOR MANY YEARS. MOST or THE FISHING WAS DONE IN THOSE DAYS BY LARGE STOP.. 

NET CREWS. HE WAS A HARD WORKER AND DID NOT SPARE THE MEN, BUT f"ED THEM WELL AND 

TREATED THEM FAIRLY. HE EXPECTED HARD WORK AND LOYALTY, AND HE GOT IT. WE WAS A 

GAUF"f" TALICING MAN, A TOUGH LOOKING MAN, BUT UNDERNEATH THE RUGGED BREAST THERE BEAT 

A HEART OF GOLD. HE HAD TH£ MOST EXPRESSIVE FACE OF ANY MAN I EVER KNEW. FROM A 

STERN, FORS~DDING FRO .. , IT COUU> SWlfTLY CHANGE INTO THE GENTLEST SMILE, REVEALING .. 
A SOFTNESS or CHARACTER, FEW MEN WERE PRIVILEGED TO SEE.~ I KNEW HIM WELL AND CON-

81DEREJ> HIM A FRIEND. 

·HE WAS PROMINENTLY IDENTIFIED WITH POL!TIOS AND OFTEN HAD A LOYAL FOLLOWING 

AMONG THE F 18H£RllEN AND HI S NEIGHBORS.. HE HAD CONS I DERASLE POL I TI CAL POWER AT ONE 

TIME, AND f"REQUENTLY CARRIED HIS CANDIDATE TO VICTORY IN LOCAL ELECTIONS. 

IN LATER YEARS PEOPLE BECAME CONSERVATION CONSCIOUS, AND THE STOP NETTING WAS 

OUTLAWED. As TO THE WISDOM OF THIS MOVE THERE HAS IN RECENT YEARS DEVELOPED SOME 

DOUBT, SINCE .DURING ALL THE YEARS OF THE STOPNETTING MULLET REMAINED PLENTIFUL. 

THE CONTROVERSY A8 TO THE METHODS OF TAKING FISH STILL RASES IN THE SPORTS CAMPS, 

AND THE STATE OF TEXAS HAS OUTLA11EZ> ALL TYPES OF NET F'l SHI NG IN THE BSTUARIES AND SAY. 
:'"• 
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WE HAVE LEARNED A LITTLE MORE ABOUT FRED SELNER AND HIS ACTIVITIES AT GULF 

C1rv. HE WAS GIVEN SOME OF THE SELNER ACREAGE BUT TO OUR KNOWLEDGE NEVER FARM£JJ 

THE PLACE. HE MUST HAVE GONE TO TAMPA WHEN HE WAS YOUNG. THERE HE BECAME A MACHIN£ST 

AND WORKED FOR A MACHINE REPAIR FIRM ALL HIS ADULT LIFE. HE WAS MARRIED TO A LADY 

WHOM WE KNEW AS VIOLA. How LONG, I DO NOT KNOW ALTHOUGH THEY APPARENTLY HAD NO 

OFFSPRING. VIOLA APPARENTLY GOT PART OF HIS PROPERTY WHEN THEY WERE DIVORCED, AS 

SHE LIVED THERE WI TH HER SECOND HUSBAND IHEN WE CAME TO THE AREA IN 19,30. SHE HAD 

BY THEii! MARRIED 0HARL IE HOMAN WHO ViOfUCED AT THE SUN CI TY CRITE MI LL• HER PLACE WAS 
HOME 

JUST WEST OF THE SELNEl\l'PLACE ON THE RIVER. f T IS NOW THE PROPERTY or HENRY WILLIS 

WHO ALSO OWNS THE ORIGINAL SELNER HOME PLACE AS WELL NEXT TO THE HoUAN PLACE. WILLIS 

OWHS ANOTHER TWENTY ACRES WHICH WAS KNOWN AS THE RoGERS PLACE. WtLL18 BOUGHT THE 

AoGERS PLACE FROM GEORGE BENJAMtN. 

GEORGE BENJAMIN WAS A MEMBER OF' A ONCE PROMINENT TAMPA FMAILY AND HAJ> A HOME ON 

GAJ:>SDEN POINT AT THE PRESENT SITE Of MAoDltL fl EU:>. I BELIEVE HIS rOLKS ONCE OWNED 

MOST OF' THE LAND WHERE THE BIG AIR BASE 18 NOW. 

