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MORE ABOUT.THE RIVER FOLK

ABOUT 1912, TWO MEN, ONE NAMED ARCHIBALD STEELE, AND THE OTHER NAMED
ANTHONY SwEENEY SR., CAME FROM THE WiMAUMA AREA TO THE RiVER. STEELE '
BOUGHT A FEW ACRES JUST NORTH OF THE GULF CiTy CEMETERY ON THE BEND OF THE
SOUTH RIVER CHANNEL. OSTEELE HAD THREE STEPDAUGHTERS. THEY WERE LiLLig, IpA
AND Maup, Tom KiCKLIGHTER wAS MARRIED TO ELLA WHO wAS A CLARK AND AN AUNT OF
THE GIDDENS GIRLS. SWEENEY WAS MARRIED TO LiLLIE AND MR, BOGIE MARRIED PaTTy.
ELLA AND PATTY WERE SISTERS OF STEELE'S FIRST WIFE WHO WAS A CLARK., LATER Ipa
MARRIED ALBERT MCROBERTS AND MAUDE MARRIED FRED HANSON. SOME SAID SWEENEY HAD
COME FROM CHICAGO AND WAS THE SON OF A WELL TO DO MERCHANT THERE. |7 15 KNOWN
THAT HE HAD A GOOD EDUCATION, HE ENGAGED IN FISHING ALONG WITH HIS FATHER=IN=LAW
STEELE, AND HAD QUITE A LOT TO DO WITH THE SCHOOLS IN THE AREA. HE WAS A TRUSTEE
FOR MANY YEARS AND DISCHARGED HIS COMMUNITY OBLIGATIONS WELL. HE HAD TWO GIRLS
AND A B0Y. ONE OF THE GIRLS MARRIED AARON LONG SR AND BECAME THE MOTHER OF
AARON LONG JR AND ONE OR TWO MORE CHILDREN. AARON LONG JR HA8S BEEN VERY SUGCESSFUL .
IN THE EBCAVATING BUSINESS AND HAS A NICE HOME N Ruskin., His MOTHER LIVES NEARBY.
THE OTHER DAUGHTER ETHEL MARRIED WEBLEY MOBLEY WHO WORKS FOR THE COUNTY. THEY
HAVE SOME CHILDREN. v

THE BOY ANTHONY JR. MARRIED A McNElL'GlRL IN MANATEE COUNTY AND LIVES AT
WiMAUMA AND WORKS FOR J. D. SMiTH IN HIS GARAGE. HE HAS TwO OR THREE CH!LDREN.

UncLe Tom KudeiTER HAD THREE BOYS WHO HAVE ALWAYS FISHED ON THE RIVER, AND
ALL OF THEM ARE STILL HERE. EDGAR, THE ELDEST, WAS AT ONE TIME MARRIED T0 EFFIE
McGRIFF, Gus'S SECOND DAUGHTER. SHE HAD THREE BOYS FOR EDGAR AND THE BOYS ARE
ALL LIVING IN THE AREA AND DOING WELL. EFFIE LATER MARRIED MABRY HAGAN AND THEY
HAD THREE DAUGHTERS. IDA AND ALBERT MGROBERTS HAD WiLL1AMS, WHO MARRIED ARLENE
WiLL1S AND 1S LIVING AT SuN CiTy, EUGENE, WHO 1S A PROMINENT FISH DEALER AND LIVES

WITH HI1S SECOND WIFE AT RuskiN. His FIRST wiFE WAS ESTELLE MOBLEY, AND HE HAD

THREE GIRLS BY HER.. CATHERINE WAS MARRIED TO OLi1VER WILL1AMS Aﬂﬁ THEY HAD FOUR:

80Y8 BEFORE CATHERINE DIED EARLY IN LIFE.

Doris MARRIED CHARLIE Buzsee. THEY LIVE AT Ruskin AND CHARLIE, FORMERLY




A FISHERMAN, HAS MADE A LOT Of MONEY, ALONG WITH HiS BROTHER CECIL, FARMING, .

