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THE PA.SSING OF "A FINE OLD GSN'J'LEMANt;r 

June '2, 1 a/JS 

-,. After co!"'!nl.ci in ing on the previous dgy of i:i severe D8 in in 
'.~- . h:is chest, which grew intense by the followin_g eArly morning, 

·Leon::ird Wheeler, one of the earl.iest and best known residents of 
Rµskin, nassed quietiy awe y on S8turday last, in his home , i~ 
the presence of his two daughters Bnd their hu~bends • 

. He was born in Wa tertown, N.Y. on Se~tember 15th, 1A67, and 
lived there during his ear.Ly years, in iR02 mBrrying Ida Whitlock 
of that city. Following hjs trade as an electrician he moved to 
Aberdeen, South Dakota, and ·then lived for a while at Si ous City, 

-Iowa. He also snent several years in Wisconsin and Iliinois, where 
he fjrst met Dr. George McKay Miller and his wife Ade.Line, mov ing 
in 1910 to Ruskin to WJrk with t hem in connection with the found:Lng 
and operatlon of the Ruskin Common Good Society 8nd the College 
c onnected with it. 

vihile in Chicago, as suoerj_nt endent of the Buriington-Quincy 
Suburbgn R<ii ruroad, he invented various things connected with electric 
trPnsnortation, including the "third re11 system". He i ater 
invented a rotary gas ~ngi n e for airn l anes end auto~obiles. 

Mr. Wheeler j_nsb:illed the first electric li.rhtinP'. system in 
Pusld n ,gno 8 lso the first telenrone system here, 
original eivhteen users of ub ones from his home. 
of the ori~inRl residences. 

serving the 
He w:ired most 

- He- took ~n BCtive PBrt in loccil political and welf'Rre work 
and in recent yerirs orgP.nized and kent up the Rusl.dn Townsend Club, 
be ing its secretAry f!'om the time it wgs found e d, He worked c losely 
with StRte Senator Rpy~ond Sheldon on hi s efforts for improved 
old-age RSsist8nce for Flori~a's elder citizens. 

He is survived by his wife, now sged 74, and by three chi ldren 
and several grandchildren and one great-grandchild. He had two 
sons, Leonard and Herbert. Leonard wss an ardent airp~ane enthusiast, 
end flew his own planes et State Fairs, gtc., snd worked closely with 
his father in work~ng out a ~ ighter and better airplane engine, 
and while doing so met his death in a crash lBnding, in the year io3q. 
The shock of her son's tragic death greatly affected his mother, a nd 
she has suffered from the effects ever s1nce. The remaining son, 
Herbert, is a Cornoral :in the America n l'dr Force, at present in 
!3elr;1um • .de could not be reached with news of hi.s fethe-r's death 
in t ime . to be heard from before this goes to ")')r "' ss. Herbert 1 s wife 
is a residen~ ()~ Temua. M:r;. 'w~ee ler' ~ two daughters,_ Ruth Ba.r:'ne~ _ 
and Helen Ph 1l11ns, both .Live in Ruston. O.n"--L ~ ~ ['J;j.,( ~'YUL 

. . ~~~ 
Funeral servj_ces we re held o n Tuesd gy morning at the Adeline 

Mil ler Club House, and internment took nli:ice at Fe .il m-ish i n Cel'Y!etery. 
All who knew tl~e deceased were im-oress ed by hi s greAt sincerity and 
his en thus lasm for whntever he deemed good for humAni ty, and however 
much some may have differed his vjews 6n certain nol it ical and social 

I quest5ons, ~11 unite in cons j aerin rr him to have been "e fine ol d 
gen t le :m 8 n " • 