GEORGE USE!> TO OOMMUTE BETWEEN THE RoGERS PLACE AND HIS PLACE AT GADSDEN. HE 

LIVED AT THE OLD RoG£RS PLACE AND POUPANO FISHED DURING-'fHE WE£K AND WENT HOME ON - . 
SATURDAY. HIS WIF'E IS SAID TO HAVE REF'USED TO LIVE ON THE RIVER tN THE OLD TIN-

ROOFED SOX HOUSE, SO GEORGE HAD TO STAY THERE ALONE OR WITH A ff£LPER WHOM HE HIRED 

TO HELP RUN THE POMPANO. NET. HE HAI> AN OU> 28 F'OOT LAUNCH WHICH H"'EPT IN t•AOU

LATE OONDITION AND RAN ABOUT ?00 YARDS or POMPANO NET. POMPANO FISHING 18 FOR TIC 

MAN WHO HAS ADEQUATE INCOME TO KEEP HIM GOING, WHILE HE LOOKS FOR POMPANO. H£ 

FISHES AT NIGHT, AND F'IHD8 THE ELUSIVE F'l8ft WITH THE AID OF A STRONG 8POT LIEIHT MttCH 

HE SWINGS BACK AND FORTH OVER THE WATER, CAUSING THE FISH TO "SKIP•. W£N THEY SKIP 

HE TURNS BACK AND STRIKES THE AREA WHERE 1£Y llERE SEEN. THE F'ISH BRING HIGH PRICES 

AND A HVNDRED POUNDS WAS CONSIDIRED A GOOD NIGllT8 CATCH. I AEMEMBER ONCE -N 80ME 

or THE MULLET BOYS OMI IN AND TOLD GEOME THEY SAW A SCHOOL OF' i>c::MPANO OF'F' lbNaAOYE 

POINT. 1 GEOASE HURRIED OUT THERE AND F'~ND THE FISH WHERE THE MAN SAID. 

1100 POUNDS AT THAT TUE. I NEVER REMDIBER HIM MAIUNG SUCH A CATCH AGAIM. G£ 
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COUU> EAT MORE THAN ANY MAN I EVER KNEW. WHEN HE AN]) CLIFF ~HATLEY WERE 8ATCHINQ 

ON THE AIYER, I WENT OY£R THERE ONE IJOANING WHILE THEY WERE COOKING BR£AKf'ASTe CLIFF 

HAJ> TWELVE SIG Pl.AT£-81%EJ) PANCAKES STACKED UP ON A PLANTE ANJ> WA8 STACKING ANOTHER 

DOZEN ON AN ADDl TIONAL Pl.ANTE. GEORGE TOLD HIM TO PUT SOME MOR£ CAICES ON THE F'l RE 

SO I COULD HAVE BREAKf'AST WITH THEM. I DECLINED AND THEY PROCEEDED TO DEVOUR, 

ALOMG WITH SEVERAL CUPS or STRONG SLACK COf'F'EE AND A PINT OR 80 OF SYRUP, ALL TH£ 

CAKES ON THE TASLE. 

GEORGE COULJ)NT MULLET FISH WORTH A CENT. H£ •AHTEl> TO STAY A MILE our IN THE BAY 

!IHI LE LOOK IN& f'OR MULL.ET' IHI CH AS EVERY ONE KNOWS, 8ELJ:>OM EV£R GOES SEYOND THE REEra. 