MauDE AND FRED HANSON HAD ruﬁ BOYS AND A GIRL, FRED WAS KILLED IN AN AUTO

ACCIDENT WHILE HE WAS YET YOUNG. THE OLDEST BOY FLOYD, WAS A SAILOR IN THE
SECOND wORLD WAR, HE HAD A SHIP SHOT OUT FROM UNDER HIM JUST OFF THE Mi18stissippy
DELTA, BY A GERMAN SuB. HE SWAM THROUGH THE FLAMES OF AN OIL FIRE TO A RAFT
AND, AFTER AN ENCOUNTER WITH THE OFFICER ON THE SUB, WHICH HAD SURFACED NEARBY,
HE WAS RESCUED AND CAME HOME TO TAKE UP HIS LIFE OF FISHING AGAIN., HOWEVER, HWE
WAS NEVER THE SAME ANYMORE, AND WOULD HAVE BLACKOUT SPELLS, AND SEEMED TO RELIVE
HIS HORRIBLE EXPERIENCES WHEN HE COULD BE PERSUADED TO TALK ABOUT THEM. HE DigD
A YEAR OR 80 LATER.

THE YOUNGER BOY WALTER GRE® UP IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD, ALONG WITH HIS YOUNG
818TER MARION., THEY WENT TO SCHOO AND; | BELIEVE, THE MOTHER WAS ABLE TO GET ALL
OF THE CHILDREN THROUGH GRADE AND HIGH SCHOGL WITH THE MONEY SHE MADE FROM DRIVING
A SCHOOL BUS, AND BOME HELP FROM THE COUNTY, AS A WIDOW, SHE WAS ENTITLED TO
WELFARE FUNDS.

WALTER WAS A QUIET BOY AND NEVER SEEMED TO BE IN ANY TROUBLE. HE SERVED A
HITCH IN THE ARMY AFTER HE QUIT 8CNOOL. HE WAS WELL LIKED AND WORKED OR FiSHED -
WHENEVER HE COULD. ONE NIGHT HE BORROWED A rntznn'{ CAR AND WRECKED |T AGAINST
A TREE NEAR WHERE THE RUSKIN MOTEL 1S NOw., He wAS TAKEN 7O Bay Pines HosPiTaL
WHEN 1T WAS APPARENT THAT HE WOULD BE A LONG TIME RECOVERING FROM THE ACCIDENT.

HE wAS ALONE AT THE TIME OF THE WRECK AND NO ONE EVER KNEW WHAT CAUSED 1T. HE LAY
IN A COMA FOR NEARLY TWO YEARS AT BAY PINES. AS A RESULY OF HIS LONG FIGHT FOR
LIFE, HE BECAME WOMEWHAT OF A HERO, AND THE WHOLE COMMUNITY MOURNED HiS DEATH.

MAUDE'S DAUGHTER MARiON, MARRIED ONE OF THE SUMNER BOYS WHOSE PARENT WERE
PROMINENT RANCHERS LIVING AT BALM. AFTER THE BREAKUP OF THIS MARRIAGE, SHE CAME
TO LIVE WiITH HER MOTHER WHO 1S STILL LIVING ON THE RIVER AT ins PLAGE HER FATHER
STEELE GAVE HER WHEN SHE WAS MARRIED 10 HANBON,

THE 8TORY OF THE HANSON FAMILY 1S INEED A TRAGIC ONE AND PERHAPS WOULD MAVE'

BEEN BETTER LEFT UNTOLD AS WOULD A LOT OF OTHER UNPLEASANT ONES WHICH OCCURRED

DURING THE GROWTH AND PROGRESS OF THE AREA. HOWEVER, THEY ARE A PART OF THE f




BRINGING OUT THE CHARACTER OF THESE EARLY FOREBEARS OF THE PRESENT GENERAT (ON.

AS WE HAVE SAID BEFORE, THERE WAS MUCKR POVERTY IN THE GCOUNTRY IN THOSE DAYS
BEFORE AND AFTER WOALD WAR ONE. THERE 1S ONE STORY OF THE KICKLITER FAMILY WHiCH
POINTS UP THE INEGRITY OF THOSE EARLY SETTLERS. |7 wAS SAID THE UNCLE Tom KiCKe
LITER GOT INTO DIRE STRAIGHTS, AND MAD TO HAVE SOME HELP FROM THE COUNTY. THis
WAS NOT, AND I8 STILL NOT UNUSUAL, 1N THE CASE OF SOME FAMILIES WHO HAVE TOO MANY
OBL IGATIONS TO HANDLE. THE UNUSUAL PART OF THE KICKLITER INCIDENT 1S THAT WHEN
UNcLE TOM GOT BACK ON HIS FEET, HE INSISTED ON PAYING BACK EVERY CENT OF THE MONEY
HE HAD GOTTEN, HE DIED BEFORE MY TIME, 50 | DID NOT KNOW MUCH ABOUT HIM EXCEPT
THAT HE RAN A FISH HOUSE FOR THE MIRABELLAS, TAMPA FiSH DEALERS, FOR MANY YEARS =
JUST ABOUT WHERE THE MAYS LIVE ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE RIVER., THAT HE WAS A BETTER TH/
AVERAGE 8KIFFSOAT BUILDER WAS COMMON KNOW.EDGE AMONG THE FIBHERMEN WHO BOUGHT MANY
OF HIS FINE SKIFFBOATS.

Jesse KICKLITER, THE YOUNGEST BOY LIVES ON THE RIVER, AND LOST AN ARM SOME
YEARS AGO IN AN AUTO ACCIDENT. HE COULD STILL HANDLE A BOAT HOWEVER, AND MADE A
LIVING FOR HIS FAMILY IN SPITE OF HIS HANDICAP. A FEW YEARS AGO, HE INVENTED
AND PATENTED A MACHINE THAT COULD THROW A CAST NET, AN? SPREAD IT IN A PERFECT
GIRCLE. LEARNING TO CATCH FISH WITH A CAST NET 18 NO SMALL FEAT IN ITSELF, AS
ANYONE WHO HAS EVER TRIED WILL TESTIFY, JESSE 18 STILL USING THIS DEVICE AND MAKES
HIS LIVING MOST OF THE TIME WITH 1T. THIS INCIDENT 18 JUST ONE EXAMPLE OF THE INe
DEPENDENT SPIRIT AND NATIVE ABILITY OF THE RIVER PEOPLE. |F YOU DIDN'T HAVE A TOOL
TO WORK WITH, YOU MADE ONE. NECESSITY WAS THE MOTMER OF INVENTION THEN, JUST AS
IT 16 NOW,

EDGAR KICKLITER HAS ALWAYS BEEN AROUND THE RIVER AND STILL 18, JOHN, THE
SECOND OF THE BOYS WAS MARRIED AT ONE TIME AND LIVED ON THE OLD HOME PLACE, BUT IN
RECENT YEARS, HE HAS LIVED IN CAMPS ALONG THE RIVER, A SORT OF HERMIT LIFE, WHICH
HE SEEMS TO LIKE. HE CATCHES ENOUGH FiSH TO BUY WHAT FEW SUPPLIES HE NEEDS AKD HIS

. 1
WANTS ARE EXTREMELY SIMPLE. SOMETIMES, HE MAY BE SEEN SAILING A SMALL BOAT WITH

A MAKESHIFT SAIL, ALONG THE RIVER.

BoGiE WHO MARRIED PATTY CLARK, LIVED ON THE RIVER FOR MANY YEARS AND |




-

MADE HIS LIVING LIKE EVERYONE ELSE, fISHING, ALTHOUGH !T WAS SAID THAT HE WAS A

WELL EDUCATED MAN AND CAME FROM A GOOD FAMILY N THE PHILADELPHIA AREA. HE HAD Two

80YS, WALTER AND CLARENCE, AND A GIRL. WALTER WAS EMPLOYED BY THE BAv DREDGING

CompaNy, OWNED B8y RUPERT THOMAB, FOR ALMOSY ALL HIS LIFE. HE DIED A FEW YEARS AGO.
CLARENCE 18 WORKING FOR THE SBAME OUTFIT AT THIS WRITING. He WAS, FOR MANY YEARS,

ONE OF THE BEST FISHERMEN ON THE RIVER. HE STILL LIVES MERE WITH HIS WIFE AvVis.