If' HE J)ID GET CLOSE TO THE BEACH, HE WOULD GROUND THE LAUNCH ON EVERY 8AHD BAR ON THE 

SHORE• HE L llCEJ> MULLET TO £AT AND WHEN HE SAW A MULLET F' l SHERMAN, HE '1DULJ> STOP HUI 

AND TAKE YOUR OR f"IV£ 81G RED ~E MULLET •ICH HE IDULD J>AE88 AND HY. H£ WOULI) EAT 

ALL OF' THIM AL.ONG WITH THE USUAL 6RIT81 HOT BISCUIT AND COtF'E£• HE WA8 AN EXCELLENT 

COOK AND COULD MAKE A MULLET STEW THAT IMS OUT OF THl8 .:>FLD. Ha: ALSO U$£D TO OATOH 

LJTTLE »LAMOND SACK TURTLES AND MAKE A STEW tROU THEM. Bov WAS THAT GOODI 

l OtlCE ENT -ON A FISHING TRIP Wtlff IUU AND A CREW COMPOSED OF HfM8£LF, CLtFF 

WHATLEY, CHARL l E JAHNS AND GIORGE CASTILLO. HE HAD U£T ~AND LURED TO HI 8 CAMP A 

Hol.LANJ>ER 9HO HAD A 91G CABIN 80.AT, NG> LITTLE £1.8£• THE 80AT ttOEV£R HAD A 818 

IOE IOX AND PLENTY OF' ROOM, 80 WE LOADED HER UP WITH ICE, GROCERIES AND GAS WHICH 

FRANK 8ALL 80LD US OH THE STRENGTH OF OUR MU Lt TY TO CATCH f: I SH AND H£ADEJ> AGA089 
. . 

TH£ BAY TO PAPYS BAYOU, WHERE, ACCORDING TO GEORaE, THE MULLET KM CR09DING EACH 

OTHER OUTOF' THE WATER. THEY EM PRETTY THICK AND WE DJD RIGHT llE&.Le TH£ HCN..LANDER 

ICNEW ABSOLUTELY NOTHI NCi ABOUT RUNNJ NG A NEW 80 11E QOT VERY l l rlLE HELP FROM HIM1 

EXCEPT THE USE OF' HIS 80ATe 

WHEN GEORGE WENT F'ISHING, H£ BELIEVED IN BEING PREPAflEJ). HE CARRIG 20 OR 30 

GALLONS OF GA80LINE AND PLENTY OF GRU8e THaN c;QIU)DITf£8 HE 90U&HT f'AOM FRAllC SALL 

MtO RAN THE FISH AND A IELL 8TOCXID GROCERY. IMP 0£0ME WOULD 8TMTCff HIS CREDIT 

ALMOST TO THE BAEAKING POSlllG• IC AND fllANK DJLD 80 ROUND AND ROUHD WITH GatoA&£ 

Al.WAYS Wt.NNING A LITTLE ll)RE CREDIT. ONE TU• .. N THEIR RELATtONa •A& PAIWI . , 
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STRA I NEJ)1 GEORGE BENT CJ I f"F' UP ,-OR GAS. HE RA~El Y WENT TO THf STORE HI USELf" • 

~HEN CLIFF ASKED Ge:ORG£ HOW MUCH GAS TO GET, GEORG! SAID "HELL, ALL HE 1 LL LET VOU HAVE" 

GEORGE FINALLY HAD TO QUIT FISHING DUE TO THE SCARCITY Of POMPANO AND THE DETERIORA~ 

rtON Of' HUJ GEAl\1 WHICH FRANK SALL WOULD t<IOT REPLACE. HE THEN TURNED TO F'ARMING1 

AND SURPRISINGLY ENOUGH WAS A HUGE SUCCESS f'OR SEVERAL YEARS. HE HAD TWO OR THREE 

GOOD YEARS GROWi NG TOMATOES AND AT ONE TI ME HAI> TOW OR THREE MEN WORK I NG AND A GOOD 

SET O~ FARM TOOLS. HE BUILT A NICE NEW HOUSE AND I BELIEVE Hl8 WIFE CAME DOWN TO 

LIVE WITH HIM. IN THE F'ISH CAMPS GEORGE WAS ALWAYS THE CENTER Of' A GROUP, TELLING 

RISQUE 8TORl£8 Of' WHICH HE HAD AN INEXHAUSTABLE SUPPLY. 

HE WAS A GOOD COMPANION AND A KlNJ> AND GENEROUS MAN. ONE MORNING HE STARTED 

TO WALK our ON HIS DOCK TO GO CASTN.ETTING FOR A MESS OF' MULLET. Ht NEVER MADE IT. 

A HEART A TT ACK ENDED H l 8 LI F'£ ON THE SPOT• 

HE HAD A BROTH£R1 8uD1 WHO WAtKILLED IN AN AUTO A<DIDENT 1 ON THE FIRST SHARP 

CURVE OH THE GuLF' Cny AOAD. AHotHER SAOTHER J£RRY L.IVEJ> AT StlNeET PARK AND FOR 

·MANY YEARS RAN A G&LLNET CAEW IN THE VICINITY OF PJAl TAMPA. 
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