THEY HAVE ONE 8ON.
ALL OF THESE OLDER MEN HAVE GONE TO THEIR VARIOUS REWARDS - B0GIE, KickLiTER,

STEELE, SWEENEY AND MCROBERTS. IN SOME WAY THEY EACH CONTRIBUTED TO THE ECONOMY

AND CULTURE OF THE COMMUNITY. THEY WERE A PART OF THE ROMANCE, THE TRAGEDY AND THE

VERY H{STORY OF THIS PLACE THEY CHOSE TO LIVE OUT THEIR LIVES (N, TO EACH OF THEM

IT WAS HOME, PARADISE. THERE ARE OTHERS WE HAVE MENTIONED. WE HOPE EACH ONE HAS

BEEN GIVEN DUE CREDIT FOR HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE LIFE OF THE énveé. {7 wAS A GREAY'

ERA, A ROMANTIC ERA AND ONE WHICH WE SHALL NEVERMORE SEE. PROGRESS MAY BE NECESSARY

AND DESIRABLE, BUT | BELIEVE | CAN SAY, WITHOUT FEAR OF CONTRADICTION, THAT NOT ONE

OF THESE PEOPLE WHO L{VED HERE WOULD EVER HAVE CHANGED THEIR WAY OF LIFE FOR THE

HUSTLE AND BUSTLE OF PRESENT DAY LIVING. |7 MAY MAVE BEEN HARD, BUT THAT (8 THE WAY -

THEY LIKED 1T, SOME OF THEM STILL DO, :
We MAVEN'T SAID MUCH ABOUT THE JAHNS CLAN. THERE ARE THREE OF THE BOYS IN THE

NEIGHBORHOOD. THE OLD PEOPLE LIVED JUST ACROSS THME ROAD FROM THE Louis HaLLs, AND

WERE AMONG THE FIRST SETTLERS HERE N THE 80'S. CHARLIE JAHN, THE FATER OF THE

PRESENT BXX THREE BOYS USED TO RUN A FREIGHT BOAT UP AND ﬁouu THE SHORE, BUT LEFT

HOME WHEN THE CHILDREN WERE SMALL AND WAS NEVER HEARD OF AGAIN. FRED, THE OLDEST

OF THE JAHNS BOYS LIVES AT THE BALL PLACE ON THE RIVER. ALFRED THE SECOND BOY LIVES

AT SuN CITY WiTH HIS WIFE WHO WAS KANSAS BUZBEE BEFORE HER MARRIAGE TO SAM CLARK MANY YEAR

AGO.» KANSAS HAD FOUR GIRLS AND TWO BOYS BY CLARK WHOM WE HAVE MENTIONED BEFORE, AND OF W

WE SHALL HAVE MORE TO SAY.
CHARL 1E JAHN, WHO SPELLS THE NAME JOHNS, MARRIED WiLL1E MAE CLARK, YOUNGEST

DAUGHTER OF KANSAS CLARK., THIS MADE HE AND HI8 BROTHER ALFRED BROTHER=IN-LAWS. [T

ALSO MADE HIS BROTHER ALFRED, HIS FATHER=IN-LAW. |T MAKES ALFRED WiILLIE Mag's st

- ampame - oo sem 4 = - .~




YOU IT WAS MIXED uUP!

CHARLIE AND #iLLIE MAE HAVE Tw0 BOYS. CHARLIE FISHES AND WILLIE MAE HAS BEen
DRIVING A SCHOOL BUS FOR MANY YEARS.

ALFRED AND KANSAS HAVE NO CHILDREN AND ALFRED WHO WAS ONCE ONE OF THE BEST
GILLNETTERS ON THE COAST, HAS BEEN WORKING FOR THE COunTYy RoAD DePARSWSST FOR
YEARS., THEY LIVE AT Sun CiTy,

S0 YOU SEE MANY OF THE FOLKS WHO SETTLED DOWN ON THE SOUTH BANK OF THE LITTLE
MANATEE JUST STAYED HERE, MARRYING INTO EACH OTHERS FAMILIES TILL MOST OF THEM
ARE SOME KiIN., [N RECENT YEARS, THE YOUNGER ONES HAVE TRAVELED WIDELY AND HAVE COME
HOME WITH WIVES FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY. THIS YOUNGER GENERATION WENT TO WAR,
FOUGHT THE GERMANS, FOUGHT THE JAPS, AND FOR THE MOST PART ACQUITTED THEMSELVES
HONORABLY. SOME OF THEM CAME BACK. SOME DIDN'T, BUT THEY ALL HAVE THEIR ROOTS HERE,
AND TO THEM, THERE 1S NO PLACE LIKE -THE RivER. *

FLORENCE, THE ELDEST OF THE CLARK GIRLS MARRIED PAUL WHITE, A NATIVE SON AND
THEY LIVE IN RuskiNn. THEY HAVE NO CHILDREN. HELEN, THE SECOND GIRL, MARRIED
CONALD CLYATT WHO CAME HERE IN YHE TRIRTIES FROM ANOTHER AREA AND FOR MANY YEARS WAS
A FISHERMAN. HE ALso WORKED N THE PACKING HOUSE IN THE WINTER AND SPRING, DONALD
WHO FINALLY MADE A PREACHER, AND A GOOD ONE, WOULD BE TH% FIRST TO ADMIT THAT HE WAS
AS MEAN A8 THE NEXT ONE IN THE EARLY DAYS. HE HAD A BROTHER PAT wHO MARRIED LUCILLE
MERRILL. BOTH OF THESE FAMILIES HAVE LONG SINCE LEFT THE COUNTRR,% AND ARE LIVING
IN THE PAMAMA CiTY AREA. PAT IS-ALSO A PREACHER. DONALD AND HeLsu HADVNO CHILDREN
8UT PAT AND LUCILLE HAD TOW OR THREE GIRLS.

THERE ARE MANY MORE WHO GAME A.ONG LATER. #E MAY HAVE MORE TO SAY ABOUT THEM.
THESE WE HAVE MENTIONED ARE THE NUCLEUS, THE REAL PIONEERS.

THE JAHMNS BOYS HAD ONE SISTER, MARGARET, WHO MARRIED Tom PEACOCK, A MILL WORKER.,
THEY LIVED AT ROSS FOR A WHILE, BUT WERE SEPARATED LATER, AND MARGARET MARRIED ANOTHER
MAN AND MOVED TO THE EAST COAST WHERE SHE HAS LIVED SINCE. THERE WERE MO CHILDREN,

AND | NEVER KNEW WHAT BECAME OF PEACOCK.

HENRY PELLUM LIVED AROUND ROSS AND OTHER PARTS OF THE NEIGHBORMOGD FOR MOST

HiS LiFE. HE wag MARRIED T0 LOTTIE TEDDER AND THEY HAD A BIG FAMILY OF BOYS AND GF#EA




WILBURN I8 THE ONLY ONE OF rﬂé FAMILY LIVING AT Sun C'TY AT THIS TIME. He
MARRRIED BRASKIE BUZBEE'S OLDEST GIRL AND FISHED wiTH BRACK UNTIL RECENTLY WHEN HE
WENT TO WORK FOR THE SCHOOL SYSTEM A8 A JANITOR.

BuD CASTELLO CAME TO THE RIVER ABOUT THE SAME TIME THAT THE STEELES AND THE
SWEENEYS DID., BuUD wAS MARRIED TO LOTTIE MINGO AND LIVED ABOUT WHERE THE PiITTMAN
Fisd CamMp 18 NOW. BuD AND LOTTIE HAD WIVE 80OYS AND FIVE GIRLS (F MY MEMORY SERVES ME,.
HE F1SHED WiTH BOME OF THE STOPNET CREWS FOR A WHILE, BUT WHEN THE BOYS GOT BIG ENOUGH
TO HANDLE A BOAT ME GOT TOGETHER A GEAR OF HIS OWN, AND F!SHED HARDER THAN ANY OF HIS
NEIGHBORS, BRYING TO FEED TEN HUNGRY MOUTHS8. SOMETIMES THIS WAS A LOSING BATTLE, AND
| AM SURE THAT THERE WERE MANY MEALS THAY CONSISTED OF MULLET AND COFFEE. WMosT OF
THE CHILDREN MANAGED TO GET A GRADE SCHOOL EDUCATION, AND GEORGE HAS A NICE GROCERY
BUSINESS IN RUSKiIN,

THE GIRLS MARRIED LOCAL BOYS AND ONE OF THEM, DA18Y, wHO 1S MARRIED YO ONE OF
THE MOBLEY B80YS, RUNS A BEAUTY PARLOR HERE IN TOWN. HAZEL MARRIED JESSE MOBLEY.
JESSE WITH HIS THREE B80YS MAKES A GOOD LIVING FISHING.

HAZEL HAS A JOB SOMEWHERE IN TOWN. MRS, CASTELLO, THE MOTHER, LIVES HERE IN
TOWN AND HA8 SUPPORTED HERSELF SINCE BUD DIED, WORKING IN THE YARIOUS PACKING HOUSES.
SHE HAS WORKBD AT THE CLAPROOD FLOWER PACKING HOUSE roa’uAuv YEARS,

BuD WAS A QUIET MAN AND AN IMPEDIMENTY OF SPEECH MADE HIM SOMEWHAT TAC!TURN.

NO ONE EVERX ACCUSED HIM OF LAZINESS, FOR HE WAS CONSTANTLY ON THE BAY OR RIVER TRY~
ING TO CATCH FiSH. HE FISHED IN THE DAYTIME AND WIS FAVORITE METHOD WAS TO DROP

TWO BOATS OFF, JUST BELOW A PASS AND GO WAY DOWN THE BEACH AND WiTH HI8 LAUNCH, DRIVE'
THE FISH TOWARD THE BOARS WAITING AT THE PASS ENTRANCE. THIS MAY SOUND ABSURD TO

THE UNINITIATED, BUT IF CONDITIONS, SUCH AS A FALLING TIDE AND AN EASTERLY WIND,
PREVAIL, MULLET WILL READILY BUNCH UP AND HEAD FOR THE NEAREST OPENING INTO THE KEYS.
THEY CAN BE SEEN BY THEIR JUMPING, ALL OF THEM GOING (N THE SAME DIRECTION TOWARD

THE PASS, WHEN THE F1SH GET CLOSE ENOUGH, THE PREVIOUSLY PLACED BOATS WILL CROSS
NETS AND SPREAD OUT, 80 AS TO MAKE A TRAP AND THE MULLET WILL SWIM RIGHY INTO THE

GIRCLE WHICH IS HASTILY CLOSED. T[HEN BE FUN BEGINS., KHEN THE FiSH DISCOVER THEIR. = ‘




MISTAKE, IT 1S TOO LATE TO GET AWAY, BUT YOU OUGHT TO SEE THEM TRYING. THEY wiLL
JUMP AND THRASH AROUND ALL THE WHILE GETTING THEMSELVES GILLED IN THE STRONG MESHES
OF THE NET, SOME WILL SUCCEED iN GETTING OVER THE NET BY MAKING SEVERAL PRODIGIOUS
LEAPS AND SOME WILL FIND A LOW SPOT BETWEEN THE FLOATS AND SwiM OVER. OTHERS wiLL
8WIM ALONG ON THE B0OTTOM AND LOOK FOR HOLES iN THE NET OR A PLACE TO CRANL UNDER
THE LEAD LINE. MANY OF THEM WILL GET AWAY, BUT IF THE SCHOOL |§ ANY SIZE MOST OF
THEM WILL BE CAUGHT 8Y GILLING THEMSELVES N THE NET OR TANGLING UP IN IT SO THEY
WiLL DROWN OR BE CAUGHT WHEN THE MAN PICKS UP THE NET.

CASTILLO WA8 CONSIDERED ON E OF THE BEST OF THE FiSH DRIVERS AND DID PRETTY
wELL, HE NEVER FISHED AT NiGHT AS MOST GILLNETTERS no.‘

THE REST OF BUD'S FAMILY ARE SCATTERED ABOUT THE COUNTRY, AND WE SELDOM EVER
S8EE THEM. OH YES, THE OLDEST GIRL, PEARL 18 MARRIED TO GUS LOVE AND THEY HAVE A

NICE HOME NEAR THE OVERPASS.
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